Brown gives King Fahd Clinton message 


RIYADH (Agencies) — U.S. Commerce Secretary Ron Brown gave 
King Fahd a message on bilateral relations from President Bill Clinton 
after arriving here Saturday for trade talks with Saudi officials. Saudi 
state radio reported- It did not specify what the message said. Mr. 
Brown told reporters on arrival that a deal to modernise the national 
airline Saudia with some 60 airliners at a cost of S6 billion would be 
discussed. The European Airbus consortium is also competing for the 
order. Earlier Mr. Brown said he was confident that U.S. aircraft 
firms would win the order. Mr. Brawn also said he would examine 
opportunities for U.S. firms to modernise Saudi Arabia's telecom* 
munications network, in talks with Saudi Communications Minister 
Hussein Mansouri. Several Western companies, including the French 
firm Alcatel, are competing for the order, up to S3 billion. Mr. Brown 
is also due to visit Jordan. Israel and Egypt. 


ArUiideperident Arab political daiiy i published bylhe JordaaPress Foundation 
yi. UmH 6® 0 




Iraq seeks help in lifting sanctions 

AMMAN f API Iraa is seeking Jordan's intervention with Washing- 

its August 1990 invasion of Kuwait, diplomats said Saturday. They 

said Deputy Prime Minister Tareq Aziz. .1 

man during the 1990-91 Gulf crisis, arrived in Jordan 

to relay Baghdad's request. Iraqi embassy spokesman Adel Ibrahim 

said Mr. Aziz was scheduled to meet with several Jordanian olfioah 

during his two-day stay. He refused to discuss the nature of Mr. Aziz s 

talks here. But another diplomat, speaking oncord 

said Mr. Aziz "wants to ask Jordan to intercede with Washington to 

lift the unjustified sanctions against the people oMraq. 

officials said Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali. who is due lofrave 

for the United States within 48 hours, was scheduled to meet with Mr. 

Aziz on Sunday. Dr.Majali will be joining Ho Majesty King Hussetn 

for talks with U.S. President Bill Clinton at the White House on Jan. 

21 . 
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Pope’s Lebanon trip 
to go ahead — Hariri 

BEIRUT (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Rafik A1 Hariri made clear 
Saturday that Pope John Paul 
would visit Lebanon this year 
despite a dispute caused by the 
Vatican's recognition of Israel. 
Some Muslim clerics reacted to 
the recognition last month by- 
saying the Pope should not 
make the visit expected in 
May. The pro-Iranian Hizbol- 
lah called the recognition "an 
historic sin" and there has 
been mounting speculation in 
the press that the visit might be 
called off. However. Mr. 
Hariri told members of Leba- 
non's journalists union that the 
recognition was badly timed 
and damaged Arab interests 
but Lebanon was still ready to 
welcome the Pope. "We do not 
confuse our appreciation and 
respect for the Pope with the 
political step of recognising 
Israel.** Mr. Hariri said. 

Arab envoy to visit 
Iraq on 'detainees’ 

KUWAIT (R) — Arab League 
officials will visit Iraq this 
month for talks aimed at secur- 
ing the release of hundreds of 
Kuwaitis missing and believed 
held by Baghdad, a newspaper 
reported on Saturday. A spe- 
cial delegation would leave for 
Baghdad on Jan. 20 "in a bid 
to help release Kuwaiti de- 
tainees," A1 Anba newspaper 
reported Arab League Secret- 
ary-General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid as saying in an inter- 
view. Kuwait says Iraq holds at 
least 624 people detained dur- 
ing its seven-month occupation 
of the emirate in 1990-91. 
These comprise 563 Kuwaitis, 
13 Saudis . five Iranians, four 
Egyptians.. four Syrians, three 
Indians, three Lebanese, an 
Omani, a Bahraini, a Filippino 
and 26 stateless Arabs. Iraq 
denies it still holds anyone 
detained during the Gulf crisis. 

Iran confirms arrests 
in Tehran attacks 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian au- 
thorities confirmed Saturday 
they have arrested 17 people in 
connection with attacks on 
embassies and public areas in 
Tehran. The state-run Islamic 
Republic News Agency, 
IRNA. said four of those 
arrested were later released 
£fter questioning. It quoted 
police Colonel Reza Moham- 
madi as saying some of the 
, detainees confessed to having 
finks with the outlawed Mu- 
jahedeen-e-Khalq. The Bagh- 
dad-based Mujahedeen repe- 
atedly have denied any connec- 
tion with the attacks. The 
announcement of arrests by 
Iranian authorities confirmed a 
report the day before in the 
English-language Tehran 
Times, which quoted an un- 
identified Interior Ministry 
source. 

Saudi-Yemeni talks 
*on 

border resume 
Monday 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi and 
Yemeni experts Monday will 
resume talks in Sanaa to re- 
solve a border dispute between 
the two countries, Yemen's 
ambassador to Riyadh, Ghaleb 
Ali Jameel. told AFP on Satur- 
day. The dispute concerns the 
border provinces of Najran. 
Jizan and Assir. which came 
under Saudi control under an 
agreement signed in 1934. Ye- 
men wants a return of the 
territories, saying the agree- 
ment expired in 1992. It has 
refused to renew the accord. 
The Saudi-Yemeni meeting, 
originally scheduled for Dec. 
20. is the seventh since the 
talks on the border issue began 
more than a year ago. It was 
delayed at the Yemenis' re- 
quest when their chief nego- 
tiator. Jaafar Saleh, fell ill. 

U.S. congressmen 
visit Somalia 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — Five 
United States congressmen ar- 
rived here Saturday to check 
that everything is ready for a 
smooth handover to the Un- 
ited Nations when American 
forces withdraw in March. 
Leading the delegation was 
representative John Murtha, 
chairman of the House of Rep- 
resentatives Defence Approp- 
riations Committee, a Demo- 
crat from Pennsylvania. 


Clinton and Assad meet today amid positive signals 

Sarid says Golan ‘sovereignty’ will have to be returned to Syria • Damascus sees summit success 


GENEVA (Agencies) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and Sy- 
rian leader Hafez A1 Assad, 
who holds the key to an overall 
Middle East peace, arrived 
here Saturday amid tight secur- 
ity for a summit aimed at reviv- 
ing Syrian-Israeli negotiations. 

Mr. Assad arrived ahead of 
Mr. Clinton at the heavily- 
guarded International Hotel, 
where the two are to hold their 
first ever talks, expected to last 
three hours, on Sunday. 

Neither leader made any 
statement, but official com- 
ments from Israel and Syria set 
an upbeat tone for the summir. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sarid said Israel was 
ready to give up sovereignty 
over the Golan Heights, which 
it seized in the 1967 Arab- 
Israeli war, but in return for 
total peace with Syria. 

"If Syria is ready for real, 
total peace, with diplomatic 
relations, the opening of bor- 
ders and very detailed security 
arrangements, Israel will, in 
exchange, have to give up 
sovereignty over the Golan." 
said Mr. Sarid, a leader of the 
leftist Meretz party. 

It was the first time such a 
high-ranking Israeli official 
had said Israel was prepared to 
give up sovereignty over the 


Golan. 

If President Assad spells out 
to President Clinton at Sun- 
day's summit what type of rela- 
tions he envisions with Israel, 
then the Israeli government 
"will have to make some im- 
portant and difficult decisions 
in the near future." Mr. Sarid 
said on Israel army radio. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin said Israel was 
ready to discuss the details of 
withdrawal if Mr. Assad re- 
vealed his position. 

“If Clinton tomorrow will 
hear new things from Assad, 
we will at this stage certainly 
be committed ... to start nego- 
tiating the borders (between 
Israel and Syria)." Mr. Beilin 
said on Israel television. 

Mr. Beilin also said that if as 
part of an agreement. U.S. 
troops and other international 
peacekeepers were deployed in 
a Golan buffer zone, “this 
would contribute to stability in 
our region." 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has said in the past that 
in exchange for peace he is 
ready to pull out from part of 
the Golan, but never spoke 
publicly of full withdrawal. 

"After the summit meeting. 
Israel will form its position, 
and act according to what will 



Syrian President Hafez AJ Assad cups his ears to bear journalists' questions upon arrival at Gene- 
va airport Saturday (AFP photo) 


develop. We will not deal with 
any hypothetical situations," a 
Rabin aide said Saturday, 
when asked to comment on 
Mr. Sarid. He spoke on condi- 
tion of anonymity. 


Hawkish opposition leader - 
Benjamin Netanyahu said 
Saturday that Mr. Rabin's gov- 
ernment already proposed to 
Syria some time ago "to cany 
out complete withdrawal from 


all of the Golan, until the 1967 
lines, a withdrawal in stages." 
He said Israel also proposed 
that U.S. forces be deployed in 
parts of the Golan as a buffer. 

Mr. Netanyahu, who 


House endorses draft budget 
56-20 after marathon debate 


Jordanian claims for 
Gulf war at least $7b 


By Ayman A1 Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Saturday 
endorsed the draft budget for 
1994 after introducing a num- 
ber of amendments recom- 
mended by the House's Finan- 
cial Committee. 

Fifty-six out of 77 deputies 
present at the session voted in 
favour of the budget and 20 
voted against it. House Speak- 
er Taher A1 Masri did not vote. 

In addition to the 16- 
member Islamic Action Front 
bloc, leftist deputies Bassam 
Haddadin, Khalil Haddadin, 
Toujan Faisal and Mustafa 
Shneikat voted against the 
draft budget. 

Deputies cut by JD 6 million 
the projected JD 66 million 
current expenditure for 1994 
and deleted all references in 
the draft budget to the con- 
troversial sales tax. The Finan- 
cial Committee recommended 
reference to the tax be drop- 
ped as it has not been 
approved by Lhe legislature. 

The House also approved 
most of the recommendations 
of the Financial Committee, 
which were endorsed separate- 
ly from the articles of the 
budget. 

Lawmakers added to the re- 
commendations of the commit- 
tee a proposal that would re- 
quest the government to in- 
clude in future draft budgets 


details of allocations for gov- 
ernmental institutions which 
have financial independence. 

The proposal was a watered- 
down version of an original 
proposal by Deputy Abdul 
Karim Ai Dughmi to amend 
the draft budget law itself to 
include the budgets of these 
institutions, which are esti- 
mated at JD 500 million. 

The vote on the budget, 
which ended around midnight, 
came at the end of a marathon 
session during which 72 de- 
puties took the floor. 

Many deputies criticised the 
budget for failing to adequate- 
ly address the economic chal- 
lenges facing the country and 
for not offering appropriate 
solutions to the problems of 
poverty and unemployment. 

Many deputies also ques- 
tioned the accuracy of the 
budget's figures on foreign 
debts, growth in the gross 
domestic product, and the 
rates of poverty and unemploy- 
ment and inflation. Many law- 
makers also said that Finance 
Minister Sami Gammoh's 
assertion that the budget was 
"deficit-free" was misleading. 

In a lengthy speech that 
sought to address most of the 
remarks raised by deputies, 
Mr. Gammoh said that the 
budget was free from the finan- 
cial deficit that accompanied 
all the budgets in the history of 
the Kingdom. 

He pointed out, however, 


that the budget had an econo- 
mic deficit which would appear 
if loans and grants are ex- 
cluded from the projected re- 
venues. 

Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali said the government 
will study the recommenda- 
tions of the Financial Commit- 
tee and will work in coopera- 
tion with the House to consoli- 
date the democratic process in 
the Kingdom. 

Dr. Majali said the govern- 
ment would consider the de- 
mands and implement what 
could be carried out in light of 
the available resources. 

He pointed out, however, 
that it would "take several 
times the amount of the budget 
to" meet all those demands. 
Dr. Majali indirectly criticised 
the deputies for making recom- 
mendations that would reduce 
revenue and increase expendi- 
ture at the same time. 

He said that while deputies 
asked for salary increases for 
civil servants, reduction in 
foreign debt^ and health insur- 
ance for all citizens, they also 
demanded that government re- 
duce direct and indirect taxes, 
repay its debts and offer more 
subsidies. 

Dr. Majali defended the 
economic plan of his govern- 
ment saying that it was drafted 
in a way that corresponded 
with the needs and aspirations 

(Continued on page 5) 


By Suleiman AI Khalidi 
Reuter 

AMMAN — Jordanians who 
fled Kuwait after Iraq's 1990 
invasion have submitted claims 
totalling over S4 billion to a 
U-N. compensation fund for 
victims of the Gulf crisis, 
Jordanian officials said 
Saturday. 

In addition to private claims, 
which had to be presented by 
the end of 1993. officials said 
Jordan expected to present at 
least another S3 billion in state 
claims. 

These have to be submined 
by May 1. 

“Jordan's individual claims 
of personal and material losses 
incurred during the Gulf crisis 
and filed to the United Nations 
compensation fund are esti- 
mated at S4 billion," a senior 
Jordanian official who re- 
quested anonymity told Reu- 
ters. 

Jordanian individuals and 
families had filed over 65.000 
claims, the officials said. The 
claimants represented nearly 
90 per cent of the more than 
350.000 Jordanians forced to 
leave Kuwait after Iraq's Aug. 
2. 1990 invasion. 

They included some who left 
after the emirate was liberated, 
although the United Nations 
does not share Jordan's view 
that these people are entitled 
to compensation. 

• Nearly 713 Jordanians and 
Palestinians submitted claims 


for personal injury or death of 
others, and those are expected 
to be first to receive compensa- 
tion. The United Nations 
hopes to make awards totalling 
S3 to S5 million in April. 

More than 41.000 Jorda- 
nians. including small entrep- 
reneurs who ran part-time 
businesses, filed claims for in- 
dividual losses of up to 
$100,000. Another 1.225 
claimed losses over S 100.000. 
Some filed more than one 
claim. 

Many of the 70.000 Jorda- 
nian wage earners, who lived 
in Kuwait before the invasion, 
supplemented state jobs with 
work in the private sector, 
many ending up controlling 
businesses. 

The U.N. compensation 
commission, set up to compen- 
sate victims of Iraq’s invasion, 
received 2.3 million claims for 
S25 billion from people in 78 
states. Most claimants are from 
Egypt. Jordan and Kuwait (see 
page 10). 

The Geneva-based commis- 
sion has also received $100 
billion in claims from corpora- 
tions and governments for 
damages from Iraq's occupa- 
tion of the Gulf emirate. 

Corporations located in 
Kuwait have until April 1 and 
governments until May I to 
submit claims for all losses to 
their national economies. 

So far. 307 Jordanians who 
were partners in large private 

(Continued on page 5) 


Priorities could converge in Geneva to lift Mideast logjam 


By G ha deer Taber 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

QUNEITRA — Highatop the 
Golan Heights, Israeli' sol- 
diers look down at United 
Nations peacekeepers pat- 
rolling the Syrian-Israeli de- 
marcation line and Syrian 
troops roaming in the ruins of 
Quneitra, a city destroyed by 
Israel when it withdrew in 
1974 from a pan of the Golan 
Heights it occupied in the 
1967 war. 

The return of the strategic 
plateau to Syrian sovereignty 
is certainly one of the top 
items on President Hafez A I 
Assad's agenda for talks with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton in 
Geneva today. 

The much-heralded sum- 
mit signals an end to a Syrian 
boycott of the two-year-old 
talks with Israel after Damas- 
cus felt left out when the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 


nisation (PLO) and Israel 
signed their groundbreaking 
autonomy accord on Sept. 
13. 

President Assad is ex- 
pected to lay down Syrian 
(and Lebanese by implica- 
tion) positions and perhaps 
meet the Israeli call for an 
open statement on Damas- 
cus' definition of "total 
peace." Equally important, 
Mr. Assad will also seek 
American perceptions of 
Syria’s role in a post-peace 
process Middle East. 

The outlines of a Syrian- 
Israeli agreement have long 
been obvious. Israel will rec- 
ognise Syrian sovereignty 
over the Golan in return for 
detailed Syrian pledges for 
full diplomatic relations. 
American-backed security 
guarantees and a phased 
timetable for an Israeli pull- 
out. But so far the political 
will to sign on to such an 


accord has been missing. 

The question is whether 
the summit can nudge Sy^- 
and Israel into taking lisks. 

Optimism wa* palpable 
from the Syrian side as Mr. 
Assad and a 100-man entour- 
age headed for Geneva. But 
diplomats in Damascus are 
downplaying what Syrian 
officialdom and press have 
termed "a historical meeting 
with great significance for the 
whole region." 

They say that while the 
summit is certainly a boost 
for Mr. Assad’s stature, they 
do not expect the meeting to 
result in dramatic break- 
throughs. In talks with the 
American president. Mr. 
Assad will rely on a number 
of strong cards, including the 
security of Israel’s northern 
borders, the Palestinian 
groups that oppose the 
"Gaza-Jericho first" agree- 
ment and Syria’s strategic 


alliance with Iran and with 
the Kurdistan Labour Party 
(PKK) which is waging a 
separatist war in Turkey, an 
American ally. 

Mr. Clinton “expects" the 
summit to produce a Syrian 
announcement of Damascus’ 
readiness to establish "di- 
plomatic relations" with 
Israel if the Israelis withdraw 
from the Golan and Leba- 
non. without linking this with 
the completion of the with- 
drawal process, sources said. 

Syria is insisting that any 
announcement of its readi- 
ness for full peace with Israel 
be conditional on the prepa- 
ration of a clear timetable for 
a full Israeli withdrawal. 

Such an announcement by 
Mr. Assad could give Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, under domestic press- 
ure because of rising violence 
and stalled talks with the 
PLO. enough ammunition to 


sell the idea of an eventual 
relinquishing of Golan to the 
Israeli public, inducing move- 
ment on the Israeli-Syrian 
track instead of keeping it 
hostage to the Palestinian- 
Israeli track. 

“Rabin is not ready to pub- 
licly commit himself to a 
timetable. An announcement 
by Mr. Assad that he is ready 
for full peace may provide 
the right opportunity for Mr. 
Rabin to move on the Syrian 
track,” said a European di- 
plomat in Damascus. 

Diplomats say Syria wants 
withdrawal within one year 
and normalisation within five 
years, ar the end of the 
Palestinian self-interim 
period. The Israelis and 
Americans, on the other 
hand, insist on withdrawal 
and normalisation in tandem. 

Mr. Clinton wants to pull 

(Continued on page 5) 


opposes any withdrawal from 
the Golan as a step that would 
endanger Israel's security, 
spoke on army radio. Mr. 
Netanyahu has said this in the 
past, and it has been denied by 
the government. 

Meanwhile, Israel Radio re- 
leased some results of a tele- 
phone survey among 250 fami- 
lies living in the Golan. 

Asked whether it was possi- 
ble to make peace with Syria 
without giving up all of the 
Golan. 55 per cent said no. 

Fifty-five per cent also said 
they expected Israel and Syria 
to reach an agreement within 
five years that would involve 
some Israeli withdrawal. 

Asked whether they would 
remain in their homes under 
Syrian sovereignty, 85.5 per 
cent said no. Another 52 per 
cent said they have discussed 
the possibility of leaving the 
Golan, and 1 1 per cent of them 
■ have taken some practical 
steps, such as looking for a new 
job or home, the radio said. 

Although Mr. Assad and 
Mr. Clinton are staying in the 
same hotel, they are not due to 
meet until Sunday morning. 

During talks in Moscow, Mr. 
Clinton and Russia's Presi- 
dent. Boris Yeltsin said they 
were determined to achieve 


progress on issues affecting 
Syria and Lebanon on the basis 
of United Nations resolutions. 

A Syrian official in Damas- 
cus, speaking as Mr. Assad was 
leaving for Geneva, said his 
country received this assurance 
with optimism. He suggested it 
showed the world had recog- 
nised “that incomplete peace 
could not give security to 
anyone.” 

Syrian radio, meanwhile, 
said the summit looked as if it 
would succeed and that 
Damascus and Washington 
“agreed on the broad lines of a 
settlement in the Middle East. 

Damascus, Saturday repe- 
ated its stand that peace would 
not last unless the Jewish state 
.withdrew from all the other 
Arab territories seized in 1967 
— East Jerusalem, the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

“A just and comprehensive 
peace, not a separate peace, 
not a separate compromise, 
not secret negotiations...." the 
official AI Thawra newspaper 
said. 

Leaders of Jewish settlers on 
the Golan were in Geneva to 
urge Mr. Clinton to respect 
what they said was their right 
to live on the strategic heights, 

(Continued on page 5) 


PLO: Syrian-Israeli 
progress will benefit all 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Chief 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) negotiator Nabil 
Shaath left for Tunis saying he 
was optimistic Sunday’s U.S.- 
Syrian summit in Geneva 
would pave the way cowards 3 
Syrian, Jordanian and 
Lebanese return to Middle 
East peace talks. 

"If America takes up the 
issue (of the talks) and if Israel 
agrees to a complete withdraw- 
al from the Golan Heights the 
door will open to Syrian flex- 
ibility. and subsequently, Jor- 
dan and Lebanon will return to 
the talks," he said Saturday. 

The summit between U.S. 
President Bill Clinton and his 
Syrian counterpart Hafez AI 
Assad aims to retrack Israeli- 
Syrian talks in time for the 
scheduled resumption of the 
Middle East peace process in 
Washington on Jan. 24. 

The negotiations have been 
deadlocked for two years. 
Syria wants an Israeli commit- 
ment to full withdrawal from 
the Golan, but Israel says it 
will not discuss the extent of a 
pullout until Syria clarifies the 
nature of a possible peace 
agreement. 


The PLO-Israel peace 
accord, negotiated in secret 
last year, angered Damascus, 
which says the deal has sidet- 
racked Syrian, Jordanian and 
Lebanese talks with Israel. 

But last week it described 
the accord as the first step on 
the path to peace. 

Dr. Shaath also said he 
hoped Israel would handle 
security issues in the next 
round of Taba talks with the 
PLO with the flexibility it ap- 
plied to civilian issues. 

“I hope the Israeli delega- 
tion will not place obstacles in 
the way of the negotiations and 
that they will handle security 
issues in the way they handled 
civil issues so that there will be 
a chance for movement," Dr. 
Shaath told reporters at Cairo 
airport. 

The Taba talksv aimed at 
clearing the way to an Israeli 
withdrawal from occupied land 
originally planned for Dec. 13, 
resumed last Monday after 
weeks of squabbling over 
security arrangements. 

The talks ended on Wednes- 
day with progress reported on 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.N. official, 10 others 
wounded in Gaza Strip 




OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A U.N. field 
worker from Chicago and 10 
Palestinians were wounded in 
the occupied Gaza Strip on 
Saturday, when Israeli soldiers' 
opened fire to disperse stone 
throwers, Arab reporters said. 

The American, identified as 
Terry Grace, 52, was shot in 
the leg and was in good condi- 
tion at a Gaza City's Ahli Arab • 
hospital, said a U.N. official 
who spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

The clash in Gaza City’s 
Sheikh Radwan neighbour- 
hood began when troops were 
pelted with stones near the 
local mosque, Arab reporters 
said. Soldiers opened fire, 
wounding Mr. Grace and ten 
Palestinians, ranging in ace 
from 13 to 25. B 

Mr. Grace apparently was 
hurt when a bullet hit the car 
he was sitting in, said the U.N. 
official. Mr. Grace is a field 
worker for the U-N. Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) 
which assists Palestinian re- 
fugees. 

Palestinian witnesses said 
soldiere opened fire on his car, 
which had “UNRWA" written 
on it. 

A bullet went through the 


right door and hit Mr. Grace, 
who was sitting next to his 
Palestinian driver. 

The Gaza Strip was para- 
lysed on Saturday by a general 
strike called by the Islamic 
Resistance Movement Hamas 
in protest at the killing of five 
of its members 

Demonstrators hurled 
stones, burned tyres and block- 
ed roads, sources said. 

On Friday Israeli soldiers 
shot dead four Hamas mem- 
bers in the West Bank town of* 
Hebron, after surrounding 
the house where ' they were 
holed up. 

An Israeli army spokesman 
said the leader of the Hamas 
armed wing Ezzedin AI Qas- 
sam in the Hebron region was 
among those killed. 

In another incident, a knife- 
wielding Hamas man stabbed 
to death a Russian immigrant 
on the edge of the Gaza Strip 
and wounded another Israeli 
.on Friday before troops shot 
him dead. 

Some 100 Hamas supporters 
marched through Gaza City's 
main thoroughfare, Omar AI 
Mukhtar street, d\antiqg: 
“Stabbings, suicide attacks and 
car-bombs are our way to para- 
dise.” 



. 0 - 0 . -r raw «TJ-nTl 


Middle East News 


Experts say Clinton should be 
cautious with Assad in Geneva 


By Alan Eisner 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Veterans 
of past encounters say Presi- 
dent Bill Qinton must be waiy 
when he meets Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad in Gene- 
va Sunday and avoid being 
drawn into too much detail. 

This will only be the fourth 
meeting between a U.S. presi- 
dent and Syrian president and 
the first to take place against a 
background of an ongoing 
Arab-Israeli peace process. 

In the three previous meet- 
ings, the United States was 
represented by Richard Nixon, 
Jimmy Carter and George 
Bush.' 

All three times, the man 
across the table was Syria's 
seemingly perennial leader, 
Mr. Assad. Twice, in the case 
of Mr. Nixon and Mr. Carter, 
he coaxed his U.S. interlocu- 
tors into saving things they 
may later have regretted. 

“Assad is far more experi- 
enced and knowledgeable on 
the issues he cares about than 
any American he meets. It's 
very important for Qinton to 
know exactly what he wants 
out of the meeting," said Wil- 
liam Quandt who advised Mr. 
Carter in his 1977 encounter 
with Mr. Assad and sat in on 
the meeting. 

The main aim for Mr. Qin- 
ton is to reenergise the Middle 
East peace process, specifically 
by pressing Mr. Assad to inject 
more substance into rhe dead- 
locked lsraeii-Syrian talks. 

These negotiations, sche- 
duled to resume in Washington 


on Jan. 24. have essentially 
been at an impasse for two 
years over the same point. 

Syria wants Israel to commit 
itself to full withdrawal from 
the occupied Golan Heights 
but Israel says it will only 
discuss the extent of its with- 
drawal when Syria spells out 
the kind of peace agreement it 
is prepared to oner in ex- 
change. 

Will it be peace in the nar- 
row sense of non-belligerency, 
or will it include the establish- 
ment of diplomatic relations, 
economic and trade ties, tour- 
ism and cultural and sporting 
exchanges os Israel is deman- 
ding? 

Bilaterally, Syria remains on 
the U.S. list of states support- 
ing what Washington defines 
as global terrorism and is listed 
as a country which aids and 
abets the international drug 
trade. 

Once lavishly armed and 
bankrolled by the Soviet Un- 
ion. Syria has lost its former 
superpower mentor and is now 
looking to the West to help 
reform its state-run economy. 
This gives Mr. Qinton con- 
siderable leverage with Mr. 
Assad. 

But the peace process is like- 
ly to dominate the meeting. 
The United States had to work 
hard to keep Syria in the game 
over the past few months. Mr. 
Assad felt betrayed when the 
Israelis and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
unveiled a secret deal last 
September, negotiated without 
his knowledge. 

But by December, when 
Secretary of. State Warren 


Christopher visited Damascus 
and set up the summit, he 
found Mr. Assad willing to 
return to the talks. 

Mr. Assad also offered 
Israel some minor gestures, 
allowing Syrian Jews to emi- 
grate and permitting a U.S. 
team to search for Israeli sol- 
diers missing in action in Leba- 
non. 

Mr. Qinton and Mr. Assad 
may approach the meeting 
with veiy different expecta- 
tions. For Mr. Clinton, it is the 
final stop in a long and gruell- 
ing trip which has included a 
NATO summit, important 
talks with Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin and side trips 

For Mr. Assad on the other 
hand, this is his most important 
meeting of the year and poss- 
ibly for several years. He has 
been planning his strategy and 
tactics for weeks. 

By all accounts. Mr. Assad 
relishes his encounters with 
U.S. presidents and secretaries 
of state and is famous for 
subjecting them to two-or 
three-hour lectures on the his- 
tory from the time of the Cru- 
sades to the present day. 

Former Secretary of State 
James Baker called his meet- 
ings with Mr. Assad “bladder 
diplomacy" because it was con- 
sidered bad form to leave the 
room for the toilet. 

“Assad loves these meet- 
ings. He approaches them like 
a marathon and can be counted 
on to be in good shape," said 
Richard Haass. a Mideast 
adviser to former President 
George Bush, now with the 
Carnegie Endowment for In- 
ternational Peace. 


PLO arrests Gazan for alleged spying 


TUNIS (AP) — Palestinian 
security agents have arrested a 
Palestinian man from the 
Israeli-occupied territories on 
charges of spying for Israel, 
sources said Saturday. 

Ahmed Abu Ouf. 24. a na- 
tive of Khan Younis in the 
Gaza Strip, was apprehended 
Monday in Tunis after arriving 
on a flight from London, said 
the sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

It was the first time (he 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) arrested a resident 
of the occupied territories on 
charges of passing secrets to 
Israel since the movement 
Transferred its main operation 
to Tunisia in 19S2. 

The arrest comes several, 
months after the arrest of an 
alleged spy for Israel shook the 
organisation with fears that 


Yasser Arafat’s leadership 
apparatus is exposed to infil- 
tration. 

Such charges are sensitive as 
PLO is preparing for a limited 
autonomy in the West Bank 
town of Jericho and the Gaza 
Strip under its recent agree- 
ment with Israel. 

The sources said the PLO 
had summoned Mr. Abu Ouf 
from London, where he was 
visiting a brother, but refused 
to say how. 

Despite his alleged espion- 
age. Mr. Abu Ouf will also be 
investigated for possible con- 
nections to the killings of PLO 
leaders in the Strip after the 
signing of the accord with 
Israel, the sources said. 

It is not clear what role Mr. 
Abu Ouf had in the organisa- 
tion. although his family is 
believed to have ties with Mr. 


Arafat and his mainstream 
Fateh faction. 

The sources said the PLO 
believes Mr. Abu Ouf was an 
important agent for the 
Israelis, supplying crucial in- 
formation about PLO opera- 
tions in Gaza. 

Last November. Tunisian 
police arrested Adnan Yassin, 
deputy to Hakam Balawi. the 
PLO's representative to the 
Tunis government, on charges 
of spying for Mossad. the 
Israeli’ intelligence agency. . 

He was later handed over to 
the PLO. and has allegedly 
confessed, according to PLO 
sources. 

The PLO believes thousands 
of Palestinians have collabo- 
rated with Israeli authorities in 
the occupied territories, 
Palestinian death squads have 
killed 789 of them. 


Shamir admits ordering 
death of terror colleague 
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TEL AVIV (R) — Former 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir admits in his memoirs 
that he ordered the killing of a 
colleague in a Jewish terror 
group fighting British author- 
ities 50 years ago. 

The victim. Eliahu Giladi. 
was too ready to sacrifice hu- 
man lives and had to be stop- 
ped. Mr. Shamir said in an 
excerpt of his memoirs pub- 
lished in Yedioth Ahronoth 
newspaper. 

It has been widely charged 
but never proven that Mr. Sha- 
mir. as leader of the notorious 
anti-British Lehi or Stern gang, 
ordered the execution of his 
deputy Giladi in 1943. 

"I am strong in my opinion I 
had no alternative — although 
the deed took a heavy personal 
price from me and cost me 
much suffering." Mr. Shamir 
said in the first of a series of 
excerpts of his forthcoming 
memoirs entitled ’‘B'sicum 
Shel Davar" (in the final analy- 
sis). 


Mr. Shamir, who was defe- 
ated by Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin in 1992 elections, 
said Mr. Giladi's proposals in- 
cluded inciting British soldiers 
to fire on Jewish demonstra- 
tors to increase public opposi- 
tion to British rule in Palestine. 

Mr. Giladi eventually talked 
about killing David Ben- 
Gurion. who became Israel's 
first prime minister after the 
Jewish state was created in 
194S and was ideologically 
opposed to the Lehi. 

Shamir said he began to fear 
Giladi was “out of his mind." 

"Before me stood a man 
who was seriously endangering 
the mere existence of Lehi and 
all that was connected to it... I 
knew I had to take a fateful 
decision — and I didn't evade 
it... the decision was taken and 
executed." Mr. Shamir wrote. 

Mr. Shamir was one of three 
men who led the Lehi — the 
Hebrew acronym for freedom 
fighters for Israel — after Brit- 
ish police killed its founder 



Yitzhak Shamir 
Avraham Stern in 1942. 

• Lehi was the smallest and 
most hardline of three terror 
group fighting for a Jewish 
state. It was known for assassi- 
nating high-ranking British 
officials. 

There was an outcry in 
Sweden in 1988 when two Lehi 
veterans revealed their part in 
the 1948 killing of Sweden's 
Count Foke Bernadette. Ber- 
nadotre was the U.N.'s first, 
mediator in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 



STRANDED: An Afghan refugee girl Friday ports said Saturday the thousands who were 
waits for her tarn to board a United Nations waiting after Pakistan closed the border re- 
truck in an attempt to enter Pakistan on the turned to Jalalabad, midway between Kabul and 
Afghanistan- Pakistani border (see page 10). Re- the border (AFP photo) 


Germany takes Iran to 
task on human rights 


BONN (Rj — Germany, 
under fire for its tics with 
Tehran, urged Iran Friday to 
respect human rights, lift a 
death edict on British author 
Salman Rushdie and pardon a 
German sentenced to die on 
espionage charges. 

Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel made the demands in a 
meeting in Bonn with Moham- 
mad Larijani. deputy chairman 
of the Iranian parliament's 
foreign relations committee. 

A ministry statement said 
Mr. Kinkel stressed the im- 
..portance of keeping up a dia- 
logue with Tehran, but that 
this required all issues to be 
openly and sincerely discussed. 

“This is particularly true for 
questions concerning respect 
for human rights in Iran." the 
statement said. 

Germany has pursued a dia- 
logue with Iran at a time when 
most Western nations arc 
keeping it at arm’s length until 
it distances itself from radical 
guerrilla groups, improves its 
human rights record and with- 
draws the 1989 death edict for 
alleged blasphemy against Mr. 
Rushdie. 

Last October. Germany 
drew angry protests from 
Washineton’and London for 


allowing a visit by Iranian in- 
telligence chief Ali FaJIahiyan. 


lelligence chief Ali FaJIahiyan. 

The American Jewish Com- 
mittee last month criticised 
Germany’s relations with Iran 
and said Bonn's argument that 
Tehran could only be coaxed 


into the international fold 
through dialogue was a cover 
for purely commercial in- 
terests. 

Germany has been the big- 
gest Western exporter to Iran 
in recent years. 

Mr. Kinkel told Mr. Larijani 
nobody must be persecuted be- 
cause of his views or religion 
and asked Iran to stop discri- 
minating against followers of 
the Bahai religious group. 

“He expressed hope that 
Iran in the future will work 
constructively with the United 
Nations Human Rights Com- 
mission." the statement said. 

Mr. Kinkel urged Tehran to 
lift the death decree imposed 
on Mr. Rushdie by the late 
Ayatollah Khomeini for the 
author's novel “The Satanic 
Verses." 

He said his meeting with Mr. 
Rushdie in Bonn on Dec. 9 
underscored the importance 
Germany attached to the free- 
dom of "speech as a basic hu- 
man right. 

Mr. Kinkel also appealed for 
clemency for German engineer 
Helmut Szimkus. saying the 
Bonn government considered 
the case “an extraordinarily 
serious matter." 

Iran's supreme court last 
week upheld the death sent- 
ence against Mr. Szimkus. con- 
victed for spying for Iraq. Mr. 
Szimkus. an expert in heavy 
machinery who first came to 
work in Iran in the early 1980s, 
was arrested in 1991. 


Reagan, 
Meese - 
drop bid to 
suppress 
report 


WASHINGTON (AP) — For- 
mer Attorney General Edwin 
Meuse joined cx-President 
Ronald Reagan Friday in en- 
ding their court battle to sup- 
press the Iran-contra prosecu- 
tor's highly critical final report. 

But release of independent 
counsel Lawrence Walsh's re- 
port next week still could be 
blocked if former White House 
aide Oliver North asks the 
supreme court to review a Jan. 
7 federal appeals court order. 

Mr. Meese said through his 
lawyers that he would not seek 
supreme court review of the 
order by a special three-judge 
panel to release the report next 
week. • - 

Release of the Walsh report 
has been blocked for the past 
month by secret court filings 
from Mr. Reagan, Mr. Meese 
and Mr. North. Sources dose 
to the seven-year investigation 
of the Iran-contra scandal have 
said. Mr. North's lawyer could 
not be reached for comment. 


Djerejian hopes Geneva 
summit will be positive 


TEL AVIV I AP) — U.S. 
Ambassador Edward P. Djere- 
jian said Friday he was hopeful 
a weekend meeting between 
President Bill Qinton and Sy- 
rian President Hafez AI Assad 
will lead to "substantive move- 
ment" towards lsrueli-Syrian 
peace. 

Mr. Qinton and Mr. Assad 
are to meet Sunday in Geneva 
for talks in which Israelis hope 
Mr. Assad will spell out for the 
first time whether he is offering 
Israel the full peace it seeks in 
return for the Golan Heights. 

“We hope that the results of 
that meeting will provide The 
basis for substantive move- 
ment forward in the Syria n- 
Israeii negotiations." Mr. 
Djerejian told reports after an 
hour-lone meeting with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
Friday. 

Mr. Djerejian said Amer- 
ican officials were planning to 
arrive in Israel by Sunday night 
to brief Mr. Rabin on the 
Geneva meeting. 


He declined to assess the 
chances for a breakthrough or 
say whether Mr. Rabin had 
indicated what his reaction 
would be to a positive state- 
ment bv Mr. Assad. 


It was the first meeting be- 
tween Mr. Rabin and Mr. 
Djerejian. who took up his post 
Thursday. The ambassador, 
who speaks Arabic and is a 
former U S. envoy to Damas- 
cus. is viewed by many in Israel 
as a potential mediaior in the 
negotiations. 

The Maariv daily reported 
Friday that U.S. diplomats 
have informed Israel secretly 
that Mr. Assad is ready to 
publicly accept the "magic for- 
mula" of diplomatic relations 
and full normalisation in areas 
like rrade and tourism. 


The Walsh report concludes 
that Mr. Meese concocted a 
false account of one of the 
arms-for-hostages deals with 
Iran, according to other 
sources close to the probe, who 
have read portions of the 
Walsh document. Both sets of 
sources spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

“Once Walsh's report is 
made public." lawyers "will 
address both the report's out- 
rageous content and the irres- 
ponsible conduct of lawrcncc 
Walsh." said Mark Levin of 
the Landmark Legal Founda- 
tion. a conservative public in- 
terest law firm representing 
Mr. Meese. 


Also Fnday. Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Yossi Beilin said he ex- 
pected a quick resolution in 
ibis round of talks with the 
Palestinians, due to resume 
Mondav. 


"We look forward to the 
next step, which is to publicly 
confront Walsh's false state- 
ments head on." Mr. Levin 
added. "The (former) attorney 
general acted properly and re- 
sponsibly in every aspect nf 
this matter." 

On Thursday. Reagan 
lawyer Theodore Olson stud 
the former president's conduct 
in Iran-contra “was above re- 
proach" and that he would nor 
seek supreme court review — 
which could further delay the 
report's release. 

Mr. Walsh's report con- 
cludes that Mr. Reagan “set 
the stage" for the Iran-contra 
scandal's illgal activities, 
according to the second set uf 
sources 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 

Train smashes into bus in Algeria; 22 dead 


at r.lERS (R) — An Algerian freight train smashed into a 
bi at an unguarded crossing Friday killing 22 peopte and 
injuring 39, ihe state news agency APS reported, .^freight 
train barrelled into the bus near the town of Mouzaia, about 50 
kilometres southwest of the capital, and sliced it m half. 
Carrvine about 65 people from Algiers to the western Algeria* 
SPA town of Bou Hanifia, the bus turned off the mam road to 
cut across the tracks at an unofficial crossing; one passenger 
said. “The driver didn’t see the train and even when the tram 
whistled, instead of reversing he tried to go forward," tiie man 
told Algiers Television. “I was the last person trapped on the 
bus which was cut in half with its engine still running State 
television showed footage of the mangled remains of the bus. 
it seats crumpled and its metal casing npped to pieces. It was 
terrifying." said another passenger. “I was thrown nearly 10 
mewes and landed on people who were in a state tfiat I don t 
want to describe." Dozens of people were taken to hospitals m 
neighbouring towns of Biida and Al Affroun for treatmen t. A 
doctor at one hospital said neighbouring families brought extra 
beds to help cope with the overflow of patients, some of whom 
were shown lying on matrasses on the floor. 


Doctor forgets his own medicine 


CAIRO (R) — A plane carrying 229 passengers from Cairo to 
New York turned around just 10 minutes after take-off when a 
doctor on board said he had forgotten his own medicine. 
Officials at Cairo airport said Kazem Farag needed to take 
injections every four hours for a kidney* complaint and would 
not have survived the 12-hour journey . They said horiad left 
his syringes in a bag belonging to his brother, who had been 
supposed to fly with him but had not been allowed on the 
flight. The plane returned to Cairo, dropped Dr. Farag off, 
and took off again without him. they said. 


Abducted Assyrian priest released 


rDIL, Turkey (AP) — An Assyrian priest who was abducted 
five da vs ago has been released, police sources reported. The 
Rev. Melki Tok of the Assyrian Church was released 
Thursday near the site of his abduction in this town in 
southeastern Turkey, said a police source on condition of 
anonvmity. Rev. Tok was from the Mor Gabriel Monastery. 
Another priest from the same monastery was abducted last 
February, and never returned. Local authorities said they 
believe Kurdish separatists were responsible for the kidnap- 
pings. The extremists are opposed to socialist Kurdish 
separatists, from ihe •. Kurdish Labour Party, who are waging a 
guerrilla war in the southeast. The region is home to an 
estimated 5,000 Assyrian Christians. Members of the church 
also live in Iran, Syria and India. 


Israeli denies attempted murder in Cyprus 


NICOSIA (R) — An Israeli faring charges of attempted 
murder in Cyprus pleaded not guilty on Friday before a 
criminal court in the port city of Limassol. Mordechay Ben 
Mayer. 40, a factory worker who tried to escape by jumping 


from a court window last December, is the only suspect in the 
alternated murder of a Limassol diamond merchant on Nov. 4. 


attempted murder of a Limassol diamond merchant on Nov. 4. 
Philokypros Matheou. 46. was stabbed by a hooded man in the 
port city but survived. Hours after the stabbing police arrested 
Mr. Mayer and his girfriend Paula Fargon. 33, a secretary, as 
they prepared to board a plane to Tel Aviv at Larnaca airport. 
Both were remanded but Ms. Fargon was released on Nov. 16 
after police found nothing incriminating against her. Mr. 
Mayer will stand trial on Feb. 22. - 


Israeli shelling wounds shepherd in Lebanon - 


TYRE. Lebanon (R) — Israeli forces shelled the area round a 
South Lebanon village just north of their occupation zone 
Friday, wounding a shepherd, security sources said. A dozen 
artillery shells fired from inside the zone slammed around the 
village of Shaqra wounding the herder and killing a large 
number of sheep, they added. Guerrillas of the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah (Party of God) are active in Shaqra. In a separate 
incident in the south, a Hizbollah guerrilla was wounded in a 
clash between members of the group and Syrian-backed Amal 
movement in the village of Khirbet Silm. The sources said the 
brief clash was sparked by a dispute over the use of a mosque 
in the village. 


Group accuses Syria of rights abuse 


PARIS (R) — - A Syrian opposition group alleged on Friday 
ahead of President Hafez Al Assad's meeting with U.S. 
President Bill Qinton that Damascus had jailed thousands of 
opponents without trial and systematically tortured detainees. 
The Paris office of the League for the "Defence of Political 
Detainees in Syria said it was asking Amnesty International 
and other organisations to denounce human rights abuse 
before the meeting in Geneva on Sunday. The group alleged 
Several thousand opponents were in prison without charges or 
trial and that 15 of them had been held for the past 23 years. 
Some convicts were not released after serving their sentences, 
it said. The group said in a statement that hundreds of 
opponents were now on trial before a military court, and some 
political detainees, including 38 people allegedly arrested 14 
years ago, were missing. It alleged about 30 detainees had 
been tortured to death and some detainees had died from the 
effects of ill-treatment after release. The group urged human 
nghts organisations to protest against what it called torture 
and unfair tnals. demand the release of all political prisoners 
and request the lifting of the state of emergency in Syria. 


U.N. envoy expects developments in Cyprus 


ANKARA (Rj — A senior U.N. official said on Friday he was 
hopeful that the two sides in divided Cyprus would soon agree 
on ranfidcnce- building measures. “Wc hope developments on 
confidence measures will reach a raoid conclusion." 


_. o - v nuw. U6»6iuuill6n0i Ifll 

omfidencc measures will reach a rapid conclusion." Gustave" 
Fcissel special envoy for Secretary-General Boutros Ghali, 
said after meeting Turkish Cypriot Prime Minister Hakki 
A tun. • 
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Iraq to continue supplying oil to Jordan 


DISCUSSING RADIO, TV PLANS; His tants. The Prince was briefed on the cor- 


toyal Highness Prince Mohammad, the poration’s plans and production of prog- 

legent, Saturday visited the Jordan Radio rarames. He also toured part of the corpo ra- 


nd Television Corporation and met with its 
Srector general, Radi Alkhas and his assis- 


lion's sections (Petra photo) 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Iraq has agreed 
to continue supplying oil to 
Jordan under an exemption 
granted by the U.N. Security 
Council during talks in Bagh- 
dad last week between Jor- 
dan's energy and natural re- 
sources minister and Iraqi offi- 
cials. informed sources said. 

They said Minister Walid 
Asfour held a series of talks 
starting with Iraqi Oil Minister 
Safa Hadi Jawad and other 
ministers as well as Prime 
Minister Ahmad Hussein Khu- 
dayar. 

Dr. Asfour also met with 
presidential adviser Jaafar 
Dhia Jaafar. reports from 
Baghdad said. 

“During rhe talks. Iraq 
agreed to renew the annua] 


agreement on oil supplies to 
Jordan and the accord could be 
formalised soon." said one 
source. No details of the agree- 
ment were immediately avail- 
able; nor was it known whether 
it differed much from the 1993 
accord. 

Under a tacit exemption 
granted by the U.N. Security 
Council, which imposed a 
sweeping international embar- 
go against Iraq following Bagh- 
dad's invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990. Iraq is allowed to 
export oil to Jordan. 

Jordan gets an average of 

50.000 barrels of crude oil and 

20.000 barrels of fuel oil from 
Iraq trucked overland daily to 
the Kingdom’s refinery in Zar- 
qa. 

No cash is changing hands in 
the deal since the oil is sup- 
plied partly free and partly in 


settlement of Iraqi debts to 
Jordan. 

The sources said rhe main 
purpose of Mr. Asfour's visit 
to Baghdad, where he arrived 
Wednesday, was to renew the 
oil agreement and that he also 
held general discussions on 
Jordanian-Iraqi ties and pros- 
pects of cooperation after the 
expected lifting of sanctions. 

“The (Iraqi) government is 
highly hopeful that the sanc- 
tions could be lifted before 
April, although U.N. officials 
have said that it could not be 
done before June." said a di- 
plomatic source. 

According to the source, the 
Iraqi government, which 
accepted long-term monitoring 
of its weapons programme late 
last year after a protracted 
stand-off wirh the U.N.. was 
focusing on rhe work of U.N.. 


inspectors in Iraq with a view 
to getting a clean certificate 
from them before March. - 

"Iraqi officials have been 
holding extensive discussions 
with representatives of major 
international oil companies on 
post-sanctions cooperation." 
said 3 highly-informed diplo- 
mat. “These included Amer- 
ican as well European, particu- 
larly French and Italian firms. 

Also expected to be raised 
during Dr. Asfour's visit to 
Baghdad was Jordanian con- 
cern over the impact of the 
reopening of Iraq's Umm Oasr 
Port on the flow of Iraq-bound 
cargo through Aqaba. 

In talks in Amman in late 
November. Iraqi officials 
assured Jordan that the flow of 
Iraqi imports, which has 
dwindled to 20 per cent of 
pre-crisis levels, would con- 


tinue and that Umm Oasr. 
Iraq's only outlet to rhe Gulf, 
would be used to accommo- 
date small freighters wirh cargo 
from the far east. 

The U.N. Security Council is 
due to meet on Tuesday to 
decide whether to maintain the 
international embargo against 
Iraq. 

The Iraqi News Agency 
(IN A) reported late Saturday 
that Jordan and Iraq signed an 
agreement in which they 
agreed to cooperate in "all key 
oil industries, including ex- 
cavating and digging." 

The agreement covers bi- 
lateral cooperation in all the 
sectors of the oil industry, in- 
cluding drilling and explora- 
tion, along with Iraqi technical 
assistance for the Jordanian oil 
industry and training for Jorda- 
nian oil workers, INA said. 


’rincess Basma leaves for AFM trading continues upward swing 

neeting on development Commercial banks benefit Grom doubling of trade volume 


MMAN (Petra) — Her 
byal Highness Princess Bas- 
is Saturday called on the Un- 
ed Nations to corroborate its 
>dal. economic and environ- 
ental roles around the globe 
id help build up individual 
(lions' capabilities in these 
ilds. 

The new facts emerging in 
e post cold w'ar era bring 
.out numerous challenges 
uch call for increased United 
jtions attention, said Prin- 
ts Basma shortly before leav- 
l for New York to attend a 
ecial U.N. -organised meet- 
5 to discuss development. 
The world organisation has 
t up a special high level 
ivisory task force to help 
rmulate concepts and future 
oerammes for the United 
itions development prog- 
mmes in the current decade! 
The coming U.N. meeting 
Reels the organisation's deep 
ncem for the need to en- 
tice socio-economic and en- 
jonmental concepts which 
u be acted upon in coopera- 
with world governments. 


said the Princess. 

Among the issues emerging 
around the world in the post 
cold war era. said Princess 
Basma. are poverty, natural 
and environmental catas- 
trophes. famine, refugees, and 
the break up of communities, 
all of which endanger mankind 
and world security. 

The components of peace 
comprise human rights, respect 
of mankind's dignity, democra- 
cy and protection of the en- 
vironment which, she said, go 
hand in hand with socio- 
economic development. 

The Princess stressed the 
need for new modem patterns 
of management and financing 
of socio-economic programmes 
and close cooperation among 
world nations. 

Thanking the United Na- 
tions for electing her as a mem- 
ber of the task force to deal 
with these questions. Princess 
Basma said her election repre- 
sented an appreciation of Jor- 
dan as a country with pioneer- 
ing experiments in the field of 
socio-economic development. 



Irab union officials seek to enhance work 


tlMAN (Petra) — Delegates 
federations of labour unions 
seven Arab countries 
fhered at the Jerusalem 
ttel in Amman Saturday for 
.wo-day workshop on work- 
i* rights and means of boi- 
ling the work of their un- 
is. 

Organised by the Federation 
Jordanian Labour Unions 
ILU) in cooperation with 
i Brussels-based Interna- 
bal Cbnfederatiori of Free 
ade Unions (ICFTU). the 
sering is pri marily aimed at 
jveying the ICFTU ’s experi- 
ies and expertise to Arab 
kra tions and unions in the 
as of organisation, demo- 
nic orientation and further- 
l labour movements in the 
®b World. 

According to FJLU officials. 


the delegates will discuss prob- 
lems and difficulties facing 
their respective unions, issues 
such as depriving workers of 
their rights, especially in third 
world nations, and questions^ 
concern to Arab labour federal 
tions. 

Khaled Shreim. FJLU 
secretary general, (welcomed 
the delegates who included 
representatives- of labour un- 
ions in Palestine. 

Mr. Shreim outlined Jorda- 
nian labour laws and regula- 
tions and workers' gains, pri- 
vileges and rights. 

Referring to the workshop, 
he said it was organised in view 
of the urgent need of the Arab 
labour unions for advice and 
guidance concerning labour-re- 
lated problems, workers rights 
in forming unions, and other 
topics. 


ICFTU representative 
George Martinez noted in an 
opening speech that the rights 
of labour unions are basic to 
the labour movement. Without 
workers’ rights there can be no 
labour movement, and it is 
imperative that labour activists 
learn about workers' rights in 
order to organise a defence of 
those rights, said Mr. Mar- 
tinez. 

Seminars, workshops and 
gatherings (o discuss labour 
issues are legitimate methods 
of highlighting the rights of 
workers, he added. ~ - 

According to Mr. Shreim. 
delegates will review several 
working papers on topics such 
as labour legislation, human 
rights, social and economic 
situations in the Arab region, 
and violations of workers' 
rights. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


lalhas urges private hospitals to 
xtend emergency care 

MMAN (Petra) — Health Minister Abdul 
shim Malhas Saturday urged private hospitals 
offer medical services to emergency cases 
ider any circumstances. In a circular sent to 
ese hospitals. Dr. Malhas said the private 
tilities can ask for any form of guarantees other 
an cash and obtain the hospitals' financial 
jhts after providing the necessary medical 
satment. 

j ■ 

armouk, JUST heads meet 
prghiz minister 

MMAN (Petra) — Yarmouk University Presi- 
W Mohammad Kama! Saturday received visit- 
j! minister of higher education in the Kirghiz 
^public, Askar Kakiev, and discussed with him 
ms of establishing of scientific and academic 
operation between the university and universi- 
js in the new republic. Dr. Kama I briefed Mr. 
ikiev and the accompanying delegation on the 
fablishment and development of the university, 
r. Kakiev and the delegation also visited the 
Pkn University of Science and Technology 
MST) where they were received by University 
feadent Kamel A1 Ajlouni. Discussion at the 
Wing focused on academic cooperation be- 
=en JUST and Kirghiz universities. 


RJ to fly to new Al Ain airport 

ABU DHABI (Petra) — Director of Civil 
Aviation at Abu Dhabi International Airport 
Sheikh Hamdan Ben Mubarak Al Nahayan 
Saturday discussed with a delegation represent- 
ing Royal Jordanian (RJ), the national air car- 
rier. the inauguration of a new route between 
Jordan and Al Ain International Airport once it 
opens. Sheikh Mubarak voiced his delight over 
having RJ as one of the first airliners to use the 
airport. Jordanian ambassador to the United 
Arab Emirates A wad Abu Obeid. who was 
present at the meeting, said RJ’s operation of the 
new route affirms the brotherly relations between 
Jordan and the UAE. 

JPMC discusses 5-year plan 

SHIDIYEH (Petra) — The board of directors of 
the Jordan Phosphate Mines Company (JPMC) 
Saturday held a meeting at its premises in A I 
Shidiyeh phosphate mines in southern Jordan 
and discussed the company's five-year develop- 
ment plans, company Director General Sameh 
Al Madani said. Mr. Madani said the meeting 
focused on financial matters in addition to issues 
pertaining to increasing the company's produc- 
tion. The board also discussed the prospect of 
expanding the Shidiyeh mines, the industrial 
complex in Aqaba and other projects. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


£ fo/Iow/ng listings are compiled from monthly 
ffoftns and the daily Arabic press. Readers are 
yised to verify the listed time and place vrith 
concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

polo exhibition by artist MuwafTaq Al Sheikh 
p th* Royal Cultural Centre. 

^exhibition by artist Sadik Kwaish entitled 
i ‘TaUsma'» at Baladna Art Gallery. 
^Exhibition of Iraqi books at the Royal Cultural 


Centre. 

☆ Permanent exhibition of contemporary Arab 
artist and “Chair’' exhibition al Darat Al 
Funun of the Abdul Hameed Shontan Founds- i 
tion in Jabal Luweibdeh. 

POETRY RECITAL 

* Recital of Ibrahim IS as rail ah poems (to be sung 
by Kama! Khalil to lute music) at Darat Al 
Funun of the Abdul Hameed Shoman Founda- 
tion in Jabal Luweibdeh at 7:00 p.m. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Trading in ihe 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) continued an upward 
swing, with the weekly 
volume doubling in two 
weeks, figures released by 
the market showed Saturday. 

Shares worth JD26.565 
million changed hands during 
the week ending Thursday 
compared with JD13.46 mil- 
lion in the previous week. 

In the . parallel market, 
where shares of companies 
with nor-fully paid up capital 
are traded, the volume went 
down to JD2.32 million from 
JD2.77 million in what brok- 
ers described as a small in- 
dication of investors' shift to 
stocks of established com- 
panies. 

Commercial banks were 
the main beneficiary in the 
surge in AFM trading, after 
investors zeroed in on them 
following the signing of the 
Jordan-Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) econo- 
mic cooperation accord on 
Jan.-7.- 

.The banking sector 
accounted for more than 40 
per cent of AFM trading in 
the last two weeks. 

Among other things, the 
Jordan-PLO accord clears 
the way for the reopening of 
the branches of Jordanian 
commercial banks in the 
occupied West Bank, closed 
when Israel seized the terri- 
tory in the 1967 war. 

Shares of the Bank of Jor- 


dan. one of the banks poised 
to reopen in the West Bank, 
closed Wednesday at 
JD4.890. compared With 
JD4.570. 

Arab Bank shares went up 
an opening price of JD2U0 in 
the week, but closed at 
JD191 on Wednesday. Brok- 
ers said the decline was partly 
because of official statements 
that banks will be only 
allowed to reopen their West 
Bank branches one by one. 

The Arab Bank. Jordan's 
largest commercial bank, was 
earlier reported to be prepar- 
ing to open more than ID 
branches in the occupied ter- 
ritories. 

Bankers and officials said 
one of the main reasons for 
the rise in the stock market 
was the lifting early this 
month of certain curbs on 
commercial bank credits. 
While the decision by the 
Central Bank of Jordan 
(CBJ) did not immediately 
pump in huge amounts into 
the market, it did help' boost 
investors' confidence in the 
national economy, they said. 

Omayya Touqan. director-' 
general of the AFM. was 
quoted as saying: "the in- 
crease in activities at the 
stock market is a result of the 
Central Bank of Jordan's de- 
cision, which boosted inves- 
tor confidence, and the eco- 
nomic agreement signed be- 
tween Jordan and the PLO.” 

“Both moves have created 
a kind of optimism /that is 



The trading floor at the Amman Financial Market (photo by Aynsley Floyd) 


reflected in all trade and in- 
vestment activities." Dr. 
Touqan said. 

Brokers said it was also 
natural that investors' in- 
terest "remains high in the 
beginning' of the financial 
year when most firrns release 
annual figures. As such, they 
said, there was always a mini- 
mum level of trading in 
stocks during January higher 
than earlier monihs. 

This level, they said, was 
boosted by the additional fac- 
tors that come into play after 
the recent CBJ moves and 
the Jordan-PLO agreement. 

“It is a combination of 
factors." said a veteran biok- 


er. “The lifting of ceilings on 
certain sectors of commercial 
credits and the signing of the 
agreement worked together 
with normal trends in the 
beginning of the year in the 
stock market." 

Nearly 11 5. companies with 
equity valued at market 
prices at JD3.5 million are 
listed at the AFM. Trading in 
the market hit a record 
JD969 million in 1993. with 
the first seven months of the 
year accounting for 75 per 
cent of the volume before the 
PLO and Israel unveiled their 
secretly worked out auton- 
omy agreement and heralded 
several months of uncertain- 


ly over Jordan’s role in the 
peace process and regional 
economy. 

That uncertainty was 
cleared to a large extent by 
the signing of the Jordan- 
PLO agreement on economic 
.cooperation. 

“Of course, the signing of 
the Jordan-PLO economic 
agreement injected a fresh 
impetus into the market, but 
a lot remains unclear.” said a 
banking official. "Investors 
are looking for some detailed 
insight into the actual econo- 
mic role Jordan and the 
Jordanian private sector will 
be playing in the Jordanian 
Economy." 


Jordan, 

Yemen 

sign 

customs 

memo 

AMMAN (Petra) — A team 
from the Yemeni Customs De- 
partment Saturday wound up a 
nine-day visit to Jordan by 
signing a memorandum paving 
the way for cooperation with 
the Jordanian Customs De- 
partment in several fields. 

Under the terms of the 
memorandum. Jordan and Ye- 
men will exchange information 
related to smuggling opera- 
tions and will coordinate 
efforts related to customs 
work, tariffs and other 
cusroms-related affairs. 

The two sides also agreed to 
organise training courses for 
customs officers, exchange ex- 
pertise and information related 
to technical work such as defin- 
ing prices, analysis, classifica- 
tion, temporary entry of goods 
and the treatment of semi- 
finished industrial products. 

The agreement also covered 
programmes for exchanges of 
visits by officials from the two 
sides and cooperation in up- 
grading administrative func- 
tions. 

Yemen is ro benefit from rhe 
Jordanian experiments in pre- 
paring lists of customs tariffs, 
airport customs work and cus- 
toms operations at ports and 
border posts. 

The memorandum was 
signed by Mohammad Jamal, 
director of customs and Abdul 
Rahman Kuhali. head of the 
Yemeni Customs Department.- 

During the visit Mr. Kuhali 
and his team toured the cus- 
toms offices in Amman. 
Ramthu. (he Zarqa and Aqaba 
free zones. Oueen Alia Inter- 
national Airpon as well as the 
Mudwara Customs Office in 
the southeast. 

The Yemeni team later left 
for home. 


Minister to outline Kingdom’s achievements 
in environmental protection at international forum 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of Municipal and Rural Affairs 
and the Environment Ahmad 
Akaileh Saturday said that he 
would present several working 
papers dealing with the en- 
vironment in Jordan at an in- 
ternational meeting in Buenos 
Aires opening Monday. 

The papers will outline Jor- 
dan's achievements with re- 
gard to environmental protec- 
tion as provided for in the 
National Strategy on the En- 
vironment which was prepared 
in cooperation with the Inter- 
national Union for the Con- 
servation of Nature (IUCN). 
said the minister in a pre- 
departure statement. 

Organised by rhe IUCN . 


the meetings are scheduled to 
last until Jan. 26 and be 
attended by delegates from 
nearly all the world's nations, 
said Mr. Akaileh. who will 
head the Jordanian ream to rhe 
meetings. 

The delegation will take pan 
in at least three workshops at 
the international gathering in 
the Argentine capital to discuss 
environment-related issues, 
according to Mr. Akaileh. 

The team will coordinate its 
stand with the other Arab de- 
legations artending the meet- 
ing. especially in matters re- 
lated to environmental plan- 
ning. the creation of national 
parks, setting up of wild life 
reserves and legislation cover- 


ing the environment. 

More than 3.000 delegates 
are expected to attend the in- 
ternational meeting which is 
held at the General Assembly 
level once every three years, 
according ro Mr. Akaileh. 

The Switzerland-based 
IUCN was founded in 194S in 
order to promote the conserva- 
tion of natural resources by the 
scientific monitoring of their 
conditions, mobilising scien- 
tific and professional resources 
to investigate the most serious 
conservation problems and re- 
commend solutions. 

It also develops programmes 
to help countries devise and 
cany out conservation pro- 
jects. 



Ahmad Akaileh 


Police arrest theft suspect 
in Irbid governorate 


IRBID (Petra) — Irbid police 
Saturday reported the arrest of 
a man suspected of stealing 
from cars. 

Brigadier Hashem Al Qaisi. 
the police department director 
here, said that a search for the 
suspect was launched when the 
department received repeated 
complaints by car owners who 
reported that items left in their 
cars had been stolen or tam- 
pered with. The theft victims 
said their cars were parked in 
front of their homes. 

At least 13 complaints were 
made at various police stations 
in Irbid' governorate over the 
past few weeks. Brig. Qaisi 
added. 

In the course of investiga- 
tions. he said police placed a 


man. identified only as H. 
H.M. from Jerash district, 
under surveillance. 

When police arrested the 
man. said the Brigadier, he 
was in possession of a gun. 

According to Brig. Oaisi. 
the suspect was interrogated 
and admitted to stealing sever- 
al items from cars including 
radio cassette players, cash and- 
small bags as well as home 
appliances which he said he 
had found on a bus in Reimoun 
town, near Irbid. 

Meanwhile in Amman the* 
Public Security Department 
(PSD) Saturday reported that 
434 road accidents occurred in 
Jordan in the first week of 
January, resulting in six deaths 
and injury to 3f# persons. 


Produce export society 
registration approved 


Department assists 460 needy families 

SOUTH SHUNEH (Petra) — The Social Development 
Department in the South Shuneh district has given recurrent 
assistance worth JD 165.000 to 460 needy families during 
1993. according to department director Mifleh Al Jaghbeer. 
Mr. Jaghbeer said the department has also presented urgent 
help to 12 needy families. The department, he added, also 
allocated JD52.000 income-generating projects for 43 poor 
families. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Jordanian Society for the Ex- 
port of Fruits and Vegetables 
Saturday said that it has se- 
cured approval for its official 
registration. 

A society spokesman said 
that registration would help 
rhe society organise and en- 
courage Jordanian exports of 
fruits and vegetables and enter 
into new markets abroad in 
cooperation with the support 
from Jordanian authorities. 

The society will begin on 
research, management and en- 
couragement of exports of new 
types of fruits and vegetables, 
advise farmers on modern 
means of harvesting crops, as 
well as packaging and trans- 
porting produce, said the 
spokesman. 

He said that the society will 
also publish daily bulletins of 
produce prices in international, 
markets and the amounts and 
specifications of fruits and 
vegetables required in world 
markets. 

The announcement coin- 
cided with a statement by the 
Agricultural Marketing Orga- 


nisation (AMO) that Jordan's 
fruit and vegetable exports to 
foreign and some Arab states 
increased noticeably last year. 

AMO Director General 
Salem Lawzi said that Jordan's 
exports of these products in- 
creased by 224 per cent to 
non-Arab states. 92 per cent to 
Bahrain. 19 per cent to Leba- 
non. 17 per cent to Qatar and 
15 per cent to the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 

According to Dr. Lawzi, 
tomatoes accounted for 44.6 
per cent of total exports, fol- 
lowed by oranges and cucum- 
bers. 

But. he noted, lesser quanti- 
ties of eggplants, peppers, 
lemons and marrow were also 
exported to these countries last 
year. 

At the same time, Jordan's 
imports of fruits and veget- 
ables in 1993 dropped by 
around 38.8 per cent over the 
previous year. 

Jordan, he said, imported 
onions, dates, apricots, apples, 
potatoes, cherries and grapes 
last year. 
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Encounter in Geneva 


PROGRESS OR the lack of it in the Middle East peace 
process depends, to a large extent, on the outcome of the 
summit that will be held today in Geneva between Syrian 
President Hafez Af Assad and U.S. President Bill 
Clinton. Syria and the U.S. hold between them quite a 
few cards that are essential to resolving the more 
intractably aspects of the Arab-fsraeli conflict. 

- Syria has been not only a main party to the conflict 
between the Arabs and Israel since the start of the 
Palestine issue early in this century; it has also been a 
major player in regional politics as a whole. Together 
with Egypt, and at times with Iraq. Syria has been a 
leader among the Arab parties to the conflict. Although 
at the moment it has little influence on the PLO 
leadership, the prime interlocutor of the Israelis, it still 
yields considerable influence on a sizeable Palestinian 
opposition based in Damascus and active in the West 
Bank and Gaza. Without Syrian blessings to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat's peace efforts, he will And it 
difficult to control Palestinian opposition in the occupied 
territories, satisfy Israeli demands for security and meet 
the demands of Palestinians for a democratic society. 

Syria is, at the same time, the main power broker in 
Lebanon. With help from Iran and Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah party in Lebanon, Syria can block any 
agreement between that country and Israel as it did in 
1983. Jordan, on the other hand, has consistently said 
that it would not go for separate peace with Israel and 
would rather insist on a comprehensive settlement that 
would essentially include Syria, Lebanon, as well as the 
Palestinians. 

Meanwhile, the U.S., the strategic ally of Israel and 
the sole superpower in today's world, is seen by many 
players in the region as being capable of contributing 
heavily to the kind of shape that the region win take for 
decades to come. The U.S. has been fully involved in the 
region’s affairs since the early 1950s. Besides, Washing- 
ton has, in addition to Israel, at least three main allies in 
the East Mediterranean region: Egypt, Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey. While Egypt and Saudi Arabia might not be too 
powerful allies in terms of ultimate strategic considera- 
tions, at least as far as Syria is concerned, Turkey has to 
be taken into account each time Damascus takes a major 
political move. 

Syria has genuine fears of being ultimately squeezed 
between the two powerful regional allies of the West: 
Israel and Turkey. The issue of the Golan Heights, per 
se. is not on top of the Syrian agenda. President Assad 
has repeatedly said that Syria could live without the 
Golan for decades. But Syria cannot certainly live very 
soundly without Lebanon or in a region where Israel is 
the sole regional power. Syria has been under Western 
pressure for a long time and it will not certainly yield to 
any sort of American pressure unless at least its 
legitimate security demands are met. President Clinton 
will have to listen to what Syria wants in other spheres, of 
course, but the U.S. will also be keeping in mind that 
Syria will simply not vanish as a regional power at any 
time soon. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR daily Saturday welcomed a declaration by 
presidents Clinton and Yeltsin, issued in Moscow, reaffirming 
their desire to establish peace on the basis of U.N. Security 
Council resolutions 242 nad 338 and the exchange of land for 
peace. The paper said that the declaration assumes added 
importance, haring been issued on the eve of the Assad- 
Clinton summit in Geneva. Sunday, and one on which so many 
hopes are attached to give real and serious momentum to the 
peace process. The reaffirmation of the U.N. resolutions by 
the co-sponsors of the peace process is vita! and for the 
process's success and could help put an end to Israel's 
instransigence. said the paper. It should be noted, said the 
paper, that the Israelis are continually trying to escape from 
any commitment for withdrawing forces* from the occupied 
Arab land and are stalling withdrawal from Gaza and Jericho 
arejs as agreed with the PLO. Indeed, the Clin ton- Yeltsin 
declaration serves as a positive introduction to the Geneva 
summit and could give the American role more effectiveness 
in terms of forcing the Israelis to succumb to the will of the 
international community, added the daily. It said that the 

Arabs have offered all they can towards reaching a permanent 
settlement and it is now up to Moscow and Washington to sec 
to it that their declaration would not be regarded by Israel as 
mere ink on paper. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Dustour criticised the lengthy and 
tedious speeches by the Lower House of Parliament members 
who. he said, had resorted to rhetorics reminiscent of those of 
the mid 1960s. Saleh Al Oaifab said that the lengthy speeches 
attracted no listeners as they tackled matters that have been 
discussed over again with no particular action taken on the 
part of Parliament to deal with them on the ground. The writer 
said that the speeches were more or less resembling those 
heard during the election campaign and served no purpose but 
merely temporarily appeased citizens who had elected the 
deputies in their respective districts. We had hoped that the 
deputies would not resort to these futile tactics but rather 
support the views of their own financial committee, whose 
members they all chose, to present their views with regard to 
tl.! fiscal budget, said the writer. 


Sundays Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


GATT — a tempting unknown 


GATT 

Tariffs 


is :m abbreviation of the General Agreement for 
and Trade. Its main objectives are the elimination of 
quota sv stems in trade, the reduction of customs taxes and the 
removal of all restrictions that hinder the free flow of trade 
among nations. 

Original!}., the agreement was signed in l y 47 by 23 nations. 
The number of participants rose steadily to reach 117 states. 
The purpose is to facilitate exchange of gi»ods to maximise 
mutual benefits among the member states, encourage more 
specialisation and promote exchange of commodities instead 
ot closing ihe borders. 

Lasr month GATT entered a new era and more advanced 
stage, as the 117 nations reached a new accord after seven 
years of tough negotiations and hard bargaining. It was finally 
agreed that the closed and protected markets will be open up 
for international competition. 

The GATT agreement includes several exceptions which 
secure flexibility to addrvv. the various circumstances of 
different countries, especially developing ones. Preferential 
treatment is still allowed it n takes place in the context of 
regional cooperation. The re I ore. an Arab common market or 
an Arab customs union docs not violate GATT provisions. 
Economic boycott on political grounds i*, also permissible. 
Joining GATT therefore does not necessarily affect the Arab 
boycott against Israel .is long as the state <4 war continues to 
exist. 

The GATT agreement allows temporary reasonable protec- 
tion to domestic production and infant industries. There is 
nothing in the agreement that obliges a member state to 
import commodities that contradict the religions and cultural 
traditions. Members can ban certain books, films and other 
material. Such it err.'- could not be imposed under freedom of 
trade. 

If and when Jordan joins GATT, the world's vast markets 
will be wide open to Us export?, without discrimination. Jordan 


is obviously a small country open to the international markets. 
No important and efficient industry can be established in 
Jordan if it is dependent solely on its small domestic market. 
Exporting is the key for growth. 

However, joining the GATT has its costs as well. Member 
states cannot increase their customs taxes, impose quantitative 
quotas on imports, discriminate against other members, 
prevent importation of certain goods by way of protection, 
tighten currency controls or impose excessive fees on transit. 
An international court of justice is set to resolve differences 
and prevent violations. It is not that difficult for Jordan to 
adapt itself to rhe above conditions. As a matter of fact, most 
of these conditions are already fulfilled. 

There is a big disagreement among Jordanian economists in 
their views on whether Jordan will be better off joining 
GATT, or keeping out and shutring itself away from the world 
market. Traditionalists and reactionaries still consider any 
international accord as a capitalistic plot to exploit developing 
countries. They claim that GATT will make the rich even 
richer, and the poor even poorer. More liberated and 
up-to-date economists, on the other hand, try to take the 
world as it is. They support joining the GATT and taking 
advantage of the huge international marker. They reject the 
notion of isolation and closure. 

Even the expected rise of up to 10 per cent in the prices of 
certain food items has its positive side. It will encourage local 
farmers who were previously unable to compete with cheep 
and subsidised food imports like milk and wheat. 

Having said that. I should admit that the available informa- 
tion about the new GATT agreement is too meager. Not one 
study has been made yet to quantify costs and benefits of 
joining GATT. Everything that has been said so far by our 
economists, including this article, is still at the stage of 
personal impressions. No final judgement can be passed until 
after in-depth study, based on the right information. 


Is the re hope still for Africa? 


Serge Michzilof is an expert on the economics of development 
with vast Feld experience. He joined the World Bank a few 
months ago. In this article he talks to Marie-Pjcrre Subtil 
and Je&n-Pserre Turqui of Le Monde about development 
problems in sub-Saharan Africa. 


What is the economic stale of 
health of sub-Saharaa Africa? 

Bad, unfortunately. Even 
allowing for the fact that statis- 
tics. which are very worrying, 
need to be handled with cau- 
tion. there are unmistakable 
danger signals: the continent's 
dwindling share of world trade, 
the increase in its cereal im- 
ports. debt explosion, financial 
crises affecting almost every 
country, raraf exodus, urban 
unemployment. 

In some areas where swift 
progress was made in previous 
decades, there has even been 
regression, with deindus- 
trialisation and a deterioration 
of basic public services, health 
and education. And although 
farm output has increased, it 
still can't keep pace with a 
fast-rising population. 


tend to play down the import- 
ance of ethnic factors. 



How has this deterioration 
come about? 

People put it down to the fall 
in raw- material prices and 
worsening trading conditions, 
which is tantamount to pinning 
most of the blame on the out- 
side world. That’s a little facile 
and not very convincing. For 
how do you explain the success 
of some Asian countries which 
have been subject to the same 
external constraints? South 
Korea, whose income per head 
used to be similar to Ghana's 
at the time when the African 
countries were gaining inde- 
pendence. has now overtaken 
Portugal economically and is 
hot on the heels of Greece. 

The crisis arose from a suc- 
cession of serious errors of 
economic policy and from mis- 
management. This is a damn- 
ing indictment of the African 
elites, yet still a hopeful sign: 
for while nothing can be done 
about market forces, economic 
policies car* be changed — look 
at 0?Ba — and management 
improved. 


I share many of their conclu- 
sions. but I have reservations 
as well. The ethnic factor ex- 
ists. The urban elites one 
meets often deny it, just as it 
used to be denied in Tito’s 
Yugoslavia. But it's a complex 
and still powerful phenomenon 
that reemerges whenever a 
state is weakened or disrupted 
by political upheaval. In some 
countries democratisation, by 
enabling various social groups 
to express themselves, has 
actually encouraged a resurg- 
ence of course, that I'm against 
democracy in Africa! 

Isn't there a danger that gov- 
ernments can’t meet all the 
aspirations liberated by that 
process of democratisatioo? 

In that respect, the present 
democratic movements in Afri- 
ca are ambiguous. They are 
both progressive, because they 
have swept away some incom- 
petent regimes, and utterly 
reactionary, in that they are 
trying to bring back discredited 
economic systems. That is be- 
cause their supporters come 
from urban milieux and arc 
precisely those people — civil 
servants, government em- 
ployees students — who suf- 
fered most from the austerity 
measures that were the inevit- 
able result of economic bank- 
ruptcy and of being bailed out 
by western money. 


Africa needs is not authorita- 
rian states — it's had all too 
many of them, with disastrous 
results — but regimes with 
backbone, which is not the 
same thing. Such regimes are 
trusted by the elite and the 
population at large because 
they fix their objectives dearly 
and spell out the stages needed 
to attain them. Surely present- 
day Poland can’t be described 
as an authoritarian state? 

Africa needs countries that 
are capable of imposing un- 
popular reforms. The transi- 
tion from stagnation to de- 
velopment isn't a natural one. 
It entails a major drop in in- 
come for some social groups. 
That's why most countries 
which took that road were 
prompted by fear — Japan was 
afraid .of . the . West. South 
Korea of its northern neighV 
bouf, Thailand and Malaysia 
of communism, Tunisia of fun- 
damentalism, and Mexico of 
social disintegration. 

What development co- 
operation policy should France 
have towards Africa? 

France has an important role 
to play at this cnidat point in 
time, when the future may turn 
out in all sorts of ways. Were 
we to continue the way we 
have been going, our develop- 
ment cooperation in the next 
century would probably consist 
of little more than emergency 
aid for refugee camps and cash 
for this or that warlord we had 
decided to support. 

Today we can facilitate the 
implementation of the econo- 
mic reforms that are indispens- 
able for Africa’s development 
— but there is no way wc can 


much in our interest, as a 
country whose companies 
operate in or trade with Africa, 
and whose population has diffi- 
culty in assimilating African 
immigrants, that Africa de- 
velops quickly and becomes a 
market of a billion consumers, 
a region whose peoples are not 
forced to emigrate, and a zone 
of stability. 

Africa's economic failure 
and demographic growth, the 
highest in the world (the conti- 
nent's population is now 
doubling every 20 years), will 
lead to violent upheavals un- 
less something is done. With- 
out economic growth, we may 
find a situation like that in 
Liberia or Somalia spreading 
everywhere. It may still just be 
possible to avert disaster in a 
country like Somalia. But if a 
whole chunk of the continent 
begins to go to pieces — Fm 
thinking of the region around 
Zaire, the forest-covered coun- 
tries bordering on Liberia. 
Nigeria and its region — then 
the situation will get quite out 
of control. 


Wirt’s ibe answer to these 
pr oblems ? 


“Soft-bettied governments which give in to 
every pressure group and indulge in irres- 
ponsible demagoguery are unlikely to carry 
through - reforms . ” 


Aren't cultural constraints to 
blame too? 

It was fashionable 30 years 
ago to regard southeast Asia as 
doomed To go hungry for ever. 
Experts were pessimistic ab- 
out Asia because they re- 
garded The heritage of Con- 
fucianism as incompatible with 
industrial development. Such 
theories now igck very silly. 
Cultural constraints do exist, 
but too much shouldn't be 
made >f them. Information 
isn’t properly circulated in 
Africa; the family in the 
broadra: sense her. too much 
influence, as do dan net- 
works: and the wav wealth is 
accumulated encourages 
Mafia-likc systems which mili- 
tate against a transparent eco- 
nomy and prevent the market 
economy from working prop- 
erly. 

But such obstacles are by no 
means insurmountable, as long 
as radical reform comes soon. 
The governments of eastern 
Europe, when facing a rather 
similar situation, realised the 
need for reform and tried to 
make up the ground they had 
lost in double-quick time. ’.Most 
African leaders prefer to 
blame international specula- 
tion and cultural constraints. 
It's true that speculation is 
harmful, but behind their argu- 
ments there's obviously a wish 
to keep things 2 s they arc. 


French and African academics 


The economic reforms vital 
to growth are incompatible 
with the objective interests of 
such groups. So there's a dan- 
ger that the fragility and fun- 
damental structural ambiguity 
of African democracies may 
encourage their leaders on opt 
for facile demagoguery. And 
that could lead to populism 
and worse, as it did in Latin 
America, and already has in 
some African countries. 

Unless the new generation 
of leaders manage to come up 
very quickly with a new type of 
democracy that is suited to 
African societies and capable 
of economic efficiency, they 
could well soon be swept away 
by a return to authoritarian 
rule. And that would result not 
in development, but probably 
in a recurrence of the earlier 
regimes* habit of dipping into 
the national purse, which can 
only work when raw material 
prices arc buoyant. When they 
are low. you get a Liberian- 
type situation. 

Are authoritarian states Ibe 
only ones capable of Introduc- 
ing the necessary reforms? 

That's a tricky one. AUI can 
say is that soft-bellied govern- 
ments which give in to every 
pressure group and indulge in 
irresponsible demagoguery are 
unlikely to cany through re- 
forms. Most of the countries 
that have managed to emerge 
from underdevelopment _ — ■ 
South Korea. Taiwan, Tunisia 
— have had strong regimes. 
But that’s not an absolute rule: 
many strong regimes have 
bankrupted their countries. 

I don't believe in strong-arm 
democracy, so I think what 


impose them. 

It’s in France's interest to 
see Africa become a centre of 
prosperity and not a zone de- 
vastated by civil wars. To do 
that, we need to clarify the 
objectives of our development 
co-operation policy, which are 
very ambiguous. A quarter of a 
century ago they were simple. 
There was an ethical objective, 
which is still valid. There was a 
political objective: France suc- 
ceeded in shielding some states 
from the disasters that could 
have been caused in that re- 
gion by the cold war. then at its 
height (look at what happened 
in Angola). And there was a 
trade objective: after the oil 
crisis, France tried to extend to 
Africa its policy of encouraging 
developing countries to sign up 
major contracts with French 
public works companies. The 
results were disastrous, with 
the French taxpayer often hav- 
ing to pick up the bill. 

It’s time we reviewed our 
objectives. The cold war is 
over. The unconditional sup- 
port France has given certain 
regimes can no longer be justi- 
fied, and may even be in total 
contradiction not only with 
ethical considerations but with 
the desire to encourage re- 
forms. As Africa is bankrupt at 
the moment, a return to the 
policy of promoting public 
works contracts would be mis- 
guided. 

Only the ethical objective 
remains valid today. But wc 
can’t be otherworldly about 
this. Any development co- 
operation polity is an element 
of foreign policy. In order to 
last it must be based on wh*t is 
in our interest. Now it is very 


The organisations involved 
in French development coop- 
eration and their staff have 
enormous experience. But 
their effectiveness depends 
mainly on the goals they are 
assigned. If they are just ex- 
pected to support certain reg- 
rmes unconditionally, they will 
not operate in the same way 
they would if their task were to 
encourage development effec- 
tively. France supported the 
regime of the outgoing Mada- 
gascan president throughout 
the eighties. Wouldn’t it have 
been better to turn off the tap? 
The country’s economy has 
been destroyed by a regime 
notorious for its incompetence 
and corruption. 

Development co-operation 
that aims genuinely to serve 
the interests of both France 
and Africa should encourage 
good management instead of 
trying to put out fires that have 
been tolerated, and sometimes 
even lit, by irresponsible lead- 
ers. 


h It still wise to give massive 
aid to African governments? 

Most so-called “structural 
adjustment aid" in fact goes to 
shoring up national budgets. 
One wonders what exactly it 
adjusts. It tends to be provided 
on a virtually permanent basis 
and has the perverse effect of 
allowing the postponement of 
measures that will sooner or 
later have to be introduced 
anyway. It is 8 strain on the 
French budget, amounting to 
over FF4 billion (£4 60 million) 
— more chan the emergency 
budget recently earmarked for 
France’s deprived city areas — 
on top of the cost of debt 
cancellation. 

The- t’s a way of using these 
sums more intelligently. They 
should be i*. directed into what 
is known as sectoral adjust- 
ment aid,*' which is targeted to 
specific goals, arranged on a 
contractual basis with our Afri- 
can partners, and designed to 
put their economics on a 
sounder footing. It is pointless 
to try to push through a 
wholesale reform of any Afri- 
can economy at top speed, for 
no African government, parti- 
cularly a democratic one. has 
the resources to fight on every 
front at the same time. A 
sectoral approach means that 
problems can be singled out 
and solved one by one. 


Is democracy 
losing 


its romance 

By Michael Kinsley 




BACK IN the 1980s, when 
hawks were hawks and doves 
were doves, it used to be said 
that democracies do not fight 
each other. When doves 
argued for “peace" in, say. 
Central America, the hawks 
answered that the best assur- 
ance of peace in any region was 
the establishment of democra- 
cy, even by violent means if 
necessary. Once established, 
democratically elected govern- 
ments will never choose to 
spend the people’s blood and 
treasure making war against 
their democratically elected 
neighbours. 

It’s a nice thought. Unfortu- 
nately, it’s been disproved in 
Yugoslavia, where the fall of 
communism has brought a vi- 
cious three-way war. Serbia 
and Croatia, both under demo- 
cratically elected presidents, 
intermittently fight each other 
while jointly dismembering 
democratic Bosnia. Serbia bad 
a parliamentary election Dec. 
19 in which all the parties 
supported Serbia’s aggression 
— although it has left the 
country a basket case. The 
Yugoslav mess is one reason 
some former hawks have be- 
come born-again doves. They 
have lost their interest in 
promoting democracy. They 
look at the postcommunist 
world and see that the most 
common cause of war is 
nationalist hatred — which 
democracy, far from suppres- 
sing. actually gives vent to. 

Ls democracy starting to lose 
its romance? It seems like an 
odd question. On the map of 
the world, democracy is having 
a great run. It has triumphed 
over the Soviet empire (well, 
details to be worked out in 
some places); it has conquered 
South America; it has arrived 
in South Africa. And yet at the 
same time you can sense a 
certain world-weary disillusion 
setting in. 

This can be seen, for exam- 
ple, in the way western obser- 
vers keep moving the goalposts 
for that hero of democracy, 
Boris Yeltsin. Democracy lov- 
ers have been remarkably 
understanding as Mr. Yeltsin 
has shut down newspapers, 
produced a constitution out of 
his hip pocket that makes him 
virtual czar, forbidden candi- 
dates in the recent election to 
criticise his constitution on 
television, put off for years bis 
own need to run for reelection 
and so on. This was all justified 
as an “interim” necessity in 
order to establish Russia on a 
democratic course. But if Mr. 
Yeltsin continues to govern in 
a style one journalist predicts 
will be “enlightened author- 
itarianism," it’s a safe bet the 
apologias will continue. 

The model here, of course, 
is China. While Russia — 
struggling to reform the eco- 
nomy and the political system 
at the same time — sinks ever 
deeper into poverty, China, 
which is trying capitalism with- 
out democracy, grows richer at 
an astonishing rate of 13 per 
cent a year, China’s leaders 
still aspire, at least, to a tota- 
litarian regime. Dissidents are 
still arrested, and the govern- 
ment recently outlawed all 
satellite dishes. But it would be 
hard to argue honestly that 
China’s approach has served 


the average citizen wozse than 
Russia's. 

The case for the Chinese 
model is that while democracy 
and capitalism may go 
together, democracy and the 
conversion of an economy to 
capitalism do not. Economic 
reform is chaotic; it makes 
things worse before they get 
better; it creates new inequali- 
ties that take getting used to. 
Capi talism , in short.needs an 
authoritarian government to 
push it through. Then, when 
widespread middle-class 
prosperity is securely estab- 
lished democracy will naturally 
follow. 
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A less attractive version of 
this argument leaves out the 
last step. It holds that concepts 
like “democracy’’ and “indi- 
vidual rights" are western no- 
tions, which (unlike, apparent- 
ly, the western concept of 
^capitalism'*) are out of place 
B consensual Asian cultures. 
Singapore and Taiwan have 
thrived on capitalism without 
democracy. 

The ethnically Asian Presi- 
dent of Peru, Alberto Fu- 
jimori, sometimes likes to imp- 
ly that he is importing tins 
’Asian culture to South Amer- 
ica. Early in 1992 he shut down 
the courts and the congress, 
abolished civil liberties and be- 
gan ruling by decree. The re- 
sult? The Shining Path guerril- 
las, who were strangling the 
country, have been almost 
beaten; the economy is thriv- 
ing and Fujimori is highly 
popular. “Traditional demo- 
cracies will end up in the gar- 
bage heap," he told a Peruvian 
magazine. 

Even in the heartland of 
“traditional" democracy, the 
United States of America, 
there are whiffs of disenchant- 
ment. The “populism" surging 
through American politics 
these days has a certain anti- 
democratic flavour. Or. at 
least, it reflects a resentment of 
democratic institutions and 
procedures. “Washington" 
and politicians have replaced 
“Wall Street’’ and rich 
businessmen as populism’s 
favourite targets. -The 
favourite populist remedies — 
congressional terms limits, a 
balanced-budget amendment 
— would be new constraints on 
democracy. And, like earlier 
versions, today’s populism 
hungers for a strong leader on 
a white horse. Thus Ross 
Perot, America’s would-be Fu- 
jimori. __ __ 

On the other hand, the con- 
ventional response to today's 
populism in America also has 
an antidemocratic tinge, as 
highminded commentators be- 
moan democracy's incompati- 
ble demands for high benefits 
with low taxes, the paralysing 
effects of interest groups and 
so on. 

As the movie The Remains 
of the Day reminds us, there 
was a time not long ago, the 
1930s, when openly expressed 
doubts about the wisdom of 
democracy as a system of gov- 
ernment were positively 
fashionable, even in estab- 
lished democratic societies. 
These days everybody pays at 
least lip service to the demo- 
cratic ideal. Will that change? 
Just asking — Time magazine. 
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LETTERS 


‘Unwise’ decision 


To the Editor: 


1 would like to express my utmost concern with Pope John 
Paul ITs unwise decision to recognise the state of Israel while 
IsraeJowun^ns its occupation, oppression, crimes and racism 
JSKJ5S ?j2S t ® nd M"* 1 ™ Palestinians and denies them 

^ ' dependence and their right 

to return to their homeland. ^ 

beS^n *th ? development in the relations 
bera^xn the Catholic Church and the Muslim people. 

rW mam tejeficiary of the Pope’s S, he has 

m/S- *£*.*?■■ t0 ? e VatiCM ’ not on] y 5n tbe eyes of 
¥^!3 S > but 10 ^ CyeS honourable people inflfewSd. 
Ifind it repugnant that the Vatican and Israel agree “to fight 
raosm and intolerance” while Israel is the most brutal. rac& 
and intolerant state in the world. 

wiAJMd^wSfT cquate - i . ls dwahlishment of relations 

re*v a ^ r Tlr ,l LS e ^ n,rion of ^ « no 

nStarvoc^k^«!? n ** pul . an CTd brad’s brutal 
military occupation and racism against the Palestinian people. 


Mohammad AU Haddad, 
Amman. 


readers^" and contributions from its 
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Things can get hairy off-piste 
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By Tim McGirk 

I TOLD my Tibetan cook that 
I was going, to Kashmir to 
search by helicopter for a beast 
whose tracks — larger than a 
auufs — had been spotted by a 
Swiss ski guide near the sum- 
mit of a 4,000m Himalayan 
peak. “It’s the yeti,” said Dol- 
ma matter-of-faedy. Then she 
gave me a useful piece of 
advice- "Yeti’svery angry. If 
yeti starts chasing you, never 
run up the mountain — always 
go down,” Dolma said. 

Why, I asked. My Tibetan 
cook replied with unfailing 
logic: “Yeti has long, long hair 
and when he runs down, hair 
falls in his eyes and he cannot 
see where he is going.” 

Whenever I told friends that 
I was off to look for weird 
anim al tracks, they either 
laughed or offered strange bits 
of yeti-lore. In Nepal several 
years back, I learnt, a Japanese 
tourist tried to buy a yeti scalp 
that was among sacred objects 
in a remote Buddhist monas- 
tery. It is hard to say what one 
could do with a yeti scalp — 
use it as a tea cosy? — but 
anyway the abbot refused. 
That same night the red, 
shrivelled and hairy scalp was 
stolen, and the Japanese tour- 
ist was never seen again. 

Someone else told me of a 
shepherd attacked one night by 
a creature larger than a bear. It 
burst into his hut and would 
have tom him apart if the dogs 
hadn't driven it off. This is 
supposed to have taken place 
in me same Kashmir range of 
the Himalayas where the slri 
guide found the mysterious 
tracks. 

The only person who did not 
seem prepared to jump to the 
conclusion that the tracks be- 
longed to the abominable 
snowman was the man who 
discovered them, Sylvain 
Saudan. ‘T don’t know what 
kind of animal they belong to, 
bat Td like to find out,” said 
Saudan, a skier and moun- 
taineer. He had sent photo- 
graphs of the trades to the 
Natural Museum in Paris and 
to another museum in Munich 
requesting identification. 
"Both places said that 
although their studies were not 
conclusive, the tracks did jjot 
correspond, to any known 
animal,” says Saudan, who; 
also sent copies of the photos 
to the National Geographic 


Society in Washington and 
awaits its reply. “Judging from 
the prints, the Paris experts 
think this animal weighed ab- 
out 48 legs, Mr. Saudan says. 

A robust, strong-jawed man 
in his fifties, Mr. Saudan is 
known in France and Switzer- 
land as skieur de l 'impossible 
for his daredevil exploits. He 
made his reputation skiing 
down near-vertical mountains 
in the Alps and Himalayas, 
where a fall meant instant 
death. 

Now Mr. Saudan is running 
an outfit called Hi mala ya Heli- 
ski, which flies out of Kashmir. 
His clients are very, very rich 
European and Americans; 
they own department stores, 
factories and banks. They are 
the kind of people who collect 
antique Ferraris or who can 
afford to bring their private ski 
instructor with them to Kash- 
mir (a week's heli-skiing costs 
£3,700). They are not your 
usual crack-brained abomin- 
able snowman hunters. 

“I don't believe in yeti 
legends,” says Mr. Saudan 
carefully, “but it's hard to 
think that in mountains as im- 
mense as the Himalayas there 
isn't something out there that 
we don't know about." 

On 3 May 1991 at 10 a.m., 
Mr. Saudan spotted a new 
peak that looked ideal for 
skiing. It was high, more than 
4,000m, with a broad, sweep- ' 
ing descent. There was no 
wind, and in the shadows cast 
by the rocky summit, the snow 
was still feathery. The pilot, 
Gilles Verdan, eased down the 
helicopter on the mountain's 
broad shoulder, about 100 
metres from the summit. Mr. 
Saudan, along with another 
guide, Daniel Semblanet, from 
Chamonix in France, and three 
other companions jumped out 
with their bundles of skis and 
poles. When the blizzard whip- 
ped up by the departing heli- 
copter cleared, they had a fine 
view of the Himalayas. Then, 
not more than 20 metres from 
where the helicopter bad left 
them, the skiers noticed the 
strange animal tracks. 

“From a distance, I thought 
these are a man’s tracks,” re- 
calls Mr. Saudan. “But there 
was no reason for a man to be 
up there — the nearest village 
was a .three-day walk..” He 
added: "This creature did not 
take the easy way up the 
mountain, otherwise we would 


Priorities could converge in Geneva 

(Con tinned from page !) 


Mr. Assad and Mr. Rabin out 
of the “you-first” cycle. 

“The major strategic issues 
between Israel and Syria 
have already been resolved. 
It will be an opportunity in 
Geneva for Assad to explain 
what peace will mean when 
he gets guarantees of an 
Israeli pullout,” said the di- 
plomat. 

Syrian Vice-President 
Abdul Halim Khaddam said 
two weeks ago that recogni- 
tion of and normalisation 
with Israel are negotiable. 
Mr. Rabin followed up on the 
comment saying be was ready 
to discuss ftdl peace for foil 
withdrawal. 

Mr. Assad is unlikely to let 
Mr. Clinton down. He knows 
that the peace process has as 
much to do with Syrian- 
American relations as it does 
with Svrian-Israeli relations. 

In return for Mr. Assad's 
announcement, Mr. Clinton 
will likely stress the import- 
ance of Syria in the peace 
process and offer to play a 
foil partner in Syrian-Israeli 
talks. 

When the issue of Lebanon 
comes up in the three- hour 
meeting, Mr. Assad has no 
serious problems: Both Israel 
and the U.S. have tacitly 
accepted Syrian dominance 
of its neighbour and today 
Lebanon is treated as an 
afterthought. 

In his travel last month to 
get die parties back to the 
negotiating table, U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher met twice with 
Mr. Assad, twice with Yasser 
Arafat, and once with King 
Hussein. Rafik A1 Hariri, the 


Lebanese prime minister, 
had to make due with a tele- 
phone call. 

To guarantee Israel secur- 
ity on its northern border, 
Syria has to curb the Iranian- 
backed Hizbollah. Mr. Assad 
now has a greenlight from 
Tehran to do just that, 
according to diplomats. Ira- 
nian officials assured Damas- 
cus it will maintain its strong 
ties with Syria even if it dis- 
arms Hizbollah and even if it 
signs a peace deal with Israel. 

For Mr. Assad, improving 
relations with the sole super- 
power in the world today is a 
top priority. For the time 
being Syria will remain a 
member of the dub of na- 
tions which the U.S. accuses 
of sponsoring “terrorism.” 
But the U.S. could be paving 
the way in the future for 
removing Syria’s name off 
the list, espedally if there is a 
breakthrough in the peace 
process. The last State De- 
partment report notes “no 
evidence that Syrian officials 
' have been directly involved 
in planning or executing ter- 
rorist attacks outside Leba-- 
. non since 1986.” 

Mr. Clinton will certainly 
raise the issue of Palestinian 
factions opposed to the peace 
process based in Syria. Mr. 
Assad provided a haven for 
opponents of the process, 
namely the 10 Palestinian 
groups known as the 
"Damascus 10.” 

Mr. Assad, in his fourth 
meeting with a U.S. presi- 
dent, will try to focus on 
bilateral issues and his role in 
the area in American 
thinking. . 

Syrian-American relations 


Clinton and Assad meet today 
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.(Continued 

*hich look down on Israel's 
^>lee region and control the 
r °ad to Damascus. 

Mr. Clinton was on the last 
srop of a tour of Western and 
eastern Europe that focused 
NATO. Bosnia and nuclear 
. ,s ?. n 5 af hent. He has already 
visited Brussels, Prague. Mos- 
cow and Minsk. • 


from page 1) - 

Gbiicvd with nothing, he will 
give the impression that he was 
used by a leader often re- 
garded in the United States as 
a "terrorist." 

Syria appears year after year 
on the State Department list of 
countries That support “ter- 
rorism." 

Ahead of their summit, the 
Syrian and U.S. presidents met 
with Swiss President Otto 
Stich. and Mr. Assad also met 
U.N. Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali. 


have seen its tracks, all the way 
up. No, this creature seems to 
have climbed up the back side 
of the mountain — a 1,000ms 
wall of rock and ice. A bear 
couldn’t have done it, and a 
man could only have done it if 
he had ropes and his name was 
Reinhold Messner.” 

Baffled, Mr. Saudan and his 
companions followed rhe 
tracks upwards towards the 
crest of the mountain. “When 
a man climbs in deep snow, be 
digs his toe in first, makes a 
little step.But whatever made 
these marks didn't climb like 
that. Its feet were flat against 
the snow,” says Mr. Saudan. 
"I’m not a hunter, but to me, 
these tracks looked fairly 
fresh. In some of the tracks, 
you could see what looks like 
the imprint left by two large 
toes.” 

Mr. Saudan and his compan- 
ions measured the tracks, 
which were bigger than a ski 
boot, and snapped off about 80 
photographs. Seven skiers, the 
helicopter pilot and co-piiot all 
saw the tracks. The creature 
had walked up within easy 
range of the summit, then 
veered across the face of it 
before disappearing down the 
same sheer cliff of rock and 
ice. "A man never would have 
done that — a man would have 
climbed to the top and had a 
look around, after all that 
effort,” Mr. Saudan says. 

The party radioed back to 
the helicopter. Mr. Gilles, the 
pilot, zoomed down the back 
of the mountain and picked up 
the mysterious tracts as they 
crossed a wide snowfield. "I 
lost the trail in the rocks, and 
from there on down the valley 
it was all wooded.” After 30 
minutes, they called off the 
helicopter hunt. “I had the 
impression that he knew we 
were there and organised him- 
self to get lost very quickly,” 
Mr. GiUes says. 

Mr. Saudan warned me that 
I would require the strongest 
possible luck to see this crea- 
ture — or even its footprints — 
during two days’ flying. We 
met at Himalaya HeU-ski's 
base at the Hotel Centaur, set 
in the fruit orchards on the for 
side of Dal lake from Srinagar. 
Apart from Saudan ’s skiing 
clients,, the hptel’s other guests 
were all military officers. Indi- 
an security forces are fighting 
against Muslim separatists in 


Kashmir, and at night, the 
sound of gunfire drifted across 
the lake from the old city. Few 
tourists dare venture into 
Kashmir these days. 

The helicopter ripped across - 
the lake, and we looped up- 
wards, leaving behind the 
Moghul gardens and mustard 
fields and headed towards 
Tibet, entering into the vast, 
towering whiteness of the 
mountains. Gazing at the . 
Himalayas, which cover 
thousands of square miles from 
Bhutan up to Afghanistan, Mr. 
Saudan and I talked of why, if 
a yeti does exist, it is not seen 
more often. “Most of the 
mountain people have no 
reason to go up into the peaks. 
They don’t really know what’s 
up there.” The only humans 
who do venture deep into the 
Himalayas are mountaineers, 
says Mr. Saudan, but they are 
only interested in peaks above 
5,000 metres, where there is 
little oxygen and no small 
animals or plants to sustain a 
48 kg creature. The yeti, or 
whatever it is, evidently does 
not share man’s desire to con- 
quer mountains. 

Mr. Gilles is an experienced 
mountain pilot who knows how 
to ride the icy updrafts rolling 
off the peaks, the way eagles 
do. As the Lama helicopter 
skims over blurred forests of 
white birch and pine, Mr. Ver- 
dan and his co-pilot scan the 
frozen landscape for signs of 
life. Rarely do they see any- 
thing. "I've been flying here 
for three years, and yon know 
what I've seen? Two bears, a 
fox and a troupe of white, 
long-haired monkeys. That's 
all. There are so many places 
for an animal to hide,” Mr. 
Verdan told me as the helicop- 
ter roared up through an icy 
ravine. In Europe, the treeline 
usually ends at about 3,000 
metres. Here, temperatures 
are milder, and the forests 
often stretch up to 4,000 
metres, giving cover and food 
to wildlife. 

I cannot look at a mountain 
covered with snow, anywhere, 
without imagining how I would 
ski down it. After flying for 
half an hour, the temptation to 
giye up the yeti bunt and pur 
ori sltis grew unbearable. Filial- , 
ly J'TMr Saudan tfirected the 
pilot to a south-facing peak, 
and the helicopter deposited us 


at 4,000 metres and zoomed 
away. The silence was magnifi- 
cent. Light-headed from the 
lack of oxygen and exhilara- 
tion, I felt weightless, as 
though I’d soon drift off the 
edge of the mountain and 
float. It was an agreeable 
sensation until I realised I was 
standing next to a 500 metres 
precipice. I backed away, an- 
xious to join the other skiers’ 
huddle. Mr. Saudan checked 
that our avalanche bleepers 
were on, and then he poled off, 
cutting turns like rhythmic ex- 
plosions in the deep, sparkling 
powder. I followed, with more 
exuberance than grace. After a 
mile or so of steep, but not 
perilous, open bonds, we de- 
scended into a forest of pines 
and white lurches that looked 
as though they were wrapped 
in parchment. 

There were no yeti tracks, 
but I was past caring. The 
siding was easier than I had 
imagined; a French couple in 
their mid-sixties, after initial 
jitters, were first into the heli- 
copter, clamouring for a 
second run. We made nine 
runs down four mountains that 
day, about 30 kilometres of 
uninterrupted skiing. I had the 
wild impulse to withdraw all 
my life savings, pawn my furni- 
ture and have my children go 
without supper and shoes, just 
so that I could go again and 
again. Heli-skiing in the Hima- 
layas is exquisitely addictive. 

That evening, Mr. Saudan 
showed me photographs of the 
tracks, but he refuses to let 
them be published until die 
National Geographic Society 
has analysed them. “If Nation- 
al Geographic say they know 
what kind of creature made the 
tracks — a bear or something 
— then I'll drop the matter,” 
Mr. Saudan claims. And if it is 
a yeti? 

“I don't want to capture it. 
I’ve always thought this vast 
world of mountains is not like a 
dead, icy planet, and that it 
contains animals unknown to 
ns. Maybe big ones. It would 
be enough to have proof that 
this creature does exist. But 
Tm not going to go charging 
off looking for It,” Mr. Saudan 
says, laughing. 

“The Himalayas are a big 
place. It's enough to see its 
footprints” — The Indepen- 
dent. , . 


have developed since Damas- 
cus joined a U.S.-led multi- 
national force which drove 
Iraq from Kuwait in February 
1991 and helped free Western 
hostages in Lebanon. 

Mr. Assad has made sever- 
al goodwill gestures to the 
U.S. ahead of the summit. 

Syria, harshly critical of the 
PLO’s secret deal with Israel, 
made a volte-face last week. 

It joined seven other Arab 
states in describing the Israel- 
PLO deal as the first step on 
the path to peace. "The 
ministers ... studied develop- 
ments since the signing of the 
Palestinian-Israeli declara- 
tion of principles, which is 
considered as a first that 
should be complemented by 
steps on other tracks to 
achieve a just and compre- 
hensive peace in the region," 
said a communique issued by 
the foreign ministers of six 
Gulf countries and their allies ■ 
Syria and Egypt. This was not 
highlighted in the local press. 

To win support on Capital 
Hill, Mr. Assad gave exit 
visas to the last 800 Syrian 
Jews. He also is helping a 
U.S. congressional team in- 
vestigating the fate of seven 
Israeli servicemen, who went 
missing in Lebanon in 1982. 

Since the beginning of the 
peace process, Assad's main 
strategic goal is to improve 
relations with the U.S. This 
goal is more important than 
the Golan,” said a European 
diplomat. "Assad is patient, 
he can wait for the Golan." 

Simultaneous with the di- 
plomatic approach to Syria, 
Washington has also been ac- 
tive in trying to induce 
Damascus to be more 
pragmatic in the peace pro- 
cess through incentives. It 
has implicitly approved the 
transfer to Syria of three 
American-made Boeing pas- 
senger planes from Kuwait— 
as a gift and is believed to* 
have influenced a decision by 
the Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil (GCC) to announce a £700 
million aid package to Syria. 

The European parliament 
recently unfroze an assistance 
programme for Syria. 

Damascus, whose econo- 
mically is relatively indep- 
dent of the West, is known to 
be seeking aid with no strings 
attached, and is unlikely to 
accept any internationally- 
monitored aid along the lines 
that the Palestinians were 
promised after the signing of 
the Sept. 13 accord. 


House endorses draft budget 


(Continued from page ]) 

of the country. 

He also rejected what he 
called the gloomy picture some 
deputies painted of the econo- 
mic situation in Jordan, adding 
that his government rejects this 
image but added the govern- 
ment welcomes "constructive 
criticism.” 

The prime minister said the 
administrative reform and de- 
centralisation programmes 
would lead to the creation of 
an effective bureaucracy and 
would be accompanied by leg- 
islation that would facilitate 
their success. 

Responding to criticism ab- 
out Jordan’s intention to join 
the GATT agreement. Dr. 
Majali said rhe Kingdom 
would join the agreement only 
under terms acceptable to it 
and in harmony with its poli- 
cies. 

Dr. Majali also said the gov- 
ernment plays a strong role in 
the economy, pointing out that 
the government's expenditure 
amounts to 35 per cent of the 
GDP and the public sector 
employs about 40 per cent of 
the labour force. 

He said Jordan's foreign 
debt had to be paid because 
the country stood to suffer 
more if it defaulted on paying 
back its debts. 

President of the Finance 
Committee Ali Abul Ragheb 
said that some deputies were 
influenced by ideological be- 
liefs in their discussion of the 
budget, rejecting the accusa- 
tions that the panel's recom- 
mendations were not adequ- 
ate. 

The draft budget law will 
now be referred to the Upper 
House of Parliament. It will 
become law after it is approved 
by the Senate and signed by 
His Majesty the King. 


Following are excerpts from 
Mr. Gammoh’s reply to the 
deputies: 

— The government is trying 
through its various program- 
mes and plans to address the 
problems of poverty and un- 
employment. The policy is to 
support certain segments of the 
population through subsidising 
basic commodities. 

— Jordan has to continue to 
reduce the deficit in the budget 
gradually to make it reach 2.5 
per cent of GDP in 1998. 

The Ministry of Finance has 
taken measures to achieve a 
comprehensive tax reform 
through revising the income 
tax, customs duty and the sales 
rax laws to reduce the burdens 
shouldered by citizens and to 
make them clearly understood 
by investors. 

— The government will refer 
to the Lower House amend- 
ments on the laws of invest- 
ment encouragement, com- 
panies and the investments en- 
couragement department to 
make them fit the current era 
and to attract investors. 

— Die Central Bank of Jor- 
dan will review legislation with 
a view to making credit facili- 
ties flexible and suitable for the 
investment requirements. 

— The sales tax conforms 
with Article 12 of the Constitu- 
tion in that it rises as the 
income rises and vice versa and 
it includes many exemptions. 

— The sales tax fow will be 
offered to the - House for 
approval after being endorsed 
by the Cabinet. "Ypu will de- 
bate, and you will have the 
right to approve, amend or 
reject it, whatever you see fit 
for the national interest.” 

— Die government has up- 
dated the currency exchange 
law to make it fit the needs of 


Gulf war claims at least $7b 

(Continued from page 1) 


companies in Kuwait have sub- 
mitted claims for corporate, 
losses. 

The Jordanian government 
has estimated at S3 billion its 
national losses from the influx 
of over 350.000 citizens who 
were forced to leave Kuwait. 

This covers costs of extra 
medical services, education, 
and energy. It also reflects 
losses suffered by Jordanian 
corporations whose traditional 
Gulf markets disappeared. 


such as the once thriving land 
transport fleet, and the nation-, 
ai airline Royal Jordanian. 

Jordan also wants com- 
pensation for losses estimated 
at £500 million annually since 
1990 caused by complying with 
the trade embargo on Iraq, its 
main trading partner. 

However, since Jordan can- 
* not claim embargo losses from 
the U.N. commission it hopes 
for compensation in other 
ways. 



Pristine slopes for daring skiers in the Himalayas 


the present time and suit in- 
vestment requirements. Die 
government has prepared a 
study on the establishment of a 
corporation for guaranteeing 
deposits and is working on a 
draft taw on monitoring the 
work of banks and expanding 
the Central Bank’s role in this 
regard. 

— The economic restructur- 
ing programme aims to achieve 
a six per cent growth in the 
GDP at constant rates and 
between 5.5 and 6.5 per cent 
during the programme's period 
from 1994-98. 

It also aims to reduce the 
deficit to 6.4 per cent of the 
GDP to 1993, and 5.3 per cent 
in 1994 and to reduce It gra- 
duallytowards the end of the 
programme period to make it 
reach 2.5 per cent. 

The programme also pro- 
vides for maintaining inflation 
at around 4.5 per cent during 
the programme period. 

— Jordan will reap several 
benefits as a result of im- 
plementing the programme, in- 
cluding enabling it to reach 
agreement with the Paris and 
London dubs of creditors on 
rescheduling its debts, allowing 
Jordan to receive loans from 
the World Bank and Japan, 
transferring a S32 million grant 
from the European Union to 
Jordan, and receiving about 
£40 million in loans from Japan 
and the World Bank to carry 
out water and energy projects. 

Implementing the- program- 


me will also enable Jordan to 
get additional finanrial support 
in the form of grants and soft 
loans from other countries and 
international and regional 
organisations to address the 
gap in the balance of pay- 
ments, which is estimated at 
about £400 million annually, 
and this will help stabilise the 
Jordanian dinar exchange rates 
and increase Jordan's reserves 
of hard currency. 

— The government is work- 
ing on reducing the deficit in 


(Continued from page I) 

transfer of civil authority to 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho, but there was no prog- 
ress on security issues that 
have delayed the Israeli with- 
drawal. 

Dr. Shaath said he was going 
to Tunis to attend a meeting of 
the PLO Executive Commit- 
tee. due to start there Saturday 
and brief PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat on the Taba talks, 
which are due to resume on 
Monday. 

He will also hand Mr. Arafat 
a letter from President Hosni 
Mubarak on "Egyptian sup- 
port for the Palestinian issue.” 

Dr. Shaath, a top Arafat 
aide who leads the PLO de- 
legation to the talks, charged 
in an interview with Egypt’s 
Middle East news agency that 


the budget and the 1994 budget 1 
shows a deficit of about JD 156 
million, which might rise to JD 
456 million if Jordan repays 
some of its debts. Die deficit is _ 
estimated to be 5.8 per cent of ’ 
the GDP in 1994, and this 
percentage is expected to drop 
to 5.3 per cent at the end of 
1994. 

— This budget is the first 
since 1963 which does not show 
an additional deficit after 
adding the expected grants and 
loans. 


Israel was stalling. 

“This might be because they 
are waiting for results of the 
Assad-Clinton summit or be- 1 
cause we didn't accept the : 
Cairo paper as a final agree- ; 
ment." he said. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi- • 
mon Peres said as negotiations ’ 
in Cairo ended Dec. 30 that "a 
meeting of the minds” was 
reached on introducing auton- 
omy in Gaza and Jericho. The 
Israelis later portrayed it as a 
full-fledged agreement, which 
the PLO as quick to deny ; 
particularly on the question of; 
border control. ! 

"To sum up the situation of; 
the talks now. it is conflict., 
between the largest amount of > 
Palestinian freedom and digni-' 
ty and the eternal Israeli strug- 1 
gle for its security." Dr. Shaath : 
said. 


PLO upbeat over Geneva summit 
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AL-MASHREK INTERNATIONAL SCHOOLS 

AMMAN- JORDAN 


THE SCHOOL SEEKS TO EMPLOY A QUALIFIED ENGLISH 
TEACHER FOR THE ELEMENTARY LEVEL . 

THE SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATE MUST HOLD A UNIVERSITY . 
DEGREE, A TEACHING LICENSE IN JORDAN, AND AT LEAST 
TWO YEARS’ EXPERIENCE IN TEACHING ENGLISH FOR THE 
ELEMENTARY LEVEL . 

INTERESTED CANDIDATES TO CALL : 

TEL ( 837735 ) STARTING 18 JANUARY 1994 , 

FOR APPOINTMENTS . _ ^ 
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must stem population 
to feed itself, report says 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
world appears near the limit of 
its 'ability to produce more 
-food, and' its exploding popula- 
tion must be controlled if peo- 
ple are to be adequately fed in 
coming decades, the Worl- 
dWatch Institute said in a re- 
port released Saturday. 

Growth in food production 
has slowed dramatically as the 
earth's ability to produce is 
being pushed to its limits, soil 
and water resources are being 
degraded and exhausted, and 
benefits from new technologies 
are- diminishing, the annual 
“State of the World" report by 
the 1 Washington think tank 
said. 

__ ^“Achieving a humane ba- 
lance between food and people 
now depends more on family 
planners than on farmers." 
said Lester Brown. Worl- 
dwatch president and the re- 
,port’s senior author. 

‘ 'Mr. Brown said the “grow- 
ing-demand for food and the 
earth's physical capacity to 


satisfy those needs may domin- 
ate the next four decades as 
much as idealogical conflict 
dominated the four decades 
from 1950 to 1990.” 

At a news briefing, Mr. 
Brown said this year's report 
was unusually grim because 
"we have enough data now. 
Unfortunately, now I think we 
can see more of the constraints 
emerging more clearly,” in- 
cluding a leveling off in grain 
yields and in the seafood catch.' 

This comes as the world's 
population is projected to 
jump by 3.6 billion, or 90 
million annually, in the next 40 
years. 

“Seldom has the world faced 
an unfolding emergency whose 
dimensions are as dear as the 
growing imbalance between 
food and people,” Mr. Brown 
said. 

He said a growing awareness 
of the earth's limited capadty 
to produce food calls for reeva- 
luating population policies, 
and increasing international 


el forts to make family planning 
measures available. 

The per capita seafood 
~atch, which fell nine per cent 
from 1989 to 1993. likely will 
continue to drop, the report 
said. 

Grain production, which ex- 
panded nearly three per cent 
annually between 1950 and 
1984, since then has dropped 
to about one per cent annual 
growth — largely because ex- 
panded use of fertiliser no lon- 
ger is yielding big returns. 

Mr. Brown rited shrinking 
world rice stocks as Asia’s con- 
sumption has outpaced pro- 
duction for the last three years 
and said Japan's farmers have 
not been able to increase yields 
over the last decade despite 
tremendous economic incen- 
tives. 

“With grain yields now 
plateauing in some countries, 
with the fish catch unlikely to 
increase much, if at all. and 
with rangelands widely over- 
grased, there is an urgent need 


for national assessments of 
population-carrying capacity." 
the report said. 

Mr. Brown recommended a 
global effort to assess food 
needs versus population 
growth for the next 40 years to 
provide “information needed 
to establish a public dialogue 
on choices in the tradeoff be- 
tween family size and con- 
sumption levels.” 

“Without this global effort, 
countries with soaring import 
needs will have no way of 
knowing whether exportable 
supplies will be available,” the 
report said. 

And, Mr. Brown said, a 
global effort is needed to make 
family planning services avail- 
able to all who want them. 

He said a measure often 
cited as a key to feeding more 
people — cutting use of grain 
to feed livestock in the indust- 
rial countries and increasing 
food assistance to the develop- 
ing world — would have little 
impact. 


Oman 
authorises 
banks to raise 
$300m loan 


MANAMA (R) — Oman has 
authorised a group of four 
banks to arrange a $300 million 
five-year syndicated loan, the 
sultanate’s first sovereign bor- 
rowing in more than two years, 
bankers have said. The credit 
will be used for general pur- 
poses. helping to finance the 
budget deficit — forecast to be 
close to $800 mitlion in 1994 — 
as well as development pro- 
jects. they said. The four 
arranging banks are the 
Bahrain-based Gulf Interna- 
tional Bank (GIB), the Chase 
Manhattan Bank N.A. of the 
United States, Commerzbank 
A.G. of Germany and Japan's 
the Bank of Tokyo Ltd. Oman, 
which produces about 760.000 
barrels per day of oil, has 
suffered from falling oil prices 
like other petroleum expor- 
ters. Discussions on this loan 
began several months ago be- 
fore the sharp fall in prices. Its 
last loan, also for five years 
and $300 million, was signed in 
October 1991. 


Sachs says Western aid 
to Russia fails inflation test 


PRAGUE (Agencies) — Jef- 
frey Sachs, the Harvard eco- 
nomist who advises President 
Boris Yeltsin, said Friday 
Western aid had failed to head 
off growing popular discontent 
Russia because it did no- 


thing to curb inflation. 

In an interview with Reu- 
ters, Mr. Sachs was sharply 
critical of all aid packages 
offered so far, including one 
pledged by U.S. President Bill 
Clinton during his visit to Mos- 
cow last week. 

Mr. Sachs, who works as an 
economic consultant for Mr. 
Yeltsin, said the best way to 
stabilise Russia's tottering eco- 
nomv would be to control in- 
flation by using Western 
money to help shrink the state 
budget deficit, estimated this 
year at $24 billion. 

He said the Group of Seven 
(G-7) nations, the world’s rich- 
est industrial countries, should 
put together a $14 billion 
Western cash infusion to re- 
place the piecemeal approach 
to aid the West had been fol- 
lowing so far. 

On Friday, the Clinton 


Labour unrest in CFA zone may worsen with devaluation 


ABIDJAN (R) — Devaluation 
of the CFA franc threatens to 
aggravate rising labour unrest 
in West and Central African 
states whose governments 
already have trouble meeting 
wage bills. 

1 In theory, the parity adjust- 
ment from 50 to 100 to the 
iT'ench franc announced Tues- 
day night will give govern- 
ments more cash in CFA terras 
td meet wage bills, but price 
irises for imports are also likely 
Jo trigger bigger wage de- 
mands. 

£ Regional economists say 
while devaluation could boost 
Industry in Cameroon and im- 
prove export earnings for Ivory 


Coast, the world's biggest 
cocoa producer, it may only 
increase problems in poorer 
Sahel countries like Niger. 
Chad and Mali which depend’ 
on imports. 

Ivory Coast is one of the 
franc zone's wealthier mem- 
bers but has been finding it 
increasingly hard to meet wage 
bills and suffered strikes in 
several sectors in late 1993. 

The government came up 
with 30 billion CFA francs 
($102 million) at the end of the 
year to pay arrears in wages, 
student grants and retirement 
pensions. 

The windfall prompted spe- 
culation in the opposition daily 


La Voie as to whether the cash 
was a legacy from president 
Felix Houphouet-Boigny, who 
died on Dec. 7. a contribution 
from his wealthy successor 
Henri Konan Bedie, or aid 
from France. 

In Chad, where provincial 
civil servants have not been 
paid for more than a year and 
the government has no cash to 
meet its wage bill, a public 
sector strike began on Jan. 3. 

The government promised 
*o pay two months* wages after 
France came up with 33.5 mil- 
lion French francs ($5.7 mil- 
lion). 

But the civil servants are 
still on strike because they say 


officials in N'Djamena have 
received some of the cash and 
those in the provinces have 
nothing. 

Cameroon's civil service has 
been paralysed for a month by 
a strike over a 50 per cent wage 
cut announced last November. 

State radio said Prime Minis- 
ter Simon Achidi Achu issued 
a strongly worded communi- 
que calling on strikers to return 
to work without delay and 
warning of unspecified mea- 
sures to sanctions anyone who 
refused. 

Some 55.000 secondary 
school teachers have been on 
strike since the end of Novem- 
ber and many state hospitals 


are closed or maintaining only 
emergency cover. Magistrates 
went on strike at the beginning 
of the year. 

In neighbouring Central 
African Republic, striking cus- 
toms workers complain they 
have not been paid for 15 
months. 

Further north in landlocked 
Niger, the government closed 
Niamey University Friday after 
students hurling stones and 
petrol bombs battled riot 
police firing tear gas. 

The students' grants have 
not been paid for eight 
months. In January 1993, the 
university cancelled teaching 
for the academic year because 


of lack of funds. 


Economists say with falling 
prices for its principal export, 
uranium, and manufacturing 
dependent on imports, Niger 
stands to lose from devalua- 
tion. 
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The CFA franc has been 
at 50 to the French 
rince 1948. In the past 
a combination of falling 
imodity prices, loose fiscal 
and monetary policy and the 
appreciation of the French 
franc against the dollar has 
pushed up the CFA franc's 
value against other currencies 
and loss of competitiveness has 
paralysed regional economies. 


Ivory Coast plunges into deep end with reforms 


ABIDJAN (R) — Ivory Coast 
pbshed ahead with its radical 
economic shake-up Friday and 
m?de no secret that the re- 
forms triggered by a massive 
devaluation would be painful. 

Prime Minister Daniel Kab- 
TarT- Duncan announced price 
rises for petrol and rice but 
maintained his government's 
resolutely upbeat approach de- 
spite fears of inflation and 
labour unrest. 

•;I“When your mother put 
alcohol on your wounds it hurt 
but you knew it was for your 
long-term good,” he said. 
;!But at a three-hour news 
conference, he said social 
peace was essential for the 
rebuilding of the economy to 
succeed. 

jin a veiled warning to labour 
leaders already wanting big 
pay. increases. Mr. Duncan 
quoted late president Felix 
Houphouct-Boigny's maxim 
that disorder would not be 
tolerated. 


After 46 years of unchanged 
parity against the French franc. 
Ivory Coast and 12 other West 
and Central African states on 
Tuesday devalued their com- 
mon currency, the CFA franc, 
by 50 per cent. 

As the biggest and most 
modern economy in the CFA 
zone. Ivory Coast stands more 
to gain than smaller nations if 
it can keep inflation in check. 

Mr. Duncan promised mas- 
sive debt relief and injections 
of funds from Western nations, 
the IMF and the World Bank 
who withdrew support largely 
because of the over-valued 
CFA. 

He predicted foreign invest- 
ment in Ivory Coast this year 
would be 660 billion CFA ($1.1 
billion) and put growth at two 
per cent in 1994. compared 
with a zero level in 1993. rising 
to five to six per cent in 1995. 

The success of the reform 
programme in Ivory Coast is 
vital to IMF and World Bank 


hopes of reviving Africa's eco- 
nomy. the weakest in the 
world. 

Failure will undermine 
efforts in the rest of the GFA * 
zone. 

"This is going to work. '* 
There will be no failure.” top 
World Bank official Olivier 
Lafourcade told reporters in 
Abidjan. 

But the history of devalua- 
tions in non-CFA’ countries has 
been no great success and was 
for years France’s argument 
for resisting any change in the 
CFA parity. 

While the rich with money 
abroad get richer, victims in- 
dude dvil servants and young 
people hit by plunging levels of 
public spending on education 
and health. Price controls have 
usually failed and high infla- 
tion resulted. 

Africa's political instability 
and weak infrastructure have 
deterred the predicted flood of 
foreign investors. Rich Afri- 


cans with money abroad have 
tended to invest it abroad. 

Ivory Coast, the world's big- 
gest cocoa producer, believes it 
can break the mould with the 
backing of Western partners. 

The government sharply 
raised prices paid to cocoa and 
coffee farmers with Mr. Dun- 
can making clear he was more 
concerned about the welfare of 
rural Ivorians than city- 
dwellers. 

The government announced 
salary increases for civil ser- 
vants of between five and 15 
per cent, much less than the 
inflation rate projections of 
government economists. 

Private sector workers will 
have to negotiate the best deal 
they can with employers. 

”We have already asked for 
25 per cent.” said Raymond 
Djadou. head of the Bank 
Workers' Union. 

“We know we cannot expect 
full compensation for devalua- 
tion but we will not accept a 50 


per cent drop in our buying 
power.” he said, voicing wide- 
spread fears .that the govern- 
ment will be unable to control 
prices. 

There were groans when Mr. 
Duncan announced higher pet- 
rol and rice prices — both 
items on a long list which the 
government said earlier should 
not be increased. 

Mr. Duncan, an economist 
appointed premier last month, 
promised "severe penalties” 
for traders and shop-keepers 
who raised prices unjustifiably. 

Foreign economists in Abid- 
jan doubted the government 
could contain the prices of 
more than a handful of basic 
commodities. 

Hours after Prime Minister 
Daniel Kablan Duncan 
threatened profiteers with “se- 
vere penalties.” the trade 
ministry closed the biggest su- 
permarket chain in West Afri- 
ca in a crackdown on soaring 


prices. 

“The government dosed 
down the Prosumo Group's 
shops in Abidjan until further 
notice,” said a manager at 
Hayat-Ivoire, the group's 
smartest supermarket where 
wealthy expatriates and Ivo- 
rians buy French delicades like 
fresh oysters and champagne. 

Prices for both imported and 
local goods have soared in 
most of the 13 West and Cen- 
tral African countries which 
devalued their French-backed 
CFA by 50 per cent Tuesday. 

Traders say they have to 
increase to settle outstanding 
bills to foreign suppliers or to 
finance new stocks. 


Ivory Coast's employers' 
body CNPI asked the govern- 
ment on Friday for urgent gui- 
dance on prices and incomes 
policy. 

Many businesses will prefer 
to shut down temporarily 
rather than sell at a loss. 


THE BETTER HALF 



“We do not do the same thing every 
night! Last night we watched 
different programs!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold and Mike Aiytrton 


' Unscramble these tour Jumbles. 
jjre letter to each square, to lorm 

.tour ordinary words. 


; LEEPO 
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DEALL 
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: TOUGUD 
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: .|- BLOGON 


LJ 

zrr: 



Would you tke to do 
that when you grow up? 





ANCTHER NAME 
FOR A CANINE 
RACER. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by too above cartoon 


Print answer hare: A«[nrax3 


Saturday's 


TESTY 


(Answers tomorrow) 
AMPERE UNHOOK 


Jumbles: DECAY 

Answer Why the locksmith could never relax at 
work — HE WAS KEYED UP 


Peanuts 


LIN 1/5, DO ME A PAVCR... 
IA5K THAT LITTLE REP-HAIREP 
6lRLiF SHE EVER EOT THE 
VALENTINE I SENT HER... 


SAY, KIP.. THE TEACHER WANTS 
TO KNOW WHY YOU'RE 
CRAWLING OUT THE POOR.. 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



* PCRRE& DC BEAUMONT 

oct. Eo roia press scrvic^wc. 


administration promised to 
work with G-7 countries to free 
up $1.5 billion in International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) credits 
already planned as part of a 
Western aid package. 

“(This) package... isn't really 
designed towards what I think 
is the greatest risk that the 
Russians face and what we 
face, which is continuing very 
high inflation and high social 
instability in Russia.” Mr. 
Sachs said. 

“So. the nature of the pack- 
age would have to be altered." 
he pointed out. 

U.S. officials also said they 
were seeking additional funds 
from international banks for 
unemployment and hardship 
programmes to help cushion 
the speed of reform in Russia. 
But Mr. Sachs said these mea- 
sures were inadequate not only 
because they fell short of the 
amount needed, but because 
the IMF-centred approach 
avoided the primary problem 
of monetary instability. 

Mr. Sachs' Russian recipe 
for reform calls for stabilising 
the rouble by helping the gov- 
ernment to stop printing 
money to finance the budget 
deficit. But he said the IMF 
refused to consider direct 
financing of the deficit because 
it first required politically 
sensitive cuts of up to 10 per 
cent in gross national product 
(GNP). 

“They (the IMF) are living 
in a dream world, it (the IMF 
approach) is just not realistic." 
he said. “And so one has to 
make a realistic programme 
but actually put the numbers 
on the table. I doubt that even 
today in these meetings with 
Clinton...tbat this kind of sce- 
nario is being talked about.” 

Mr. Sachs, who was in Pra- 
gue as the keynote speaker at 


an international bond confer- 
ence, said a G-7 backed $14 
billion financial aid package, 
including either a direct loan or 
buying long-term Russian 
bonds, would remove half the 
expected 1994 budget deficit. 

Moderate cuts in industrial 
subsidies would be offset by an 
increase in social safety-net 
spending, he said. The parallel 
sale of domestic Russian bonds 
would leave only about rwo per 
cent of GNP to be financed by 
printing money. 

Mr. Sachs said a huge anti- 
Western backlash was building 
up in Russia because of a 
glaring discrepancy between 
Western promises of aid and 
Western delivery. Not more 
than S5 billion of some $28 
billion in promised Western 
aid was delivered in 1993. 

Leading Russian newspapers 
Friday ridiculed the amount of 
economic aid visiting President 
Clinton was offering Russia. 

Noting Mr. Clinton's offer of 
about SI billion in new aid for 
the fiscal year, the liberal daily 
Segodnya newspaper said, 
“the sum is simply pathetic.” 

Mr. Clinton said Friday be 
would ask Congress for $900 
million in new aid to Russia in 
his budget for the next fiscal 
year, on top of $2.5 billion 
voted for the current year. 

He also said the United 
States would purchase $12 bil- 
lion worth of highly enriched 
uranium from Moscow over 
the next 20 years, and would 
provide technical assistance to 
help cushion the impact of 
economic reform on the Rus- 
sian people. 

Some Russian newspapers 
didn't seem to take the visit too 
seriously. 

Rabochaya Tribuna, which 
means worker's tribune' 
ignored the summit. 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY JANUARY 16, 1994 

By Thomas S Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Eight good aspects make this a 
very special day when you should 
he able -to handle delicate sub- 
jects with tael, finesse and. good, 
humor creating more accord with 
dose associates and co- 
workcrs... 


today and you attract those per- 
sons for whom you have a real 
linking and admiration and then 
you know greater -generosity and 
happiovss. _ 


ARIES: (March 21 to April ! V) 
Begin 10 live your life in such a 
way today rhat you become an 
inspiring example to others. Use 
that mental brilliance to help 
others with their problems, too. 

TAURUS: (April 211 to May 2(J) 
If \ou exude charm and magnet- 
ism. you are able to gain favours 
you want from others. Make it a 
point in emcnjin key people. 

(IK) 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
While you may not relish the 
duties which close lies foist upon 
you. you might as well get them 
out of the way with good cheer 
and insure harmony w-uhin the 
home for some time to come. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 (o 
July 21) New systems come to 
your attention today and night 
which you would do well to plan 
to adopt for greater success and 
prestige m the future. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Rely on fine standard's under 
winch you were reared in plan- 
ning fururc activities today, since 
they will stand you in good stead. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Show 'your better nature 


4 IJRAj- (September 23 to Octo- 
ber^) Study of the finest philo- 
sophies of life will reveal a better 
ath to trod in the future. Be 
appy and quietly get out and 


C 


enjoy the theatre, hobbies, good 
friends. 


SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You have an ex- 
cellent opportunity now to prove 
that you arc a loyal friend to key 
people in your life, who seem to 
have drifted away of late. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You are now 
highly inspired how best to help 
others with their civic as well as 
emotional problems, which in- 
directly also helps you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 2D) By listening to the 
wise words of inspired preacher 
today, you find that you can raise 
your level of consciousness so 
that life becomes more fruitful. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February IV) It would be well to 
sit quietly by yourself for some- 
time and permit your intuitions 
to go to work for you. 

PISCES: (February 2ll to March 
2b) Gel in touch with associates 
informally today so that you can 
come to a better understanding 
and operate more efficiently 
together in the days to come. 


THE Daily Crossword by 


Avery P. Bramfietd 


ACROSS 
1 Deceive point 
S Full assemblies 

10 Le*v» poo 

14 An O Nedl 

15 Roof 

16 Raison o — 

17 Sweater maker* 

20 Corrooe 

21 Western show 

22 Three 
Kme — . - 

23 Flying onafis 

24 Damp 

- 25 Yam makers 

32 Assisted 

33 Ogle 

34 Actress Hagen 
36 Was aware 

3? Creature 

39 Burden 

40 Timetable abbr. 

41 Msattamed 

42 Barpersficp 
sounds 

43 ’ The — which 
hung 

47 Sign 

48 Gaelic 

49 River of France 
52 Kentucky 

eoMge 
&4 Southern 
monogram 
57 Henry Fpre 
Shoo Sign 
60 Spoken 
fll — of Two 
Cites * 

62 Neighbor of Cal 
83 Head in Lyons 

64 Noisome 

65 High wmo 



□OWN 

1 Fuel 

2 Columnist 

Barrett 

3 Entity 

4 Totem pole 

5 4 — 
(nananatyiK) 

6 TV actor, 
Mienaei 

7 Advantage 

8 Boy Sp. 

9 Chopper 


>0 Dignifies 
11 Hun 

t2 Angered 
13 Not so 
much 

18 Tendency 

19 Muslim VIP 

23 Once more 

24 Stimulate 

25 Purpose 

26 Calico pony 

27 Moeei 

28 Clearing 

29 NBA's Unseti 

30 Soviet moon 
probe 

31 Hotcomprws 

35 Ante- abb * 

37 Neb 

38 Wap. 1 . 

39 upon a 
tune 

41 Term of 
onttearmenf 

42 Lazy — 

44 Sm!e result, nt 
tunes 


Puzzle Solved: 


mHESS nonnn nnn 
nnunn Finn 
annnaonnnHffi nnn 
nrann rannra nnnnn 
nnnnnn 

nrinnn nnnn lannrc 

SHHSrara nnnni 

nnrnn 

onD □nnnnnnnnnr? 

HKH nnnnn 

non nnnnn nnnrjR 


45 Orange flower 
o.i 

*6 Made beer 

49 Bum*, tar one 

50 European nver 

51 Ditch km 

52 County In 
Scotian^ 


53QED word 

54 Mrs 
Dnhers 

55 Land 
58 Cutting 

implement 

58 DoS 

59 Joker 


# ria : 


1.;lF h»£ n 


so 


4*5; nmo- !3? 
- 


L'a u ? hI v Ah* 4 -'* 1 
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Algeria seen heading towards deal with IMF 


ALGIERS (R) — Despite the 
risk of aggravating its civil 
strife, Algeria appears to be 
heading toward an agreement 
with the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF), sources dose 
to the discussions said Friday. 

“They have made progress 
on three key issues — devalua- 
tion, the removal of some price 
controls and the removal of 
price subsidies,” said one 
source. “They (the IMF) feel 
that they can get an agreement 
relatively soon, say within 
three months.” 

-Caught^ between foreign 
debt service, which eats up 
about S9 billion each year, and 
depressed oil prices that may 
cut its export earnings below 
this level. Algeria late last year 
resumed talks with the IMF for 
a balance of payments support 


loan. 

In exchange, the IMF is 
pushing the country to reform 
its heavily state-controlled eco- 
nomy. 

An Algerian technical team 
is due in Washington later this 
month for the next round of 
talks, which is likey to be 
followed by a new IMF visit to 
Algiers, said another source. 

“I don't think that the talks 
are likely to drag on.” he said. 
“But they (the IMF) will need 
to go back to Algiers... they 
need to have meetings at min- 
isterial level to decide some 
issues.” 

The talks with the IMF. and 
the painful reforms that an 
agreement will probably entail, 
are particularly delicate for 
Algeria because of the civil 
strife that has gripped the 
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country for two years. 

Economy Minister Mourad 
Benachenhou last week said 
Algeria would only make re- 
forms it believed the country 
could stand, politically and 
socially. 

But diplomats said that 
although the authorities are 
deeply worried about the social 
impact of reform, they had few 
Options. 

“The Algerians are very 
wary of pouring oil on what is 
already a smouldering fire,” 
said a senior diplomat. “Bur 
what choice do they have?" 

“They have no choice,” said 
another diplomat. *'At some 
point they simply will not have 
the money to pay the debt.” 

Prime Minister Redha 
Malek admitted as much last 
month. He said that of oil 
prices continued to fall Algeria 
would no longer be able to 
afford the service on its S2S.7 
billion foreign debt. 

Algeria must find a way to 
cut its S9 billion annual debt 


service in half, he said. 

The country hopes to do $0 
by what it calls “multilateral 
reprofiling,” essentially asking 
selected creditors for bilateral 
debt relief while continuing to 
pay back others. 

But diplomats said they did 
not think -many of Algeria's 
main creditors, despite sym- 
pathy for its difficulties, would 
agree to give debt relief while 
other creditors continued to 
get paid. 

“We wouldn't be willing to 
do a bilateral deal,” said an 
official with one of Algeria's 
leading creditors. “If they do 
bilateral deals it simply is not 
fair burden-sharing.” 

As a result, diplomats say 
Algeria will probably have to 
accept a Paris Club debt res- 
cheduling. 

IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdessus said last 
week he was optimistic that 
Algeria would sign an accord 
precisely because such options 
are no longer unthinkable. 


India hikes 
price of 
cooking gas 

NEW DELHI (AP) — Trying 
to improve its own books, the 
Indian government has upset 
many household budgets by 
raising the price of cooking 
gas. It has announced a hike of 
15 rupees (50 cents) on each 
cylinder of liquefied petroleum 
gas, to 94 rupees (S3). Gas. 
which is under government 
control, is the staple fuel for 
most urban kitchens. An aver- 
age family uses two 14 kilog- 
ramme cylinders a month. The 
government said by reducing 
its subsidy on cooking gas. it 
will save 2.38 billion rupees 
($80 million) annually. But it 
will be an extra burden for 
middle-class families already 
struggling to keep pace with an 
estimated nine per cent annual 
inflation race. India has been 
under pressure from interna- 
tional lenders to reduce its 
budgetary deficit 


UAE stocks surged 24% in ’93 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
stocks sector surged by nearly 
24 per cent in 1993 as an 
economic upswing boosted 
prices of shares of ail trading 
institutions, dealers have said. 

Market capitalisation of the 
22 banks and companies track- 
ed by an unofficial share index 
jumped to 37.8 billion dirhams 
($10.3 billion) from 30.5 billion 
dirhams ($8.5 billion) in 1992. 
they said. 

It stood at 28.1 billion 
dirhams ($7.6 billion) in 1991. 
and 24.3 billion dirhams ($9.34 
billion) in 1990. 

The index, set up by rhe 
National Bank of Abu Dhabi 
in 1989 with a base of 1,000 
points, also soared by around 
22 per cent to 2,030.32 points 
on Jan. 1, from 1.654.20 points 
on Jan. 1 last year. 

“It is the biggest increase 
ever registered in the UAE 
stock market.” said Zuhair 
Kaswani, a leading stockbrok- 
er. “It's due to an economic 


upturn and expectations most 
banks and companies will ' 
make record profits.” 

Economists attributed the 
business upswing ro a surge in 
trade, the pillar of operations 
of most banks, and a large 
increase in 1993 government 
spending, which reached a 10- 
year high of 17.6 billion 
dirhams ($4.79 billion). 

Government expenditure in 
the UAE and other oil-rich 
Gulf nations has remained the 
driving force in the domestic 
economy given the relatively 
limited contribution by the pri- 
vate sector. 

No figures were available on 
UAE trade for 1993 but it hit a 
record high in the first nine 
months of the year in Dubai, 
the main commercial centre in 
the Gulf. 

Official reports showed it 
reached 46.4 billion dirhams 
($12. 6 billion), most of which 
were imports from Japan, In- 
dia and other countries. 

Officials said the increase in 


trade was due to a sharp rise in 
Dubai's reexports to neigh- 
bouring Iran and Kuwait, 
which are engaged in post-war 
reconstruction. 

The reexport stood at 1«9 
billion dirhams ($517 million) 
and 686 million dirhams ($187 
million) respectively. 

. The UAE has no official 
market but the federal cabinet 
last week approved a memor- 
andum from the economy and 
trade ministry on plans to set 
up an exchange. 

Sharedealing is conducted 
bv telephone through a hand- 
ful of authorised brokers, who 
often complain of widespread 
manipulation. 

This has scared away small 
investors and boosted domestic 
liquidity to a record 85 billion 
dirhams ($23.1 billion) at the 
end of November. 

Dealers said they expected 
another busy year in 1994 as 
the government has announced 
it has no plans to cut expendi- 
ture despire weak oil prices. 
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Sarajevo shelling eases after 
Bosnia threatens to boycott talks 


SARAJEVO (R) -- Shelling 
eased in the besieged Bosnian 
capital Sarajevo Saturday after 
the Bosnian prime minister 
threatened to pul! out of Gene- 
va peace talks. 

But rivals continued fighting 
in central Bosnia, cutting off 
aid routes where the United 
Nations said it had to use force 
to extricate a blocked convoy. 

After a day of shelling by 
Serbs marking their Orthodox 
New Year in which six people 
were killed. Bosnian Prime 
Minister Haris Silajdzic 
threatened to boycott peace 
talks in Geneva next week 
unless the shelling of Sarajevo 
stopped. 

Sarajevo Radio said Friday: 
“Speaking about the future of 
the Geneva talks. Silajdzic 
stressed that if the aggressor 
continues to destroy Sarajevo 
and other towns and to kill 
civilians during the Geneva 
talks, the talks will not be 
held." 

Bosnia's Serb. Muslim and 
Croat factions are due to meet 
in the Swiss city next week to 
try to end the 21 -month-old 
conflict. Talks between Mus- 
lims and Croats in Bonn this 
week ended without agree- 
ment. 


Only 3 few muffled shell 
bursts were heard in the capit- 
al, enshrouded in heavy fog. 
Saturday morning, reporters 
based at Sarajevo's Holiday 
Inn Hotel said. 

The United Nations said 
Serbs fired about 300 artillery 
and mortar rounds into the city 
Friday and Muslims responded 
with only 11 rounds. 

The shelling, similar to an 
attack last year that marked 
the Orthodox New Year, was 
further defiance of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO), which threatened air 
strikes against Serbs unless 
they released their grip on the 
city. 

The speaker of the self- 
styled Bosnian Serb Republic's 
parliament. Momcilo Krajis- 
nik. issued the latest in a series 
of bellicose statements by the 
Serbs in response to the threat 
of NATO military action 
against them. 

“Regardless of how unequal 
•our position in that fighting 
would be, we would defend 
ourselves and use ail means at 
our disposal for that purpose." 
he told a Serbian radio station. 

Serbs Friday fired 340 shells 
at the Muslim town of OIovo, 
straddling a narrow corridor 


from Sarajevo to the northern 
town of Tuzla, but the front- 
lines did not change, the U.N. 
military spokesman in 
Sarajevo. Colonel Bill Aik- 
man. said. 

Two civilians were killed 
Saturday when Serbs shelled 
Visoko, 35 kilometres north- 
west of Sarajevo. Muslim- 
controlled Bosnian Radio said. 

In the southwest. Bosnian 
Croat forces bombarded the 
northern part of Mostar’s be- 
sieged Muslim Quarter, killing 
one child and wounding four 
others, the radio said. 

Fierce Muslim-Croat fight- 
ing was also reported in central 
Bosnia, notably around Vitez 
and Gomji Vakuf. Scores of 
people have been killed there 
since Sunday when Muslims 
launched a dawn offensive, 
attempting to capture the 
strategic Lasva Valley. 

The fighting has cut off the 
main aid routes into central 
Bosnia where 1.5 million peo- 
ple are dependent on outside 
aid to survive the harsh Balkan 
winter. 

A U . N . aid con voy re- 
mained stranded Saturday and 
its leader pledged that, howev- 
er . Long it took, he would get 
a relief convoy through to a 


besieged Muslim enclave being 
blocked by local Croats. 

“I am prepared to stay fore- 
ver. Because at the end of the 
day we will win," said Lany 
Hollingworth. a representative 
of the U.N. High Commission- 
er for Refugees (UNHCR), 
who has tried for three days to 
negotiate clearance for the 
convoy destined for the be- 
sieged Muslim enclave of Mag- 
laj. 

About 60 people blocked the 
ro3d for a third day, deman- 
ding the Muslim-led Bosnian 
army free Croat prisoners in 
Magjaj in exchange for the re- 
lease of Muslim detainees. 

Another convoy was block- 
ed between Gornji Vakuf and 
Novi Travnik Friday by about 
200 Muslims complaining that 
they had not received enough 
humanitarian aid. Col. Aik- 
man said. 

“There was concern that 
another incident would occur 
in the area as a large amount of 
flour was taken off vehicles (in 
a previous convoy),'* he said. 

Col. Aikman said the con- 
voy moved on only after a 
British U.N. military comineem 
escorting the convoy fired 15 
rounds into the air to disperse 
the crowd. 


Duchess 
of Kent 
converts to 
Catholicism. 

LONDON (R) — Cardinal 
Basil Hume, head of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in Bri- 
tain. Friday re-reived the Duch- 
ess of Kent into the Roman 
Catholic Church after she 
iolted the establishment by de- 
ciding to leave the Church of 
England. 

The Duchess Katharine was 
the first British royal to con- 
vert since King Charles II. who 
Turned to Catholicism on his 
deathbed in 1685. In doing so. 
she went against an eariy 1 8th 
century law forbidding mem- 
bers of the monarchy from 
becoming Catholic. 

The historic 45-minute cere- 
mony was carried out by Car- 
dinal Hume in a private cere- 
mony at the archbishop's house, 
near the houses of parliament 
‘in central London, and the 
Duchess. 60. was accompanied 
by her husband, the Duke of 
Kent, who is grand master of 
the Mason's United Grand 
Lodge of England. 

During the ceremony, the 
deeply religious Duchess made 
a simple pledge to adopt her 
new faith: “I believe and pro- 
fess all that the holy Catholic 
Church believes, teaches and 
proclaims to be revealed bv 
God." 

Cardinal Hume said after- 
wards: “She seemed very 
peaceful and at ease." Asked 
what the occasion meant for 
the Church of England, the 
cardinal would only say: “I 
have been through a marvel- 
lous spiritual experience 
tonight and I want to leave it at 
that." 

Britain's monarch. Queen 
Elizabeth, is the head of the 
Church of England, created in 
the 16th century after Henry 
VIII broke with Rome so that 
he could divorce and remarry , 
and the duchess needed spe- 
cial permission to leave the 
church. 

As well as her husband. Ed- 
ward. who is 1 8th in line to 
Queen Elizabeth's throne, the 
duchess was accompanied by 
their three children in the cere- 
mony. 

A spokesman for the elegant 
and popular duchess said her 
move had nothing to do with 
the Church of England's deci- 
sion to ordain women priests, 
which has alienated many 
churchgoers and prompted 
some of them to join the 
Catholic Church. 

Traditionally, a member of 
the royal family who has mar- 
ried a Catholic has had to 
renounce any claim to the 
throne, but because the duch- 
ess was an Anglican at the time 
of her marriage the Duke of 
Kent's position will be un- 
affected. 

Their son renounced his 
right to succession when he 
married Canadian Catholic di- 
vorcee Svlvana Tomaselli in 
I98S. 

The Anglican Church's spir- 
itual head. George Carey, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
called the duchess's step a 
‘.‘personal decision of a devout 
Christian on a spiritual jour- 
* nev." 

Friends of the duchess, seen 
every year by tennis fans hand- 
ingout trophies at the Wimble- 
don tournament, said her con- 
version to Catholicism was 
purely personal. 



Over 100 die in India boat collision 

CALCUTTA (R) — More than 100 people were feared 
drowned when two pilgrim boats collided in the Bay of Bengal 
Saturday and one was tom in half, police said. One of the 
steam launches, the Ma Abbaya. was split in two by the 
collision and around 150 passengers were spilled into the water 
as they returned from a pilgrimage to the Holy Sagar Island, 
rhey said. They said 2] passengers and three crew had been 
found alive, but there appeared little hope for the rest even 
though divers were still searching. The collision occurred some 
90 kilometres south of Calcutta in the early hours of the 
morning in thick fog. which hampered initial rescue work. 
Some 15 hours later, just 10 bodies, nine of them women, had 
been found. The two halves of the Ma Ahhaya had been found 
some distance apart with no one clinging to them. 

Mexico peace envoy cites advances 

SAN CRISTOBAL DE LAS CASAS. Mexico (R) — Mex- 
ico's peace commissioner Manuel Camacho Solis said there 
had been “important advances" in efforts to end a 14-day 
peasant uprising in the southern state of Chiapas but warned 
that the peace process could be a long one. As Camacho 
pursued peace, fighting was dying out in the troubled region, 
the Mexican army said. A government official revealed that 
helicopters on loan from the United States to assist Mexican 
anti -drug operations had been used to support the govern- , 
ment's counterinsurgency campaign. Mr. Camacho, named by 
President Carlos Salinas De Gortari earlier this week to seek 
an end to the bloody rebellion by the self-styled Zapatista 
National Liberation Army, said he was returning to Mexico 
Oty Friday to brief the president. *‘I think things are taking a 
suitable course. There are important advances.” Mr. Camacho 
told a news conference before ending a three-day visit to the 
region. 

U.S. cult trial jury sees charred remains 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (R) — A Texas Ranger testified in 
graphic detail Thursday about the horror of searching for 
evidence amid the body-strewn remains of the Branch Davidtan 
compound. His evidence came in the second day of testimony at 
the murder and conspiracy trial of 11 Branch Davidian sect 
members. “All I smelled was rotten bodies. It was a horrible 
smell." said Ranger Roy Coffman, who stated many of the bodies 
were those of children. The dead were found in the rubble of the 
fatal April 19. 1993 fire that destroyed the Waco. Texas 
compound. Killed in the blaze were more than 90 Branch 
Davidians. including leader David Koresh and 17 children. 
Prosecutors displayed the charred remnants of a huge weapons 
hoard that was found in the compund remains. 

Russia's Baltic force gets tough order 

MOSCOW (R) — Russian troops in Lama and Estonia have 
been told to return fire and shoot to kill if there are any attempts 
to seize their military installations, a Russian military statement 
said Friday. The Noah Western Command of Russian forces, 
which covers the Baltic region, issued the order following the 
temporary detention of two Russian generals and the blockading 
of four of their military installations in Latvia on Jan. 10. The 
order, read out on Commonwealth Television, said Russian 
troops had been instructed to “return fire and shoot to kill" in the 
event of any attempt to seize military installations . The Jan. 10 
incident in which the two generals were led away by Latvian Civil 
Defence units prompted Moscow to declare a military alert. 
Latvian President Guntis LUmanis dismissed an official. Andreijs 
Rues, whose decision to seize two Russian army buildings had 
sparked the incident. The brief detention of Major-Generals 
Nikolai Taiiakov and Anatoly Vodopyanov had threatened to 
further damage relations between the two states, which are 
holding talks over the withdrawal of former Sonet troops from 
Latvia. 

German wheelchair girl surrenders 

BERLIN (R) — A handicapped schoolgirl who disappeared after 
apparently making up a story about Skinheads carving a Swastika 
on her cheek has surrendered to authorities. German police said 
Saturday. A spokesman in Halle said the 17-year-old. who uses a 
wheelchair, vanished Thursday after police launched a nationwide 
search for three skinheads she’ claimed had attacked her Monday. 
Doctors have told investigators they believe the Nazi-emblem cut 
on her face was self-inflicted. “We now know where the girl is." 
the spokesman said. “She is with her parents at a relative's house 
at a location far away from Halle. TTie relatives phoned us this 
morning. The girl is expected to be back in Halle tomorrow-." 
Saxonv-Anhalt State Prosecutor Juergen Hossfeld said investiga- 
tors had concluded the girl made up the story about the attack 
that had shocked a nation struggling to come to terms with a rise 
in right-wing violence. 

AIDS has hit 3 million people 

GENEVA (R) — An estimated Three million people worldwide 
have developed full-scale AIDS since The disease was first 
identified in the late 1970s. the United Nations* World Health 
Organisation (WHO) said Saturday. But in a twice-ycarly report, 
it estimated around 14 million adults and one million children 
have developed the HIV infection — which the WHO and many 
leading medical authorities say causes AIDS. The estimates — far 
higher than formally reported figures — represent an increase of 
half a million in AIDS cases since the last report in July and of one 
million in the incidence of adult HIV infections. 


Kohl party 
picks top 
judge as 
presidency 
candidate 


WINDHAGEN. Germany (R) 
— Chancellor Helmut Kohl's 
Christian Democratic Union 
(CDU) nominated Germany’s 
top judge, Roman Herzog, 
Saturday as its candidate to 
succeed President Richard von 
Weizsaecker. 

The CDU selection commit- 
tee's vote marked the end of 
Mr. Kohl's quest to find 
another eastern German for 
the job. 

His original choice, Steffen 
Heitmann, the justice minister 
of Saxony state, proved an 
acute political embarrassment 
to Mr. Kohl, pulling out of the 
race after coming under fire 
over his arch-conservative 
views. 

The decision means Mr. 
Herzog will almost certainly be 
the chief rival of Social Demo- 
cratic candidate Johannes Rau, 
premier of North-Rhine West- 
phalia State, when the presi- 
dent is elected in May — a 
milestone in the run-up to 
October's general election. 

The popular Weizsaecker 
must step down after complet- 
ing a maximum of two five- 
year terms in the symbolic 
post. 

Mr. Herzog. 59-year-old 
president of the Constitutional 
Court in Karlsruhe and a CDU 
member, was nominated at a 
CDU leadership committee 
meeting in Windhagen near 
Bonn which he attended. 

Mr. Kohl told reporters 34 
committee members voted for 
Mr. Herzog, with one absten- 
tion and one vote against. 

Mr. Herzog was “the right 
person at a difficult time of 
transition for our fatherland", 
Mr. Kohl said, praising his 
directness and sense of 
‘humour. 

Mr. Herzog, a stocky, white- 
haired native of the southern 
state of Bavaria and a specialist 
on international law. has not 
yet formally accepted the 
nomination. 

He said he wanted to await 
the final decision of the CDU's 
Bavarian sister party, the 
Christian Social Union (CSU). 
which has already nominated 
him informally. 


U.S. President Bill Clinton speaks during a meeting with Russian youth at the Ostankino 


Television session in Moscow (AFP photo) 


Clinton challenges Russian youth 
to redefine the nation’s future 


MOSCOW (USIA) — Presi- 
dent Bill Ginton challenged 
Russia's young people to rede- 
fine their country's future as 
that of a peacefufnation intent 
on encouraging all its citizens 
to reach their full human 
potential. 

“I believe the greatness of a 
nation is the ability to redefine 
itself for every age and time." 
Mr. Clinton told a televised 
Russian Town Hall Meeting. 
“The young people of Russia 
now have the chance to show 
that a great power can promote 
patriotism without expansion- 
ism. that a great power can 
promote national pride with- 
out national prejudice. That. I 
submit, is your challenge." 

Mr. Clinton spoke to the 
people of Russia via Ostakino. 
the central television centre 
that was the focus of the Oct. 3 
showdown between President 
Boris Yeltsin's loyalists and 
anti-reform forces. “Ostank- 
ino." Mr. Clinton said, “stands 
as a symbol of the power of 
free expression and of the 
brave sacrifices the Russian 
people have been making.” 

Mr. Ginton's opening re- 
marks sketched the themes of 
his state visit to Russia — his 
vision of a peaceful, politically 
and economically integrated 
Europe without ideological di- 
visions. He then took ques- 
tions from the studio audience *’ 


and from viewers in other loca- 
tions. 

Mr. Clinton, a master of the 
intimate television talk format 
during the 1992 presidential 
campaign, appeared to estab- 
lish rapport with his audience 
here — judging from the intent 
expressions and comments of 
his mostly youthful audience. 

Maxim Woznyak. a medical 
student, felt Mr. Clinton might 
not have "a perfect grasp on 
the intricacies of Russian poli- 
tics" but his advice “was worth 
attention." 

Part jovial guest, part dedi- 
cated teacher. Mr. Clinton 
moved from the shortcomings 
of an imperialist state to the 
complexities of running a free 
market economy in an ever- 
changing world. He also pre- 
ferred general advice and more 
specific guidance on how to 
seek — and win — political 
office. 

One teenager said he had 
seen pictures of Mr. Ginton as 
a youth shaking hands with 
President John Kennedy and 
asked him when he thought of 
becoming the U.S. president. 
Mr. Clinton called the boy on 
stage, saying. “Come shake 
hands with me and maybe 
you’ll be president of Russia 
some day" — but he also urged 
him to “work and get ready." 

He told an older questioner 
interested in a political career 


to “get the best educating you 
can and involve yourself in 
politics.... Work on some 
problems people have. Try 
develop a genuine interest in 
the real problems and hopes of 
ordinary’ people, because in a 
democracy the only way you 
can really keep going through 
all the ups and downs is if you 
really care what happens to 
other people as well as what 
happens to you in vour own 
career." 

Mr. Ginton told the Russian 
people they face a “crossroads, 
a difficult one. Will you define 
your future greatness in terms 
that were relevant to the past 
or terms that will shape the 
future? The younger genera- 
tion of Russians will look back 
at this time with either grati- 
tude or regret" depending on 
the answer, the president said. 

He said the world is living 
“in a curious time." with scien- 
ce and technology making de- 
velopment of democracy more 
likely, but with hatreds based 
on religious or ethnic back- 
ground still erupting. He called 
it "conflicts between the faces 
and forces of tomorrow and 
the forces of yesterday" and 
urged young Russians to make 
choices that “take full advan- 
tage of the incredible things 
that arc in the world of today 
and tomorrow." 


N. Korea’s nuclear programme is 
near complete but frozen, report says 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea was on the verge of 
developing a nuclear weapon 
when it froze its development 
programme because of mount- 
ing foreign pressure and spir- 
alling costs, the national 
Yonhap News Agency Satur- 
day quoted a Russian report as 
saying. 

"According to our assess- 
ment it (the Programmes was 
near success." the agency 
quoted a senior Russian intelli- 
gence officer. Lieutenant 
General Gennady Evstafiev. as 
telling the Friday edition ol the 
weekly Moscow News. 

The Agency did not give a 
date for the reported hall, but 


quoted Gen. Evstafiev. direc- 
tor of the Mass-Destruction 
Weapons Control Bureau in 
Moscow's Office of External 
Intelligence, as saying Pyon- 
gyang had already succeeded 
in developing a delivery system 
by modifying Scud missiles into 
the Rodong 1. 

Moscow agreed with inter- 
national experts on the gravity 
of the North Korean nuclear 
.problem. Gen. Evstafiev re- 
portedly added, saying that 
with Pyongyang in the midst of 
a transfer of power the political 
situation was very sensitive. 

Fears of the North's nuclear 
intentions were heightened last 
March when Pyongyang 


threatened to pull out of the 
nuclear non-proliferation trea- 
ty (NPT) and broke off talks 
with the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). 

Meanwhile North Korea, 
which shuns South Korean 
President Kim Young-Sam as 3 
traitor and dictator, said Satur- 
day it would welcome a visit to 
Pyongyang by an opposition 
leader from Seoul. 

Yang Hyong-Sop. chairman 
of North Korea's parliament, 
the Supreme People's Assem- 
bly. said in a statement that he 
would welcome a visit by Lee 
Ki-Taek. chairman of South 
Korea’s main opposition 
Democratic Parts. 


Zhirinovsky wants to head Duma’s 
Foreign Affairs Committee — report 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Far-right 
leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky is 
among four candidates from 
his Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) vying to chair four com- 
mittees in the state Duma, the 
Interfax News Agency re- 
ported Saturday. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky, who cam- 
paigned for election to parlia- 
ment la^t month on a platform 
calling for the return of the 
Russian empire, is seeking to 
head the Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee of the lower house of 
parliament, according to Inter- 


fax. which quoted the Duma's 
temporary administrative 
office. 

The other LDP candidates 
are Viktor Ustinov. 56, run- 
ning for the Defence Commit- 
tee Leadership, Mikhail 
Lcmycshcv, 66. for the Health 
and Ecology Committee and 
Alexander Vengerovski, 40, 
for the National and Regional 
Policy Committee, Interfax 
said. 

The LDP. which holds the 
second largest number of seats 
in (he new parliament after the 


pro- reform Russia's Choice, 
has also presented vice- 
presidential candidates for 12 
parliamentary committees, the 
agency said. 

Mr. Zhirinovsky had pulled 
out of the election for State 
Duma speaker Friday — which 
was won by Ivan Ribkin, 47. a 
pro-Communist opponent of 
President Boris Yeltsin from 
the Agrarian Party — saying 
he was "getting ready for the 
presidential elections" sche- 
duled for January 1996. 


Mrs. Clinton embroiled in Whitewater storm 


WASHINGTON (R) — Hill- 
ary Rodham Clinton, who has 
turned the usually ceremonial 
role of first lady into a policy- 
making job. finds herself en- 
tangled along with the presi- 
dent in an investigation of her 
private business and profes- 
sional life. 

Reflecting the kind of gener- 
ational change that the election 
of President Bill Ginton un- 
shered in. Mrs. Clinton is the 
first presidential male who 
came to the White House from 
an established career of her 
own. 

Until just before his inau- 
guration. she was a partner 
in (he Rose Law Firm of Little 
Rock. Arkansas, and a mem- 
ber of various corporate 
boards. 

"This whole thine could be 
more of a problem for her than 
for him," said an aide to n 
senior Senate Republican. 


He referred to Mrs. Clin- 
ton's role in an Arkansas land 
development venture and a 
sasings-and-loan failure, (wo 
business projects at the heart 
of matters about to be investi- 
gated by an independent coun- 
sel. 

The White House has been 
sensitive about the first lady's 
involvement in the Whitewater 
land development scheme and 
the Madison Guaranty Thrift 
episode, particularly when 
asked about speculation that 
she — not the president ■ - was 
the one who most objected to 
demands that a special counsel 
he appointed to clear up ques- 
tions about the Clintons* role. 

"I’m not going to characte- 
rise anybody's role in this deci- 
sion.'' said senior White House 
official George Stcphano- 
poulos in announcing the presi- 
dent's decision to request in- 
vestigation by an independent 


official. 

"I'm sure she had some in- 
volvement in it. that she was 
part of some decisions." he 
said. “But beyond that. I'm 
not going to characterise any- 
body's role.’* 

Since coming to Washington 
one year ago. Hillary Ginton 
has shattered the traditional 
ribbon -snipping and hostess 
role of presidential spouse hv 
feuding and shaping the admi- 
nistration's health reform 
programme. 

When Attorney General 
Janet Reno names a special 
counsel to investigate the 
Whitewater affair. Mrs. Clin- 
ton will become the first pres- 
idential spouse to come under 
the scrutiny of such an inves- 
tigation. 

Even the Republicans who 
have been demanding the in- 
vestigation shy away from sug- 
gesting she or her husband 


have done anything wrong. 
They insist the probe is neces- 
sary to dear rhe air af anv 
lingering doubts. 

A number rtf questions have 
been raised about the ethics 
and legalities of the business 
dealings, some of them specifi- 
cally involving the fust bdv. 

The controversy revolves 
around the relationship of the 
Clintons with Arkansas 
businessman James McDoug- 
al. former head of the failed 
Madison Guaranty Sasines and 
Loan Association. 

T. hcy partners in 

whitewater Development, a 
vacation real estate venture 
Cl,mons «>‘ l«*t them 

Questions of conflict-of- 
In ‘" esl , an <i ■ n fl uenec- 
peddhng for example, arise 
from the fact that Mrs. Clinton 
in 1985 represented Madison 
Guaranty. 
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Police accusedof-^v , 
tattooing on 7 ./hflg 
foreheads " 

AMRITSAR. India (AP) - 
The tatooing of the word 
"pickpocket” on the foreheads 
of four women has sparked a 
national outcry over alleged 
police brutality. The women 
say police in the northern state 
of Punjab tatooed their fore- 
heads to settle personal scores. 

Police say outraged citizens 
branded the women after they 
picked someone's pocket. 

While it is not unusual in rural 
India for petty criminals to be 
punished by being paraded on 
the back of a donkey, with 
their faces blackened and 
wearing a garland of slippers, 
this is the first time that alleged 
felons have been tattooed. The 
incident has sparked a national 
controversy over the methods 
used by police to control 
crime. "Disgraceful police con- 
duct,'* wrote the mass- 
circulation daily. Indian Ex- 
press. in an editorial. "What is 
cause for grave concern is the 
brutal manner in which police 
in Punjab have starred dealing 
with women held for nothing 
more serious than suspected 
petty crime." said the news- 
paper. It published photo- 
graphs of rhe women with the 
word “jebkatri." the Punjabi 
word for “pickpocket," . tat- 
tooed on their foreheads. The 
newspaper said the incident 
occurred because police . in 
Punjab have been given ex- 
traordinary powers to deal 
with Sikh separatists. 

Vicar was drunk 
at funeral 

DURHAM. England (R) — A - 
vicar who was so drunk he > 
slurred his words, fell over and .• 
sang out of tune while conduct- 
ing an eariy morning funeral is ., 
to be treated for alcoholism. . *; 
church officials said. A church .- 
warden took over when Rev 
David Heron. 44, fell over at 
the crematorium service for ■; 

Tommy Alderson, a 69-year- ’ ,; 
old miner, at Durham in north- 
east England. “The vicar was 
so drunk he could hardly stand 
up." Gerald Bryant, one of the 
mourners, said. “It was only 
9:30 but it was obvious he had ' 
had a skinful. The church war- * 
den had to prop him up as he *, 
fell over. "At one point he •; 
referred to Tommy as *onr !< 
dear departed sister’. He -kept -h 
repeating himself and was sing- s?;* 
ing at the top of his voice 
completely out of tune." The • * 
bishop of Durham. David 
Jenkins, has apologised for . 

Rev Heron's behaviour, but—? 

Bryant said: “Tommy was. '• 
quite a character who Jiked a f - 
pint (of beer). He was prob- *. 
ably laughing his socks off in 
his coffin." 
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Bardot condemns . 
dolphinarium 

PAPEETE. French Polynesia 
(AFP) — Brigitte Bardot has 
called on the French Polyne- 
sian government to stop the-- 
consiruction of a dolphinarium 
and capture of six dolphins. In 
a letter to French Polynesian 
President Gasion Flosse, Ms. 
Bardot said she was "outraged 
and indignant** over the 
announcement that a dolphi- 
narium would be built in the 
Moorea Lagoon. The project 
by Jay Sweeney, founder of the 
American company Dolphin 
Oucst. would take up two hec- 
tares (4.94 acres) of the lagoon 
for six tame dolphins to play 
games and come in contact 
with humans. The dolphins 
would he locked up at night in 
two 5 ,lin(.)-me t re-square 
(53.K(m square feel) ponds and 
come out for several hours 
during the day for demonstra- 
tions and contact with swim- 
mers. In her letter. Ms. Bardot 
said that the altered- behaviour 
of animals in capitivity has no 
educational value. 

Bobbitt does not 
recall cutting 
off organ 

MANASSAS. Va. (R) — A 
sobbing Lorena Bobbitt told a 
court she could not remember 
the moment when she took a 
knife and cut off her husband's' 
penis as he lay in bed. Mrs. 
Bobbitt, speaking in a tele- 
vised trial that has fascinated 
America, said under defence 
questioning that she acted after 
her husband John raped her — 
the final act in what she de- 
scribes as a "reign of terror” by 
the burly ex-marinc and saloon 
bouncer during their four-yesr 
marriage. She got up ro get a 
glass of water after the alleged 
rape in the earlv hours of June 
23 last year, she said. “The . 
refrigerator light was on. I saw’ 
the knife." she said, referring 
jo the red-handled kitchen 
knife she used in the attack. 
Mrs. Bobhit^aid many memor- 
■es then crowded into her 
mind, including the first time 
her husband raped her. his 
attacks on her and the insults 
he had made to her. 
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Harding accused of 
part in Kerrigan attack 


PORTLAND, Oregon (AFP) 
— The bodyguard of figure 
skater Tonya Harding has ac- 
cused her of planning the 
attack on her rival Nancy Ker- 
rigan,. a television report said, 
after he and two other men 
were charged in the assault. 

Bodyguard Shawn Eric Eck- 
bardt, in a statement to NBC 
news Friday, accused Harding 
with the “Planning and cover- 
up” of the Jan. 6 attack on 
Olympic figure Skater Kerri- 
gan after a practice session at 
the U.S. figure skating cham- 
pionships in Detroit, Michi- 
gan. 

The assault left Kerrigan 
with an injured knee though 
she said Friday she expected to 
back on the ice “in the next 
few days.” 

Citing sources dose to the 
official inquiry into the attack, 
NBC said that no arrest war- 
rant had been served on Hard- 
ing, but that she was the sub- 
ject of an “active criminal in- 
vestigation.” 

Earlier Oregon prosecutor 
John Bradley had dedined to 
confirm reports that Harding 
was under criminal investiga-' 
don. 

Meanwhile, the Washington 
Post reported Saturday that 
the U.S. Olympic Committee 
(USOC) is to ask Harding to 


withdraw from the Winter 
Olympic Games, which get 
under way Feb. 12 in LiUeham- 
mer, Norway, because her pre- 
sence there would create a 
“logistical nightmare.” 

USOCs Executive Director 
Harvey Schiller had denied 
such reports late Friday. 

Harding won the women's 
title in Detroit in Kerrigan's 
absence, and the two had been 
chosen for the U.S. Olympic 
team. 

USOC officials earlier said 
Harding's place on the team 
was safe so long as she was not 
implicated in the attack. 

Kerrigan has refused to com- 
ment on her teammate’s possi- 
ble involvement. 

Eckhardt, together with 
alleged assailant Shane Srant 
and Slant’s uncle Derrick 
Brian Smith, were in custody 
Friday charged with conspiring 
in December to harm Kerri- 
gan. 

Authorities said the inves- 
tigation into the alleged plot 
was continuing. 

Eckhardt’s lawyer Mark 
McKnight said his client had 
admitted involvement in the 
attack in which a man, alleged- 
ly Stant, hit Kerrigan on the 
right leg with a metal bar. 

But McKnight added after 
Eckardt's arraignment that, his 


W- 



Nancy Kerrigan 

client was “not smart enough” 

to have masterminded the 

assault. 

Oregon prosecutor John 
Bradley earlier declined to 
confirm that Harding was 
under criminal investigation. 

“Not at this time,” Bradley 
-said. “We are investigating ev- 
erything. We are going to be as 
complete as we can. Whatever 
you make of that." 

He said earlier in the day 
that more people could be 
charged. 

Earlier in the week, various 
news reports alleged Harding’s 
ex-husband Jeff Gillooly had 


been involved in the attack. 

Eckardt and Smith were 
arrested Thursday and Stant 
surrendered to authorities in 
Phoenix, Arizona Friday. 

Indictments against the trio 
charged that they conspired in 
December in Portland, Ore- 
gon, ro “unlawfully and inten- 
tionally cause physical injured 
to Nancy Kerrigan by means of 
a dangerous weapon, by means 
of striking Nancy Kerrigan in 
the leg with the dangerous 
weapon.” 

If convicted, they could face 
up to 10 years in prison and a 
S100.000 fine. 


Lillehammer is confident on security 


OSLO (R) — Organisers of 
the Lillehammer Olympics said 
Friday they believed security 
for athletes was tight enough 
after a review spurred by the 
attack last week on American 
figure skating star Nancy Ker- 
rigan. 

“This case will not lead to 
any tighter security measures, 
but it underlines that the strict 
precautions we have planned 
will be needed," said Odd 
Ustad, -a spokesman for the 
organising committee. 

In London, International 
Skating Union (ISU) Vice- 
President Lawrence Demmy 
said be expected security mea- 
sures for next week’s Euro- 
pean Championships in 
Copenhagen and in the world 
championships . in Japan in 


At other Olympic venues, he 
said there were also tight res- 
trictions on access to athletes, 
both by the public and by the 
media. “We've often been 
criticised for having too tight 
restrictions,” he said. 

Yet security at cross-country 
races, for instance, is far less 
strict — spectators in forests 
will be barely cordoned off 
from raceTS. 

“Figure skaters are perhaps 
most at risk due to their high 
public profile,” said Marit Ras- 
mussen, an official at the 
Hamar hall. An Olympic gold 
can earn the winner millions of 
dollars in advertising and 
appearance money. 

Security planning for the Lfl- 
lehammer games took account 
of the stabbing of tennis star 


March to be tightened as Monica Seles by a spectator 
result of the attack on Kerri- - last April at a tournament in 
ran lorrr' "Hamburg. 

In another incident in Stutt- 
gart Wednesday. A woman 


■A ” “There will definitely be in 
creased security in 
Copenhagen and Makuhari,” 
Demmy said. "At the Olym- 
pics, security is always very 
tight anyway.” 

Kerrigan, the bronze medal- 
list at the 1992 Olympic Games 
in Albertville and among the 
favourites for gold this year, 
was attacked during the U.S. 
championships in Detroit by a 
man who struck her right knee 
witii a metal police baton. 

Ustad said: “We have of 
course registered the incident 
and gone through our plans.” 
‘ He reckoned it would be 
impossible for an outsider to 
get into the “kiss-and-cry” 
-zone where skaters enter and 
leave the ice at the figure 
skating ban in Hamar, south of 
i Lfflchamm ar. 


Gerhard Heiberg, the presi- 
dent of the Lillehammer Olym- 
pic organising committee, said 
police were acutely aware of 
the possibility of guerrilla vio- 
lence, especially after Norway 
helped to broker a peace deal 
between Israel and the PLO 
last year. 

Ustad said Lillehammer was 
not planning any special body- 
guards for prominent athletes 
away from the arenas. “If they 
go into town and want extra 
security, that’ll be a question 
between the teams and the 
police." 

■ Demmy said in London be- 
fore his departure for 
Copenhagen that the ISU had 
received a faxed message from 
the U.S. Figure Skating Asso- 
ciation (USFSA) expressing 
their shock at what they, called 
the “tragedy" of the attack on 
Kerrigan. 


spectator stabbed a German 
first division soccer player, 
Oliver Moeller of Hamburg, 
with a kitchen knife as he 
watched an indoor tourna- 
ment. 

A 2,770-strong security 
force, including every third 
police officer in the country, 
will be working during the 
games at Lillehammer in the 
biggest security operation ever 
in Norway. 

History's most lethal attack 
on athletes was the killing of 11 
Israelis by Arab guerrillas at 
the 1972 Munich Olympics. By 
a bizarre coincidence, an 
Israeli hit-squad shot dead a 
Moroccan waiter in Lilleham- 
mer in 1973 after mistaking 
him for one of the guerrillas. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TAN HAH HIRSCH 

C . Tirtune Man me 


SENDING A LAD TO DO A MAN’S JOB 


Both vulnerable. South deals'. 
NORTH 
♦ J 5 

" A K 10 8 4 
v 4 

4AQJ103 
WEST EAST 

4 Q 8 3 4 2 

7 Q 6 5 3 2 '7 7 

0 10 6 3 v K Q 9 8 7 2 

454 + K 9 7 6 2 

SOUTH 

4AK10 9764 
7 J 9 
A J 6 
*8 

The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

1 4 Pass 2 7 Pass 

2 4 Pass 3 4 Pass 

3 4 Pass 4 4 Pass 

6 4 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Three of 7 
“Ladies and gentlemen of the 
jury; 

- “South stands before you accused 
of one of the most egregious of 
bridge crimes — child abuse. The 
prosecution will prove the charge to, 
be true beyond a shadow of doubt. 

-‘North-South bid well to get to 
the spade slam. Once North re* 
vealed. a wflUagntaa to play in 
spades. South's, hand became enor- 


mous. The seventh spade and the 
ace of diamonds opposite a probable 
singleton considerably enhanced its 
playing potential, so any bid that 
failed to get to stem would have been 
an act of cowardice. South chose the 
direct route. 

"West led a heart, won in dummy. 
The ace of diamonds was cashed 
and a diamond ruffed. Club ace and 
a dub ruff provided the entry to 
hand for a ruff of the re m aini n g 
diamond. 

“Declarer now tried to return to 
hand by ruffing a club low. West 
overruled with the eight. A heart 
was returned for East to ruff and 
another chib completed the rout by 
promoting West's queen of trumps 
for a second undertrick. 

"It is our contention that declarer 
violated the child labor laws by 
sending a low trump to do the work 
for the second dub ruff. Declarer 
should have ruffed with the king. 
Now ace of trumps followed by the 
ten would have limited the defend- 
ers to one trump trick as long as the 
suit broke no worse than 3-1." 

“Your honor, my client. South, 
wishes to amend his plea to guilty 
and throws himself upon the mercy 
of the Court." 


Sudanese fans 
stone referee 
after soccer 
defeat 

KHARTOUM (Rj — 
Sudanese soccer fans stoned 
the referee and members of a 
visiting Tanzanian team after it 
knocked the home side out of 
this year’s Bast and Central 
African Club Championship. 

Police said the referee from 
Zanzibar and several members 
of the Tanzanian team. Simbn. 
had been taken to hospital to 
for treatment. 

Sim ha defeated Sudan’s 
most popular team Al Mer- 
reikh 2-1 Friday night in a 
bad-tempered game at the 
Sudanese club's stadium in 
Omdurman. Khartoum's twin 
city. 

AI Merreikh fans invaded 
the pitch and hurled stones at 
the Simba players and the re- 
feree 

Police restored order and 
Interior Minister Brigadier 
Abdul Rahim Mohammad 
Hossein turned out in person 
10 ensure the safety of the 
injured. 

Simba. which went through 
to semifinal from its group with 
Express of Uganda, has 
threatened to withdraw from 
the competition because of the 
injuries sustained by its play- 
ers. 


China coach 
‘fired star 
for team’s 
good’ 

BEIJING (R) — China's iron- 
fisted track supercoach. Ma 
Junren. said in an interview 
published Saturday he had to 
drop a world champion from 
his star-studded squad for the 
good of his whole team. 

But other sport officials said 
Ma's decision to dismiss 20- 
year-old Liu Dong in a fight 
over the 1.500 metre world 
champion's love life and other 
disciplinary infractions did not 
have the support of China's 
athletic community'. 

'—.‘T expelled Liu Dong. “Ma 
.bluntly told ihe official China 
: Youth daily. 

Ma’s words were seemingly 
contradicted by his boss. Sun 
Yusen, the head of the Liaon- 
ing Province track and field 
team, who told the Beijing 
Evening News Saturday that 
Liu had returned to the team 
but was not being allowed to 
practice. 

Instead, she was being asked 
to write a self-criticism. 

“The position of the team 
leaders is clear.” Sun told the 
newspaper. "If Liu Dong is 
only able to recognise deeply 
the errors she has committed 
and resolves to right her 
wrongs, she will still be an 
important member of the ‘Ma 
family army'.” 

The deputy secretary gener- 
al of China Athletics Associa- 
tion. Shang Xiutang. told the 
newspaper: “No one from the 
association has ever spoken in 
favour of Ma Junren expelling 
Liu Dong." 

When the reporter from the 
China Youth daily asked Ma 
why he was being so hard on a 
world champion, the mercurial 
trainer said he had to do it for 
the sake of discipline. 

“She is no! the only world 
champion on my team. If they 
all were like her. how could 1 
possibly manage them in the 
future?" 

“The Ma family army's 
team spirit and discipline can- 
not be destroyed by one per- 
son.” 



ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS 
OF OTHER LANGUAGES 


The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in modern stan- 
dard Arabic for speakers of other languages will 
commence on Jan. 29, and will last for 16 weeks. 
The programme is intensive and classes meet in the 
morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday - Wednesday 
Those interested please call at the language 
centre for registration during the week prior to 
the beginning of the course. 


Sampras retains NSW Open title; 
Fernandez, Date to clash in final 


SYDNEY (R) — Pete Sam- 
pras rebuffed a fiercely deter- 
mined Ivann Lendl to retain 
his New South Wales (NSW) 
open title with a 7-6 6-4 victory 
in a rain-affected final Satur- 
day. 

The American world num- 
ber one picked up a winners’ 
cheque for $42,000 as reward 
for the 2!st singles title of his 
career, keeping his concentra- 
tion after a heavy shower had 
interrupted the match at a cru- 
cial stage in the first set. 

The unseeded Lendl, con- 
vinced he is fit enough to win 
more titles at the advanced 
tennis age of 33. was not 
helped when the weather inter- 
vened just before the crucial 
first set tie-break. 

He returned to save a third 
set point, bur put a backhand 
into the net on the fourth to 
give Sampras the tie-break 7-5 
and effectively seal the result. 

“ft was pretty close, but in 
the end he was only one who 
made a break point. I didn’t 
make any," said Lendl. 

“I didn't serve as well after 
the break as I did before, but 
otherwise I thought both of us 
played pretty well." 

After the match Sampras 
warned his Australian Open 
rivals that he fears no-one as 
he heads towards Melbourne 
for rhe first Grand Slam 
tournament of rhe year. 

The 22-year-old Sampras 
also revealed his desire to be 
regarded as one of the best 
players of all time. 


“No, I’m not frightened of 
anyone. I feel that 1 play my 
tennis. I can win. "said Sam- 
pras simply.” I think I’m the 
favourite and I'm going to Mel- 
bourne with confidence." 

Asked to respond to sugges- 
tions from his coach Tim Gul- 
likson that he could become 
one of the greatest players the 
game has ever seen, he replied: 
“I’ve thought about it. particu- 
larly winning on clay ar Roland 
Garrows. Winning on every 
surface, that. would prove to 
me I’m one of the greatest of 
all time." 

“I'm only 22. As 1 mature I 
think I'll get better and better. 
Hopefully this’ll be another 
good year for me, like 1993 
was.” 

Lendl, who has taken an 
interest in Sampras's progress 
from an early age, hailed Sam- 
pras as “one bell of an athlete” 
and poured scorn on those who 
think his now fellow-American 
is short on personality. 

“From what I read in the 
papers, a personality in tennis 
is someone who sears, shouts, 
yells and throws Tantrums." he 
said. 

“It’s sickening that someone 
who’s down to earth, polite, 
behaves well, is reasonably 
clever and wears nice clothes 
has to apologise for the way he 
is.” 

Before linking up with Gul- 
Jikson. Sampras once accepted 
Lendl's invitation to come and 
stay at his Connecticut man- 
sion for a few days. 


The master informed the 
pupil he possessed all the shots 
bur needed to be more disci- 
plined in his use of them. He 
had few problems gening the 
message across. “When I 
looked round the house and 
saw everything Lendl has got. 
recalled Sampras.” thought to 
myself, “‘If I knuckle down. 1 
can have the same’." 

Lendl has also spent rime in 
recent days giving an insight 
into the pressurised world in- 
habited by those who reach the 
coveted number one spot. 
Having spent a record 270 
weeks at the top himself, his 
advice is to ignore people's 
expectations. 

“What the public expects is 
that you win every match, but 
that's not possible,” said 
Lendl. T don't think anyone is 
remembered by how long 
they’ve been number one... 
It’s by how many grand slam 
titles you win." 

Lendl received $24,150 as 
runner-up. almost $3,000 less 
than the losing women's final- 
ist will receive Sunday. 

That final will be between 
American Mary Joe Fernandez 
and Japan’s Kimiko Date, who 
beat Gabriela Sabatini and 
Patty Fendick respectively in 
Saturday’s semifinals. 

Sabatini's hopes of a first 
tour title in 20 months as she 
eased into the women's singles 
final. 

Fernandez, seeded third, 
beat the second-seeded Argen- 


a less stressful 
in last year’s 


tine 7-5 6-1. 
victory than 

French Open, when reco- 
vered from a set and 5- 1 down 
against Sabatini to vin the 
third-iongest womer s match - 
in the open era. 

The Match. _iayed from 
four hours and then inter- 
rupted twice by rain, lasted ■ 
only 90 minutes and eared Fer- ‘ 
nandez a final appearance ■ 
against Date who Fendick 6-2 • 
5-7 6-1 in the other semifinal. 

Fernandez, absent from the 
tour in the latter stages of 1993 
after abdominal surgery and 
Still feeling her way back to 
form, was understandably de- 
lighted with the result. 

“It was very satisfying per- • 
formance.” said the American * 
world number seven, who : 
spent the pore-match rain • 
break playing dominoes. “I'm 
getting back their slowly, but . 
I've still a way to go.” 

Sabatini. 3-0 down almost «. 
immediately, saved two set 
points at 5-3 in the first set and 
began to approach the net with •• 
some success. 

But she folded completely 
after the second rain relay at . 
2-1 in the second set. losing the 
final five games without replay 
against an opponent who grew - 
visibly in confidence. 

Fernandez is seeded to meet 
world nunmber oner Steffi 
Graf in the quarter-finals at the 
Australian Open and may 
tyum out to be one of the more 
serious obstacles to the Ger- - 
man favourite. 


EUROPEAN SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIP 

Macedonia in but Yugoslavia must wait 


ZURICH, Switzerland (R) — 
Macedonia were admitted to 
next week’s draw for the 1996 
European Soccer Cham- 
pionship Friday but the rump 
Republic of Yugoslavia was 
told it would have to wait. 

A meeting of the European 
Football Union's (UEFA's) 
emergency committee granted 
Macedonia provisional mem- 
bership and said it would take 
part in next Saturday's draw in 
Manchester for the qualifying 
competition of the 1996 
tournament in England. 

But an application by 
Yugoslavia, banned from in- 
ternational competition since 
United States sanctions were 
imposed in 1992, was turned 
.down for the time being. 

UEFA President Lennart 
Johansson said the world body 
FIFA had told Yugoslavia it 


could not enter the draw for 
the 1996 Olympics in Atlanta. 

“We must do the same," he 
said, adding that UEFA would 
still leave the door open if the 
political situation changed be- 
fore the qualifiers start in 
September. 

“If the situation changes, 
then the next day we will meet 
and consider it," he said 
“Yugoslavia must feel we are 
trying to help them. We must 
give them hope that there is a 
chanced 

“But we don't know what 
will happen.’’ 

Macedonia's entty brings the 
number of teams in the 1996 
European championship to a 
record 48. With England auto- 
matically qualifying for the fin- 
als as hosts, the 47 others will 
play for the 15 places left. 

Originally, UEFA had plan- 


ned to have six groups of six 
teams with the top two qual- 
ifying and two groups of five 
from which the top team would 
go through and the two 
runners-up would play off for 
the final place. 

Johansson told Reuters the 
organising committee would 
decide on a new formula to 
take into account Macedonia's 
entry. • 

He said he expected they 
would opt for seven groups of 
six nations and one of five. The 
runners-up with the worst re- 
cord from the groups of six 
would then play off against the 
second-placed team in the 
group of five, he said. 

A Yugoslav delegation in- 
cluding AC Milan's Mon- 
tenegrin forward Dejan 
Savicevic pleaded with UEFA 


for 25 minutes to be allowed 
in. 

But Yugoslav federation 
President Milan Miljanic said 
afterwards he was not too dis- 
appointed with the result. 

“I’m satisfied with that.” he 
said. “I'm happy to know that 
we will be coming back into 
international soccer. But what 
happens next is out of our 
control.” 

Since the break-up of 
Yugoslavia into separate re- 
publics, the federation now 
represents only Serbia and 
Montenegro. 

Croatia, Slovenia and now 
Macedonia have all joined 
UEFA as individual members. 

Macedonia's entry will allow 
star striker Darko Pancev, 
now playing for German first 
division club Leipzig, to take 
pan in the qualifying. 


Seizinger posts 2nd skiing win in 2 days 


CORTINA D'AMPEZZO. 
Iraly (R) — German Katja 
Seizinger rook advantage of a 
course tailor-made for her 
talents to win a women's World 
Cup super-giant slalom Satur- 
day. her second win in two 
days in this Italian resort. 

The 21-year-old super-G 
world champion skied the 
high-speed course in a time of 
one minute of one minute 
11.96 seconds to repeat her 
success in the downhill on the 
same Olimpia Delle Tofane 
Piste 24 hours earlier. 

Austrian Ulrike Maier. win- 
ner of the corresponding race 
last year, was second in J : 12.55 
with Canadian Olympic dow- 
nhill champion Kerrin Lee- 
Gartner third in 1:12.58. 

After the spills of last 
weekend's abandoned super-G 
in Altenmarkt. Austria, the 
course set here by Austrian 
Walter Hubmann was criti- 
cised as too easy by some 
competitors. 

“There were only two real 
curves. It was too simple, just 
like a downhill a few more 
gates." said Olympic super-G 
champion Deborah Compag- 
noni. The Italian finished out- 
side the top IU on a course of 
not suited to her style. 

Swede Pemilla Wiberg. the 
overall World Cup leader. 


placed a provisional fifth and 
will extend her advantage over 
cup holder Anita Wachter of 
Austria, who finished a place 
lower, according to the results. 

Wiberg now has 765 World 
Cup points while the Austrian 
Wachter is on 694. just behind 
Swiss veteran Vreni Schneider 
(698). Schneider has not skied 
on the past two days but re- 
turns to action in a giant slalom 
here Sunday. 

Seizinger "s 200- point haul in 
the past two days has boosted 
her to 523 points, fifth behind 
Compagnoni 1530). 

“I'm happy with the way I 
skied and above all that I 
managed to finish ahead of 
Wachter.” said Wiberg. who is 
back to her best after a serious 
achilies tendon injury ruled her 
out of the latter part of last 
season. 

Seizinger built a lead of over 
a second on the upper part of 
the course and could afford a 
small mistake near the end. 

"I got things wrong seven 
gates from the finish and I'm 
surprised it didn’t cost me 
more.” the 2 1 -year-old said. 

A downhill winner here Iasi 
season. Seizinger naturally had 
no complaints about the piste.. 

“1 love this course with its 
wide curves which suit me 
down to rhe ground Naturally 


I'm delighted that the Alten- 
markt super-G is being re-run 
here.” she added. 

An extra super-G will be 
held here Monday to replace 
the controversial Altenmarkt 
race which the International 
Ski Federation (FIS) erased 
from the record books Friday. 

The race was abandoned be- 
cause the conditions were ad- 
judged dangerous after less 
than half the field had com- 
peted but the FIS initially said 
the results would stand. 

The decision to scrap the 
results cost Seizinger 80 points 
and robbed Swiss Heidi Zur- 
briggen. sister of the great 
Swiss Pirmin Zurbriggen. of 
her first win after almost a 
decade on the World Cup cir- 
cuit. 

The unfortunate Zurbriggen 
finished a creditable ninth in 
Saturday's race. 

Italian Bibiana Pere 2 . who 
suffered facial bruising in a fall 
in Friday's downhill, came 
back bravely to take fourth 
place in the super-G behind 
Lee-Gartner. 

The Canadian, surprise win- 
ner of the Olympic downhill in 
Albertville two years ago. had 
her spirits lifted by her best 
result of the season. 

“I aim to be at my best next 
month when I defend mv 


Olympic title in Lillehammer 
(Norway)/' she said. 


■IttfgP 

piitaid 

flashes 
prices 

40% Off or Better Still 
For Longer Terms 2! 
For You Corporate Guests I 

Most Luxurious 
Serviced Suites 

For The Price 
Of A Room !!! 

816690 
Fax 679304 
Sweifiyeh 


- FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A first-floor apartment consisting of two bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
salon, dining room, L-shaped sitting room. Alno modem kitchen with 
all eleciric appliances, central heating, telephone, air-conditioner, 
modem Italian deluxe furniture. 

Location: Shmeisani. Annua! rent is JD6,000. 

For Information call tel. 664935. 

NB: We have tailleurs Frank Usher ... for parties and other occasions, 
in attractive colours and various sizes. Reasonable prices. Please 
call the above-mentioned number. 



We advise you to visit 
AI Dalai Establishment 
Inside the Forte Grand Hotel 


i 


* 


4 For Information, the price of an 
embroidered cushion Is JD 
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I Cinema 


Tel.: 634144 


PHILADELPHIA 


A 

T 


dragon 

The Bruce Lee story 

Show*: 1 2.. Til. 3:30. . iij-.*,* 

IE a.m. special show for children 
Thor. +FrL+ Sat. and Sun. 

Nipfft Dragons 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


CONCORD 


CONCORD <V 

Briget Fonda —in 

ASSASSIN 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. K:30. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
Beauty and the Beast 

Shows: 12:3(1. 3:15. 4:45. 6:00 


Gnema 


Tel.: 699238 


Amr Diyab, Omar Shari! and Yusra 
in 

Laughter, Pisy, Seriousness and 
Love 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:00. 6 JO. 8:30. 1000 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Naba Al PI— Hoi Tb— tre 


presents a play entitled: 

AL Dm Nuran 

A popular political comedy . 
Actors: Abeer Issft. Daoud Jaiajel, Has- 
sen Al Sheer, Fuad Shomafl 
in addition to other comedians 

Every night at kU 
Tickets ere sold day 


Nabil & Hiftarh s 

AHLAN TNRATRB 


Tel.: 625153 1 


Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahlan Arab Summit Confer- 
ence (play) 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Mondays and Tuesdays 
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PLO to express concern over Israei-Vatican deal 


TUNIS (R) ~ Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
delegation left Tunis on Saturday for talks with Vatican 
officials in which they wjil express worries about the consequ- 
ences of the Israei-Vatican deal last month for Jerusalem. 
"The PLO delegation will discuss with the Vatican the 
negative consequences of the agreement on the status of 
Jerusalem." ?LO spokesman Yasser Abed Rabbo said. Israel 
and the Vatic, signed an agreement last month recognising 
each other anJ clearing the way for full diplomatic ties. 
Mohammad Zuhdi Nashashibi. a PLO Executive Committee 
member who heads the delegation, said he would remind the 
Vatican of a l : .N. resolution declaring illegal Israel's annexa- 
tion of the east of the city after the 1967 war. "We will discuss 
also the expansion of Jewish settlements in Arab (East) 
Jerusalem and the nature of the future relations between the 
PLO and the Vatican." he said before leaving Tunis. 


Canadian official underfire in Lebanon 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Palestinian hardliners on Saturday 
charged a visiting Canadian official. Marc Perron, with 
seeking the permanent settlement in Lebanon some 350.000 
Palestinian refugees. Mr. Perron, who arrived Wednesday in 
Lebanon and began touring Palestinian refugee camps, heads 
the Middle East Department at the Canadian Foreign Affairs 
Ministry and is chairman of the refugees committee in line 
with the Middle East peace process. His visit "is in line with 
suspicious attempts to cancel U.N. Resolution 194 and to force 
our people into settling (in Lebanon) on the pretext of serving 
them." said a statement issued by four Palestinian organisa- 
tions opposed to the Israel-Palesline Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) deal on Palestinian self-rule in (he occupied territories. 
The Popular and Democratic fronts for rhe liberation of 
Palestine, the statement's main signatories, urged "the Arab 
states concerned with the Palestinian people's fate to provide 
them with sufficient aid... until they recover their legitimate 
rights." Mr. Perron voiced concern on his tour of the camps 
over "the lack of interest regarding the Palestinian diaspora" 
since the Israeli-PLO accord was signed in Washington on 
Sept. 13. He said a delegation of his committee on Palestinian 
refugees would visit Lebanon “to obtain air for reconstruction, 
education and jobs" in the camps. "This visit will not harm the 
right of Palestinians to return." he added. 


Bran studies pardon plea for German 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran's Justice Department is reviewing an 
official request from Germany to pardon Helmut Szimkus. a 
German engineer sentenced to death here on charges of spying 
for Iraq. Tehran Radio reported Saturday. A spokesman for 
‘'Chief Justice Ayatollah Mohammad Yazdi told the radio that 
the request had not yet been submitted to Iran's spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the only official qualified to 
pardon. Mr. Szimkus since the German's death sentence was 
upheld by the supreme court earlier this month. The pardon 
plea was being reviewed by experts, the spokesman said. In 
Bonn on Friday German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel made 
an urgent appeal to three Iranian lawmakers for Mr. Szimkus. 
59. to be pardoned. Mr. Kinkel told Mohammad-Javad 
Larijani. a member of the national Security Council, that 
Germany considered Mr. Szimkus case to be "extremely 
serious." (see page 2) 


: Bus bombs kill three in Turkey 


_ ISTANBUL (R) — Three people were killed and 20 were 
injured in central Turkey when time-bombs hidden in luggage 
exploded on inter-city buses, police said Saturday. No group 
claimed responsibility for the Friday night blasts which 
damaged four buses, they added. Rebel Kurds have attacked 
buses in south east Turkey in the past but this was the First use 
of bombs. The semi-official Anatolian news agency said police 
were now searching all luggage on buses entering and leaving 
Istanbul. Security officials in southeast Turkey, meanwhile, 
i said troops had killed seven Kurdish separatists in clashes. 


Hekmatyar: Arabs will not be expelled 


PESHAWAR (AFP) — Afghan Premier Gulbuddin Hek- 
matyar says he will never comply with requests to force Islamic 
fighters from Egypt or other countries to return home, 
according to a report here Saturday. "They are our brothers." 
he was quoted as saying by the Pakistani daily the Frontier 
Post. "They fought at our side against the Soviet army. "It 
wasn't us who had them. It was Egypt and the other countries 
now opposed to their presence in Afghanistan who encour- 
aged them to come here to fight communism" during the long 
Soviet occupation of the country. Egypt has asked the Afghan 
authorities to extradile several Islamic fundamentalists, 
among them Mohammad Mekawi. spokesman for a movement 
which has been implicated in the assassination attempt on 
Egyptian Premier Atef Sedki in November. Egyptian press 
reports have said Moustapha Hamza, another Islamic fun- 
damentalist leader who was condemned to death in abstentia 
in Egypt, is also in Afghanistan. 


1 killed in Lebanese building collapse 


TRIPOLI (AP) — A four-storey building which was badly 
damaged in the Lebanese civil war collapsed Saturday, killing 
a woman and injuring at least three people, a police source 
said. The structure, hit during fighting in this northern port 
city in [he late stages of the 1975-90 war. had about a dozen 
dwellers, the source said. The woman, identified as 70-year- 
old Badriya A1 AH. was the only person inside when the 
buildingcrumbled. according to police. Troops were dispatch- 
ed to the site as rescuers worked to retrieve Ms. All's body 
from the rubble. The other victims were passersby. They 
suffered minor injuries and were treated in hospital. A civil 
defence official at the scene said the collapse was the result of 
damage caused by fighting on the demarcation line between 
the Oobba and Tabbaneh neighbourhoods. 


Major: ‘No real role’ in Iraq arms rules 


LONDON (R) — Prime Minister John Major has told 
Britain's arms-for-Iraq inquiry that he had no significant role 
in setting or adjusting guidelines on sales of defence-related 
equipment to Baghdad, the Financial Times reported Satur- 
day. In written evidence to the inquiry ahead of his appear- 
ance. before Lord Justice Scott on Monday. Mr. Major 
emphasised that during his time as finance minister and 
foreign minister he was" not party to relaxation of rules, said 
the newspaper. Mr. Major set up the inquiry in 1992 to 
investigate whether British ministers knowingly broke guide- 
lines governing arms sales lo Iraq before the 1991 Gulf war. 
His aides maintain the prime minister has nothing to fear from 
the inquiry, which is trying to discover whether the Conserva- 
tive government turned a blind eye as British firms helped 
buikf Iraq's war machine in rhe 1980s. Current Finance 
Minister Kenneth Garke said on Thursday he would resign if 
the inquiry found he was at fault in signing key documents. 


Pakistan is behind violence — India 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — The arrest of 35 people for a series of 
bombing raids during the past two years has revealed their links 
with Pakistani military' intelligence. India's security minister said 
Saturday. "It is clear that they have a nationwide network and are 
bent on creating trouble with support from Pakistan's Inter 
Services Intelligence (ISI).“ Internal Security Minister Rajesh 
Pilot said in the" southern city of Hyderabad. Mr. Pilot's assertion 
came a day after the arrest following police raids in the cities of 
Bombay and Lucknow. Thirty-five people including a Bombay 
doctor. Mohammed Jab's Ansari. his brother and accomplices 
were charged with the bombings of trains, stations and public 
places which left 25 dead since 1992. Mr. Pilot said the suspects 
had links with the ISI and that Dawood Ibrahim was the key 


Clinton hails Belarus, offers more aid 


MINSK (Agencies) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton on 
Saturday praised Belarus for 
becoming a nuclear-free state, 
and urged the young people of 
the former Soviet republic to 
help build a better Europe by 
pressing ahead with reform. 

"What you do here might 
encourage other nations facing 
the same challenges." Mr. 
Clinton said. 

"it can help build a broader 
Europe that is no longer di- 
vided but integrated." inte- 
grated by democratic govern- 
ments. market economies and 
peaceful coexistence." 

His speech at the academy of 
sciences came during a whirl- 
wind visit after a two-day sum- 
mit with Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin in Moscow that 
focused largely on post-cold 
war efforts to dismantle nuc- 
lear arsenals. 

Mr. Clinton, accompanied 
by his wife Hillary and 1 3-y ear- 
old daughter Chelsea on his 
visit to Minsk, said Belarus- 
sians had more reason than 
most to want a better future 
because of the country's tragic 



U.S. President Bill Clinton salutes before board- 
ing Air Force One with his wife Hillary on 


Saturday at Vanukovo II airport in Moscow 
heading for Minsk. Belarus 


past. 


"This nation, which lost one 
in four of its citizens in the 
Second World War. must sure- 
ly knew better than any other 
on the face of the earth the 
terrible price Europeans' have 
paid for their constant divi- 
sions." he said. 

More recently. Belarus was- 
devastated by the Chernobyl 
disaster. It was downwind of 
the 19S6 accident at the Ukrai- 
nian nuclear power plant, and 
absorbed much of the fallout. 

While acknowledging that 
this undoubtedly contributed 
to Belarus's decision to dis- 
mantle and ship to Russia 72 
SS-25 strategic nuclear missiles 
left here after the collaose of 
the Soviet Union. Mr. Clinton 
said the country could have 
kept the weapons and "rattled 
them around." 

Instead, he sold, it made a 
"braver and better choice to 
live nuclear-free." recognising 
that "real security lies in integ- 
rating with your neighbours." 

Mr. Clinton told Belarus- 
Chairman Stanislav Shush- 
kevich that an additional S25 
million in U.S. funds would go 
for rhe scrapping of the former 
Soviet state's SI nuclear mis- 


siles and to convert defence 
industries to peaceful use. 

This brings the total U.S. aid 
available to Belarus for anti- 
nuclear work lo S 101 million. 

Arriving from Moscow on a 
gray, chilly morning. Mr. Clin- 
ton signed a treaty with Mr. 
Shushkevich intended to lure 
American businesses here by- 
offering legal protections for 
investments. Mr. Clinton also 
approved formation of an 
American trade centre. 

Belarus's disarmament deci- 
sion also was cerebrated by Mr. 
Clinton in a champagne toast 
with Mr. Shushkevich at a 
guest house built for the 1974 
visit of then- President Richard 
Nixon. 

In part. Mr. Clinton's trip 
was intended to demonstrate 
to neighbouring Ukraine that 
disarmament pays off. Ltkrainc 
signed an agreement with Rus- 
sia and the LInited States on 
Friday :o scrap us nuclear 
arsenal, though there is 
opposition to the pact in the 
Kiev parliament. 

Mr. Shushkevich told Mr. 
Clinton he would like Belarus 
to participate in (he North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation's 
(NATO) new "Partnership For 
Peace" programme approved 
during Mr. Clinton's visit to 
Brussels this week. But he said 
it would mean amending the 
neutrality clause of ihc Belarus 
constitution. 


The NATO plan is to close 
ranks with Eastern Europe, 
initially through joint military 
exercises. 

Also on Mr. Clinton's brief 
Belarus schedule was a stop at 
the Kurnputy memorial, burial 
ground for lens of thousands of 
Byelorussians killed by Josef 
Stalin between 1937 and 1941. 
The only marking at the 
memorial was a ribbon-draped 
cross in a snowy, soggy marsh. 

President Clinton also .said 
Saturday his trip to Russia had 
strengthened tics with refor- 
mers there and stressed it was 
still important for the United 
States to remain engaged in 
Europe. 

In his weekly radio speech, 
which was taped before he left 
the Kremlin on Saturday. Mr. 
Clinton said his meetings in 
Moscow “brought us to a new 
season of partnership, warm 
partnership with Russia's re- 
formers." 

The U.S. president told 
radio listeners back home it 
was important to stay engaged 1 
in Europe in the post-cold war 
era because American national 
security is ultimately still at 
stake. 

"Many nations in the former 
Soviet bloc are fighting econo- 
mic hardship that could 
threaten their democracies. In 
many of these countries, mili- 
tant nationalists arc fanning 
the flames of ancient, ethnic 


and religious hatreds." he said. 

"And we still have to finish 
the work of reducing the cold 
war nuclear stockpiles. We 
can’t afford to ignore these 
challenges." 

Mr. Clinton headed for 
Switzerland later Saturday for 
the last stop on his six-nation 
European tour. On Sunday. 
Mr. Clinton will seek a break- 
through in stalled Middle Ease 
peace talks in a meeting with 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad in Geneva. 

Several dozen communist 
protestors demonstrated 
against Mr. Clinton's visit. 
TTiey carried signs telling Mr. 
Clinton "don't interfere" and 
saying "the USSR exists and it 
will exist." 

While Minsk has moved 
quickly on arms control, it has 
been slow to adopt political 
Teforms. Popular elections 
have not been held nor has a 
new constitution been 
adopted. 

Before departing Moscow 
Saturday morning. Mr. Clinton 
said farewell to Mr. Yeltsin in 
the Kremlin's St. George's. 
■Hall, the gleaming white and' 
gold, cavernous room where 
they opened talks with a hand- 
shake on Thursday. He left 
Russia amid considerable 
pomp at the airport, with a 
military band playing the Rus- 
sian and U.S. national anthems 
and "Stars and Stripes Fore- 
ver." 


Yemeni parties accuse each other of massing troops 


DUBAI (.AFP) — Yemen's 
rival ruling parties on Suturday 
traded charges that their re- 
spective military forces were 
massing troops on the borders 
of the former North and South 
Yemen, sources close to both 
sides said. 

President Ali Abdulljh 
Saleh's General People's Con- 
gress (GPCi and his vice- 
president’s Yemen Socialist 
Party (YSP) are accusing each 
other of massing troops dt the 
old border dividing the coun- 
try. which was united in 1900. 

GPC sources interviewed h\ 
telephone from Dubai told 
AFP that the YSP. which ruled 
the former South Yemen, had 
deployed its 2*hh brigade at rhe* 
border at dawn on Friday. 

The brigade, positioned 


across from the northern pro- 
vince of Al Baydha. had been 
based further inland in the 
south. 

The GPC sources said the 
southern forces were bolstered 
opposite the border town of 
Tatz and that armoured vehi- 
cles were sent to the airport of 
the southern port of Aden. 

On Thursday, the sources 
said that the YSP had rede- 
ployed four army units pre- 
viously on the borders with 
Oman and Saudi Arabia in the 
oil region of Shjbwj in the 
south. 

Socialist South Yemen and 
the more prosperous conserva- 
tive North united in May 19v.h) 
after three centuries of separa- 
tion. 

But their armies have not vet 


been merged and the two lead- 
ers. Mr. Saleh and Vice- 
President Ali Salem Al Beedh, 
have been locked in a dispute 
since August over how to rule 
the country. 

Mr. Beedh. the president of 
the former south, left the capit- 
al to his home in Aden, de- 
manding political and econo- 
mic reforms. He refused to 
attend a reconciliation meeting 
with Mr. Saleh last Sunday. 

The sources contacted from 
Dubai accused Mr. Beedh 's 
party of "recently using the 
country's oil revenues to con- 
clude arms deals, notably with 
Bulgaria and Russia " 

A YSP official, however, de- 
nied the charge and held the 
rival party responsible for the 
militarv "escalation." 


“The GPC deployed Friday- 
several units on the old bor- 
der. mainly the first armoured 
unit and the Amaliqa brigade, 
opposite the northern pro- 
vinces of Al Baydha and Dha- 
mar." the Y5P -source said. 

In a statement Thursday, the 
GPC slammed the mobilisation 
and reinforcement of troops by 
the YSP. saying it was against 
"the spirit of national unity 
and risked a breakout of a civil 
war." 

The GPC sources accused 
the socialists of lacking interest 
in implementation of a plan, 
approved by a military com- 
mittee headed by the deputy 
ehief of staff. Colonel Alt 
Mohammad 5 a (ah. to with- 
draw both parties' forces from 
the old harder line. 


Two million 
claims filed 
against Iraq 


GENEVA (AP) — More than 
two million claims have been 
filed by people claiming they 
suffered losses because of 
Iraq’s 1990-91 occupation of 
Kuwait, U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali said 
Friday. 

"This is indeed and unpre- 
cedented undertaking," Dr. 
Ghali told members of the 
U.N. Compensation Commis- 
sion, which plans to begin 
making payments to indi- 
viduals in April. 

He said the creation of the 
commission to adjudicate the 
claims from the Gulf war 
marked the first time the inter- 
national community has tried 
to ensure victims of war that 
they would be paid compensa- 
tion. 

"The commission will be re- 
quired to deal with a huge 
number of claims." Dr. Ghali 
said. "Until now 2,135,000 
compensation claims have 
been submitted by 78 govern- 
ments on behalf of their 
citizens, their corporations and 
themselves.” 


More than two million of the 
claims are from individuals, 
most of them from Bang- 
ladesh, Egypt, India. Jordan, 
Kuwait. Pakistan, the Philip- 
pines, Sri Lanka, Sudan and 
Yemen, he said. 


Many of the people filing 
individual claims fled Kuwait 
on short notice because of the 
occupation, leaving behind 
possessions and better-paid 
jobs than they could find in 
their home countries. 


The commission has said it is 
giving top priority to 1,100 
claims for death and serious 
injury, including psychological 
harm. Top limits are 52,500 for 
an individual and 510,000 for a 
family. Corporate and govern- 
ment limits are much higher. 

“Together we must work to 
ensure that sufficient funds are 
secured to allow the commis- 
sion to honour these awards,” 
Dr. Ghali said. 


Carlos Alzamora, executive 
secretary of the commission, 
told the AP that the panel has 
55 million to 56 million avail- 
able from Iraqi assets that were 
frozen by other countries. 


That will be enough for the 
first 3.500 claims of the 12,000 
death and serious injury categ- 
ory from 19 countries, Mr. 
Alzamora said. "This is a very 
sensitive and symbolic categ- 
ory." 

For other categories "we 
don't have the money," he 
said, adding he hoped Iraq 
would change its attitude and 
agree to pay provide more 
funds. 


So far the Baghdad govern- 
ment has refused to sell 51.6 
billion worth of oil as required 
by the U.N. Security Council 
to provide funds to "the com- 
mission. 

Corporations have a dead- 
line of April 1 to file their 
claims and governments May 


Yemen says Saudi tycoon 
financing extremist groups 


CAIRO (AP) — Yemen has 
asked Inrcrpo! to hun: down a 
Saudi businessman accused of 
financing outlawed Muslim ex- 
tremist groups in Yemen. 
Egypt and elsewhere, a Cairo 
newspaper reported Suiurda>. 

The government -owned Al 
Ahram said Yemen’s interior 
minister. Yehia Ai Mutawakcl. 
accused the Saudi. Osama Ben 
Laden, of bankrolling Yemeni 
extremists who (rained in 
Afghanistan, then went home 
to commit acts of terror. 

Al Ahram also quoted an 
unidentified ■‘h'ch-r,:iiking 
Yemeni source" as v.ning Mr. 
Ben Laden, whoe hails 

from Yemen, has --ent more 
than $159 million on "terror- 
ist" movements in other Arab 

countries, mair.i-, Egypt. Tuni-- 
sin and Aliens. 

"He pJ - » r-e 

and 550.000 for ir, operation in 
any of these countries." the 
newspaper said. 

In an inter. isw. Mr. Muta- 
4 j£kci told As Ahram the miit- 
|iams. calling themselves Ye- 
men Jihad, were responsible 
for a recent iissustinariun 
attempt against Ai: Salem A! 
Beedh. the country \ deputy 
leader. 

And jihad's alleged leader. 
Tariq AI Fadh:!. rs imprisoned 
in Sana'a, the capital, in con- 
nection with (he bombing of 
two hotels in Aden in Decem- 
ber 1992. 

Mr. Mutawaki! (old Al 
Ahram (bat yp suspects are lo 
be tried for the bombing, in- 
cluding hT) still at large. 

Middle Eastern rumour mills 
have Ions spoken of Mr. Ben 


Laden, whose empire is based 
on construction, as a key finan- 
cier of Islamic radicals in the 
region. But Mr. Mut awake Is 
public accusation is the first by 
an official of his rank against 
rhe wealthy Saudi. 

Mr. Ben Laden's entrep- 
reneurial Saudi family was on- 
ginallv from H.idram.iut in Ye- 
men. He is said to be currently 
in Sudan, another country ac- 
cused of harbouring training 
camps for outlawed extremists'. 

Egyptian authorities claimed 
radicals who tried to kill Prime 
Minister Atcf Scdfci with a 
bomb on Nos 20 were work- 
ing or. orders from inside Ye- 
men. at the fool of the Arabian 
Peninsula. 

"We assure the Egyptian 

govern.T.er.t that Yemen will 
never harbour any activities 
against jf.‘ wtri Mr. Mut.i- 
wafcel. interviewed during u 
visit to Tunisia. 

He said Sana'a was cooper- 
ating with the investigation of 
the attack on Dr. Sedki. which 
missed the prime minister but 
killed an 11 -year-old girl. 

AFP adds- Mr. Muwwakc! 
aiso loid Ai Ahram he had 
discussed with his Egyptian 
counterpart Hassan Al Alii the 
possibility of their two coun- 
tries signing an extradition 
treaty. 

Mr. Mutawakcl and General 
Alfi met recently in Tunis on* 
the sidelines of the Arab in- 
terior ministers conference . 

Such an accord "will thwart 
The activities of the terrorist 
elements" that may operate 
from Yemen against Egypt. He 
added. 


Pakistan offers Afghan mediation as 


Kabul fighting continues unabated 


ISLAMABAD (Agencies) — 
Pakistan offered to mediate 
between warring Afghan sides 
Saturday when a special pres- 
idential envoy from Kabul met 
here with President Farouk 
Ahmad Leghari, officials said. 

The meeting between the 
emissary. Ahmad Shah, and 
Mr. Leghari came amid 
ongoing efforts by Islamabad 
to end the 15-day-old fighting 
that has left hundreds dead and 
thousands injured. 

"Pakistan had no intention lo 
interfere in the internal affairs 
ot Afghanistan but is ready at 
the same rune to play a role for 
peace.” an official statement 
quoted Mr. Leghari as idling 
:hc cmissarv. 

The talks were also 
m tended by Pakistan Foreign 
Secretary Shnhrvar Moham- 
mad Khan as well ns the 
Afghan ambassador here and 
! his counterpart in Kabul 
Mr Leghari said Saudi Ara- 
bia. Iran. Pakistan and the 
• entire Islamic World were 
■‘greatly disturbed” by the cur- 
rent hostilities. 


He regretted that the 1993 
•Afghan peace accord, which 
»;r. signed in Islamabad and 
wj-i later endorsed by the sig- 
natories at Islam’s holiest 
shrine at Mecca, had not been 
honoured. 

Ahmad Shah, a leader from 
Ittihad-e-Islami faction, said 
he appreciated Pakistan's 
efforts, but told him that 
“more time" was needed for 
consult at ions to work out a 


basis for a durable ceasefire, 
officials said. 

Afghan Premier Gulhuddin 
Hekmatyar's Hezb-c-lslami 
and its allies are insisting on 
President B urban uddin Rab- 
bant's resignation before en- 
ding the fighting and entering 
into negotiations with other 
parties under Pakistan's au- 
spices. 

Sibghatullah Majadcdi. who 
served as first president of the 
country after the fall of com- 
munists in Kabul in April 1991 . 
urged Mr. Rnhbani Saturday 
to resign immediately. 

Mr. Mojadcdi. currently in 
the United States for treat- 
ment. leads the National Isla- 
mic Front of Afghanistan 
(NIFA). which is siding with 
Mr. Rabbani *s opponents. 

The resignation of Mr. Rub* 
bam alone could pave the way 
for the restoration of peace. 
Mr. Mojadcdi said in a state- 
ment issued on his behalf in the 
northwestern Pakistani city of 
Peshawar. ;i former Afghan 
gucrrcitla base. 

Meanwhile, rival Afghan 
factions each claimed victories 
as bloody battles for power 
went into a third week on 
Saturday. 

Fighting between forces 
loy.il to Mr. Rabbani and his 
opponents resumed in eastern 
Kabul after an overnight lull 
with aerial attacks and shell- 
ing. u spokesman for the Hezb- 
c-Islami party said. 

The Hezb-e-isiumi is allied 
with Northern Afghan warlord 


Abdul Rashid Dostum, who 
started the current round of 
fighting by launching a power 
grab in Kabul on New Year's. 


Pro- Rabbani forces recap- 
tured the areas of Oala-e- 
Zaman and Deh Khoidad 
Khan From rival forces on Fri- 
day. official Kabul Radio said. : 

But the Hezb-e-Islami 
spokesman in Peshawar denied 
the report, saying His group's 
'forces had advanced in the 
eastern suburbs and captured 
some government positions. 

Government jets bombed 
rebel positions around Kabul 
.on Friday, two days after rebel 
jets dominated the skies over 
the capital. 

Kabul Radio, quoting the 
Defence Ministry, said Fridav 
night that a large number of 
rebel militiamen were killed or 
injured in the attacks. 

Rebel forces fired shells and 
rockets into residential areas 
killing many people and caus- 
ing extensive damage, it said. 

Both sides have rejected 
Pakistan s appeal for a cease- 
fire from Friday to allow for a 
negotiated settlement. 

Pakistan Tuesday shut its 
border at the Khvbcr pass. 

• where more than 'iS.iJOO re- 
fugees had crossed since Jan. 1 
to escape battles estimated to 
have killed hundreds of peo- 
ple. ^ 

Between 1.1100 and 1.500 
people waiting for the opening 
of the border had returned to 
^thc eastern Afghan town of 
Jalalabad, aid workers said. 
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Hillary wows 
them in Moscow 




MOSCOW (AP) — Hillary 
Rodham Clinton charmed sick, 
children, new mothers and- 
elderly women in the streets as' 
she dashed through Moscow in 
a snowstorm with her fellow 
first lady in tow. She and Naina 
Yeltsin, wife of Russian Presi- i 
dent Boris Yeltsin. . hovered' 
over a trio of sick pre-teens 
and sat through part of a child- 
birth class at Savior's Hospital 
for Peace and Chariry. ‘Tm 
very pleased rhat Mrs. Yeltsin 
cares so much about children 
and is doing so much, to keep 
them healthy.” Mrs. Clinton 
said. “I'm trying ro do the 
same thing at home." The 
American first lady has been 
spearheading efforts to reform 
the health care system in the 
United States. Mrs. Clinton 
handed out lQU-piece dinosaur, 
puzzles to three children con- 
fined to bed with gastro- 
imesrinal ailments, and 
seemed delighted when Sergei 
Bychenko. a pale, stick-thin 
11 -year-old in yellow pajamas, 
responded with a "thank you" 
in English. "I like puzzles, but 
I’m not very good at them." 
she to/d the children. “I usual- 
ly have to get my daughter to 
help me." Across the hall, 
pediatrician Olga Tryanina was 
preparing to demonstrate the 
physiology of childbirth for 
pregnant" women and their hus- 
bands. "What have we here?” 
asked Mrs. Clinton, smiling 
but momentarily startled by 
the sight of the stuffed model 
of a pelvis in Tryanina's hands: " 
She sat attentively, surrounded 
by pregnant women and their 
husbands, as the doctor pushed 
a rubber doll through the stuf- 
fed pelvis. "Here's the little 
one we’ve been waiting for so 
long" she announced trium- 
phantly as the doll's head 
emerged, followed quickly by a . 
moder of a placenta. “Excel- 
lent job." Mrs. Clinton said to 
Tryanina. "My husband and ' I 
also went to these classes years 
ago,and learned many thing?" 
The classes are part of an dffwf 
by Magee-Womens Hospital in 
Pittsburgh and Savior's to cre- 
ate a modern famtIy-ceniTed 
maternity programme that can 
be duplicated throughout Jlus- . 
sia. The country's infant mor-. . 
talitv rate is 40 per 1.000 
according the Health Ministry 
statistics, more than four times 
that of the United States. 
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1st woman to be 
named to Japan’s 
Supreme Court 


TOKYO (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Morihiro Hosokawa has 
decided to name a former 
Labour Ministry official to be 
the nation's first woman Sup- 
reme Court judge, officials' 
said. Hisako Takaftashi. 66. 
head of a government- 
affiliated Labour Foundation, 
has been offered the position 
by Mr. Hosokawa and plans to 
accept it. her office said. Taka- 
hashi. a graduate of Tokyo 
University and former chief of 
the Women and Youth Bureau, 
at the Labour Ministry, would 
replace retiring Judge Osamu 
Mimura. Under the court orga- 
nisation law. lo judges of die 
J 5-member Supreme Court 
must be legal experts with ex- 
perience of 10 years or more. 
Ms. Takahashi will join the 
nation's top court as one of the 
five justices exempt from the 
professional requirement. Ms, 
Takahashi will be die fifth 
woman named to a top post in 
the Hosokawa administration, 
and the first in the judiciary. 
She will be formally appointed 
on Feb. 6 after receiving 
cabinet approval scheduled for 
Jan. 25. Mr. Hosokawa's 
secretary said. 


We didn’t know it 
was art, sculpture 
thieves say 


LONDON (R) — Two men 
caught hacking away at a steel 
sculpture, apparently to sell for 
scrap metal, told British police 
they did nor know they were 
destroying a work of art. the 
Daily Telegraph newspaper 
said. Police, alerted by noise, 
discovered the pair loading, bits 
of the cone, an eight-foot high 
(2.5 m) construction of rusting 
steel wedges by American 
sculptor Andrew Goldsworthy, 
into the back of a van in a city 
park in Gateshead, north Eng* 
land. Prosecutors said they 
caused £5.(Wtt (S7.500) of dam- 
age to the sculpture, which is 
wonh about £34.000 (551.000) 


